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ArrTer that I had taken upon me (right Honourable) 
in manner of that unlearned and foolish Poet, Cherillus, 
who rashly and unadvisedly wrought a big volume in 
verses, of the valiant prowesse of Alexander the Great, to 
translate this present booke, contayning the Metamorphosis 
‘of Lucius Apuleius; being mooved thereunto by the right 
pleasant pastime and delectable matter therein: I eftsoones 
consulted with my selfe, to whome I might best offer so 
pleasant and worthy a work, devised by the Author, it being 
now barbarously and simply framed in our English tongue. 
And after long deliberation had, your honourable Lordship 
came to my remembrance, a man much more worthy, than 
to whom so homely and rude a translation should be pre- 
sented. But when I again remembered the jesting and sport- 
full matter of the booke, unfit to be offered to any man of 
gravity and wisdome, I was wholly determined to make no 


Epistle Dedicatory at all: till as now of late perswaded 
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thereunto by my friends, I have boldly enterprised to offer 
the same to your Lordship, who I trust wil accept the 
same, than if it did entreat of some serious and lofty matter, 
considering that although the matter therein seeme very 
light and merry, yet the effect thereof tendeth to a good 
and vertuous moral, as in the following Epistle to the Reader 
may be declared. For so have all writers in times past em- 
ployed their travell and labours, that their posterity might 
receive some fruitfull profit by the same. And therfore the 
Poets feined not their fables in vain, considering that chil- 
_ dren in time of their first studies, are very much allured 
thereby to proceed to more grave and deepe studies and 
disciplines, whereas otherwise their mindes would quickly 
loath the wise and prudent workes of learned men, wherein 
in such unripe years they take no sparke of delectation at all. 
And not only that profit ariseth to children by such feined 
fables, but also the vertues of men are covertly thereby 
commended, and their vices discommended and abhorred. 
For by the Fable of Acton, where it is feigned that when 
he saw Diana washing her selfe in a Well, hee was imme- 
diately turned into an Hart, and so was slain of his owne 
Dogs; may bee meant, That when a man casteth his eyes 
on the vaine and soone fading beauty of the world, consent- 
ing thereto in his minde, hee seemeth to bee turned into a 
brute beast, and so to be slaine through the inordinate desire 
of his owne affects. By Tantalus that standeth in the midst 
of the floud Eridan, having before him a tree laden with 
pleasant apples, he beeing neverthelesse always thirsty and 
hungry, betokeneth the insatiable desires of covetous persons. 
The fables of Atreus, Thiestes, Tereus and Progne signi- 
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fieth the wicked and abhominable facts wrought and at- 
tempted by mortall men. The fall of Icarus is an example 
to proud and arrogant persons, that weeneth to climbe up 
to the heavens. By Mydas, who obtained of Bacchus, that 
all things which he touched might be gold, is carped the foul 
sin of Avarice. By Phaeton, that unskilfully took in hand 
to rule the Chariot of the Sunne, are represented those per- 
sons which attempt things passing their power and capacity. 
By Castor and Pollux, turned into a signe in heaven called 
Gemini, is signified, that vertuous and godly persons shall 
be rewarded after life with perpetuall blisse. And in this 
feined jest of Lucius Apuleius is comprehended a figure of 
mans life, ministring most sweet and delectable matter, to 
such as shall be desirous to reade the same. The which if 
your honourable Lordship shall accept and take in good 
part, I shall not onely thinke my small travell and labour 
well employed, but also receive a further comfort to attempt 
some more serious matter, which may be more acceptable to 
your Lordship: desiring the same to excuse my rash and 
bold enterprise at this time, as I nothing doubt of your 
Lordships goodnesse. To whome I beseech Almighty God 
to impart long life, with encrease of much honour. 

From Vniversity Colledge in Oxenford, the xviij. of 
September, 1566. 


Your Honours most bounden, 


Wit. ADLINGTON. 
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TO THE READER 


Wuen that I had, gentle reader, slightly here and there 
run over the pleasant and delectable jests of Lucius Apuleius 
(a man of ancient descent, and endued with singular learn- 
ing) written in such a frank and flourishing style, as he 
seemed to have the Muses always at will, to feed and main- 
tain his pen: and when again I perceived the matter to 
minister such exceeding plenty of mirth, as never in my 
judgement the like hath been shewed by any other, I pur- 
posed according to my slender knowledge (though it were 
rudely, and far disagreeing from the fine and excellent 
doings nowadays) to translate the same into our vulgar 
tongue, to the end that amongst so many sage and serious 
works (as every man well nigh endeavour daily to increase ) 
there might be some fresh and pleasant matter to recreate 
the minds of the readers withal. Howbeit I was eftsoons 
driven from my purpose by two causes: first, perceiving that 
the author had written his work in so dark and high a style, 
‘in so strange and absurd words, and in such new invented 
phrases, as he seemed rather to set it forth to shew his mag- 
-nificence of prose, than to participate his doings to other; 
“secondly, fearing lest the translation of this present book 
_ (which seemeth a mere jest and fable, and a work worthy 
to be laughed at, by reason of the vanity of the author ) 


might be contemned and despised of all men, and so con- 
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sequently, I to be had in derision to occupy myself in such 
frivolous and trifling toys. But on the other side, when I 
had thoroughly learned the intent of the author and the 
purpose why he invented so sportful a jest, I was verily 
persuaded that my small travail should not only be accepted 
of many, but the matter itself allowed and praised of all. 
Wherefore I intend, God willing, as nigh as I can to utter 
and open the meaning thereof to the simple and ignorant, 
whereby they may not take the same as a thing only to jest 
and laugh at (for the fables of Aesop and the feigning of 
poets were never written for that purpose) but by the pleas- 
antness thereof be rather induced to the knowledge of their 
present estate, and thereby transform themselves into the 
right and perfect shape of men. The argument of the book is, 
how Lucius Apuleius, the author himself, travelled into 
Thessaly (being a region in Greece where all the women 
for the most be such wonderful witches, that they can 
transform men into the figure of brute beasts) where after 
he had continued a few days, by the mighty force of a 
violent confection he was changed into a miserable ass, and 
nothing might reduce him to his wonted shape but the eat- 
ing of a rose, which, after the endurance of infinite sorrow, 
at length he obtained by prayer. Verily under the wrap of 
this transformation is taxed the life of mortal men, when 
as we suffer our minds so to be drowned in the sensual lusts 
of the flesh and the beastly pleasure thereof (which aptly 
may be called the violent confection of witches) that we 
lose wholly the use of reason and virtue, which properly 
should be in a man, and play the parts of brute and savage 
beasts. By like occasion we read how divers of the com- 
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panions of Ulysses were turned by the marvellous power of 
Circe into swine. And find we not in the Scripture that 
Nebuchadnezzar, the ninth king of Babylon, by reason of 
his great dominions and realms, fell into such exceeding 
pride that he was suddenly transformed of almighty God 
into an horrible monster, having the head of an ox, the feet 
of a bear, and the tail of a lion, and did eat hay as a beast? 
But as Lucius Apuleius was changed into his human shape 
by a rose, the companions of Ulysses by great intercession, 
and Nebuchadnezzar by the continual prayers of Daniel, 
whereby they knew themselves and lived after a good and 
virtuous life: so can we never be restored to the right figure 
of ourselves, except we taste and eat the sweet rose of reason 
and virtue, which the rather by mediation of prayer we may 
assuredly attain. Again, may not the meaning of this work 
be altered and turned in this sort? A man desirous to apply 
his mind to some excellent art, or given to the study of 
any of the sciences, at the first appeareth to himself an ass 
without wit, without knowledge, and not much unlike a 
brute beast, till such time as by much pain and travail he 
hath achieved to the perfectness of the same, and tasting the 
sweet flower and fruit of his studies, doth think himself well 
brought to the right and very shape of a man. Finally, the 
Metamorphose of Lucius Apuleius may be resembled to 
youth without discretion, and his reduction to age possessed 
with wisdom and virtue. 

Now since this book of Lucius is a figure of man’s life, 
and toucheth the nature and manners of mortal men, egging 
them forward from their asinal form to their human and 
perfect shape, beside the pleasant and delectable jests therein 
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contained, I trust if my simple translation be nothing ac- 
cepted, yet the matter itself shall be esteemed by such as not 
only delight to please their fancies in reading the same, but 
also take a pattern thereby to regenerate their minds from 
brutish and beastly custom. Howbeit I have not so exactly 
passed through the author, as to point every sentence as it 
is in Latin, or so absolutely translated every word as it lieth 
in the prose (for so the French and Spanish translators have. 
not done) considering the same in our vulgar tongue would 
have appeared very obscure and dark, and thereby conse- 
quently loathsome to the reader, but nothing erring from 
the true and natural meaning of the author, have used more 
common and familiar words (yet not so much as I might 
do) for the plainer setting forth of the same. But howso- 
ever it be, gentle reader, I pray thee take it in good part, 
considering that for thee I have taken this pain, to the intent 
that thou mayest read the same with pleasure. 


THE LIFE OF LUCIUS APULEIUS BRIEFLY 
DESCRIBED 


Lucius APULEIUs AFRICAN, an excellent follower of 
Plato his sect, born in Madaura, a country sometime in- 
-habited by the Roman, and under the jurisdiction of Syphax, 
situate and lying upon the borders of Numidia and Gaetulia, 
whereby he calleth himself half a Numidian and half a 
 Gaetulian: and Sidonius named him the Platonian Ma- 
 daurence. His father, called Theseus, had passed all offices 
of dignity in his country with much honour: his mother, 
named Salvia, was of such excellent virtue, that she passed 
all the dames of her time, born of an ancient house, and 
descended from the noble philosopher, Plutarch, and Sextus 
his nephew: his wife called Pudentilla was endowed with 
as much virtue and richness as any woman might be. He 
“himself was of an high and comely stature, grey-eyed, his 
hair yellow, and a beautiful personage; he flourished in 
Carthage in the time of Julianus Avitus and Claudius Maxi- 
mus proconsuls, where he spent his youth in learning the 
liberal sciences, and much profited under his masters there, 
‘whereby not without cause he gloriously calleth himself the 
_ nourice of Carthage, [and] the celestial Muse and venerable 
"mistress of Africke. Soon after, at Athens (where in times 
past the well of all doctrine flourished) he tasted many of 


the cups of the Muses, he learned poetry, geometry, music, 
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logic, and the universal knowledge of philosophy, and 
studied not in vain the nine Muses, that is to say, the nine 
noble and royal disciplines. Immediately after he went to 
Rome, and studied there the Latin tongue with such labour 
_and continual study that he achieved to great eloquence, and 
was known and approved to be excellently learned, whereby 
he might worthily be called Polyhistor, that is to say, one 
that knoweth much or many things. 

And being thus no less endued with eloquence than with 
singular learning, he wrote many books for them that should 
come after: whereof part by negligence of times be inter- 
cepted, and part now extant, do sufficiently declare with how 
much wisdom and doctrine he flourished, and with how 
much virtue he excelled amongst the rude and barbarous 
people. The like was Anacharsis amongst the most luskish 
Scythes. But amongst the books of Lucius Apuleius, which 
are perished and prevented, howbeit greatly desired of us 
nowadays, one was entituled Banqueting Questions, another 
entreating of the nature of fish, another of the generation 
of beasts, another containing his Epigrams, and another 
called Hermagoras: but such as are now extant are the four 
books named Floridorum, wherein is contained a flourishing 
style and a savoury kind of learning, which delighteth, 
holdeth, and rejoiceth the reader marvellously; wherein you 
shall find a great variety of things, leaping one from an- 
other: one excellent and copious oration, containing all the 
grace and virtue of the art oratory, whereby he cleareth 
himself of the crime of art magic, which was slanderously 
objected against him by his envious adversaries, wherein is 
contained such force of eloquence and doctrine as he seem- 
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eth to pass and excel himself. There is another book of the 
god or spirit of Socrates, whereof S. Augustine maketh men- 
tion in his book of the definition of spirits and description 
of men: two other books of the opinion of Plato, wherein is 
briefly contained that which before was largely expressed: 
one book of Cosmography, comprising many things of 
Aristotle’s Meteors: the dialogue of Trismegistus trans- 
lated by him out of Greek into Latin, so fine, that it rather 
seemeth with more eloquence turned into Latin, than it 
was before written in Greek: but principally these eleven 
books of the Golden Ass are enriched with such pleasant 
matter, with such excellency and variety of flourishing 
tales, that nothing may be more sweet and delectable; 
whereby worthily they may be entituled, The Books of the 
Golden Ass, for the passing style and matter therein. For 
what can be more acceptable than this Ass of Gold indeed? 
Howbeit there may be many which would rather entitle it 
Metamorphosis, that is to say, a transfiguration or trans- 
formation, by reason of the argument and matter therein. 
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THE PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR 
TO HIS SON FAUSTINUS 


AND UNTO THE READERS OF THIS BOOK 


That I to thee some joyous jests may show in gentle glose, 

And frankly feed thy bended ears with passing pleasant prose: 

So that thou deign in seemly sort this wanton book to view, 

That is set out and garnished fine, with written phrases new. 

I will declare how one by hap his human figure lost, 

And how in brutish formed shape his loathed life he tossed. 

And how he was in course of time from such estate unfold, 

Who eftsoons, turned to pristine shape, his lot unlucky told. 

Wuar and who he was attend a while, and you shall 
understand that it was even I, the writer of mine own 
Metamorphose and strange alteration of figure. Hymettus, 
Athens, Isthmia, Ephyrus, Taenaros, and Sparta, being fat 
and fertile soils (as I pray you give credit to the books of 
more everlasting fame) be places where mine ancient 
progeny and lineage did sometime flourish: there I say, in 
Athens, when I was young, I went first to school. Soon 
after (as a stranger) I arrived at Rome, whereas by great 
industry, and without instruction of any schoolmaster, I 
attained to the full perfection of the Latin tongue: behold, 
I first crave and beg your pardon, lest I should happen to 
displease or offend any of you by the rude and rustic utter- 
ance of this strange and foreign language. And verily this 
new alteration of speech doth correspond to the enterprised 
matter whereof I purpose to entreat; I will set forth unto 
you a pleasant Grecian jest. Whereunto, gentle reader, if 
thou wilt give attendant ear, it will minister unto thee such 


delectable matter as thou shalt be well contented withal. 
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BOOK I 


In this Milesian tale I shall string together divers stories, 
and delight your kindly ears with a pleasant history, if you 
will not scorn to look upon this Egyptian paper written with 
a ready pen of Nile reeds—stories of men’s forms and for- 
tunes transformed into different shapes, and then restored 
again in due sequence back into their selves—a true subject 
for wonder. Who is the author? In a few words you shall 
understand. Hymettus of Athens, the Isthmus of Corinth, 
Taenarus of Sparta, being famous lands (as I pray you give 
credit to the books of more everlasting fame), be places 
where mine ancient progeny and lineage did sometime flour- 
ish: there when I was young I went first to school and 
learned the Attic speech. Soon after (as a stranger) I arrived 
at Rome, where by great industry, and without instruction 
of any schoolmaster, I arrived at the full perfection of the 
Latin tongue: behold, I first crave and beg your pardon, lest 
I’ should happen to displease or offend any of you by the 
rude and rustic utterance of this strange and foreign 
language. And verily this change of speech doth correspond 
to the enterprise and matter whereof I purpose to treat, like 


a rider leaping from horse to horse; I set forth unto you 4 
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Grecian story: whereto, gentle reader, if thou attend and 
give ear, thou shalt be well contented withal. 

I fortuned to travel into Thessaly, about certain affairs 
which I had to do (for there, my ancestry by my mother’s 
side inhabiteth, descended of the line of that most excellent 
person Plutarch, and of Sextus the philosopher his nephew, 
which is to us a great worship and honour); and after that 
by much travel and great pain, I had passed over the high 
mountains and slippery valleys, and had ridden through the 
dewy grass and fallowed fields, perceiving that my horse, a 
white thoroughbred of that country, did wear somewhat 
slow, and to the intent likewise I might repose and 
strengthen myself (being weary of long sitting) I lighted 
off my horse on to my feet, and wiping carefully away 
the sweat from his head, and stroking his ears, I unbridled 
him, and walked him on to a gentle slope, to the end that 
he might by nature’s relief ease himself of his weariness; 
and while he went taking his morning graze in the field 
(casting his head sometimes aside as a token of rejoicing and 
gladness) I perceived a little before me two companions 
riding, and so I overtaking them made a third. And while I 
listened to hear their conversation, one of them laughed, 
and mocked his fellow, saying: “Leave off, I pray thee, and 
speak no more, for I cannot abide to hear thee tell such 
absurd incredible lies.” Which when I heard I desired to 
hear some news, and said: “I pray you, masters, make me 
partaker of your talk, that am not So Curious as desirous to 
know all you say, or most of it. So shall the difficulty of 
this high hill before us be lightened by merry and pleasant 
talk.” 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 3 


But he that had laughed first, said: “Verily this tale is as 
true as if a man would say that by sorcery and enchantment 
the swift rivers might be forced to run against their courses; 
the sea to be bound immovable; the winds to lose their force 
and die; the sun to be restrained from his natural journey; 
the moon to drop her foam upon the earth; the stars to be 
pulled down from heaven; the day to be darkened; and 
the night be made to continue for ever.” 

Then I, speaking more confidently, said: “T pray you, 
you that began to tell your tale even now, leave not off so, 
but tell the residue.” And turning to the other, I said: “You 
perhaps, that are of gross ears and an obstinate mind, mock 
and contemn those things which are perchance really the 
truth; know you not, i’ faith, that those things are accounted 
untrue by the false opinion of men, which are either seldom 
heard or rarely seen, or are so high that they pass the 
capacity of man’s reason? The which if you scan them more 
narrowly, you shall not only find them evident to the under- 
standing, but even very easy to be brought to pass. Look 
you: the other night, being at supper with my fellows, while 
I did greedily put in my mouth a great morsel of barley 
fried with cheese, it stuck so fast, being soft and doughy, 
in the passage of my throat and my windpipe, that I was 
well nigh choked. And yet lately at Athens, before the porch 
there called the Poecile, I saw with these two eyes of mine 
a juggler that swallowed up a knight’s sword with a very 
keen edge, and by and by, for a little money that we that 

looked on gave him, he devoured a hunting spear with the 
point downward; and over the blade of the spear, where 
the haft of the spear turned down rose through the throat 


4 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


towards his pate, there appeared on it (which caused us all 
who were present to marvel) a fair boy pleasant and nimble, 
winding and turning himself in such sort that you would 
suppose that he had neither bone nor gristle, and verily 
think he was the natural serpent, creeping and sliding where 
the twigs are cut off on the knotted staff of rough wood 
which the god of medicine is wont to bear. But do you, I 
pray you, that began, repeat your tale again, and I alone, 
in place of your fellow, will give credit unto you, and for 
your pains, will pay your charges for your supper at the 
next inn we come unto.” 

To this he answered: “Certes, sir, I thank you for your 
gentle offer, and, at your request, I will proceed in my tale; 
but first I will swear unto you by the light of this Sun, the 
God that seeth all, that those things which I shall tell be 
true; nor, when you come to the next city, which is of 
Thessaly, will you doubt anything of it, for it is rife in the 
mouths of every person which was done before the face of 
all men. And that I may first make relation to you, what 
and who I am, and whither I go, and for what livelihood; 
know ye, that I am of Aegina, travelling these countries 
about from Thessaly to Aetolia, and from Aetolia to Boeo- 
tia, to provide for honey, cheese, and other victuals to sell 
again. And understanding that at Hypata (which is the 
principal city of all Thessaly) are sold fresh cheeses of 
exceeding good taste and relish, I fortuned on a day to go 
thither to make my market there of the whole. But (as it 
often happens) I came in an evil hour, for one Lupus, a 
wholesale purveyor, had bought up all the day before, and 
so I was deceived of my profit. Wherefore towards night 
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(being greatly wearied by my hurrying, though it had been 
of none effect) I went to the baths to refresh myself, and 
behold, I fortuned to espy my companion Socrates. He was 
sitting upon the ground, covered with a torn and coarse 
mantle, so meagre and of so sallow and miserable a coun- 
tenance that I scantly knew him: for fortune had brought 
him into such estate that he verily seemed as a common 
beggar that stands in the streets to crave the benevolence 
of the passersby. Towards whom (howbeit he was my 
singular friend and familiar acquaintance) yet half in 
doubt, I drew nigh and said: ‘Alas! my Socrates, what mean- 
eth this, how dost thou so appear? What crime hast thou 
committed? Verily there is great lamentation and weeping 
made for thee at home: thy children are in ward by decree 
of the provincial judge: thy wife (having ended her mourn- 
ing time in lamentable wise with her face and visage blub- 
bered with tears in such sort that she hath well nigh wept 
out both her eyes) is constrained by her parents to put out 
of remembrance the unfortunate loss and lack of thee at 
home, by taking (against her will) a new husband. And 
dost thou live here as a ghost or beggar to our great shame 
and ignominy?’ Then answered he to me, and said: ‘O my 
friend Aristomenes, now perceive I well that you are 
ignorant of the whirling changes, the unstable forces, and 
slippery inconstancy of fortune’: and therewithal he cov- 
ered his face (even then blushing for very shame) with his 

‘ragged mantle, so that the lower part of his body appeared 
~ all naked. But I, not willing to see him any longer in such 
"great misery and calamity, took him by the hand to lift him 
up from the ground: who (having his face covered in such 
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sort) “Let fortune’ (quoth he) ‘Triumph yet more, let her 
have her sway, and finish that which she hath begun.’ 

“Then did I force him to follow and put off one of my 
garments, and clothed, nay, rather covered him, and imme- 
diately I brought him to the bath; with my own hands I 
served him with what he needed for anointing and wiping. 
I diligently rubbed away the filthy scurf of his body; which 
done, although I was very weary myself, and hardly held 
him up, yet I led the poor wretch to my inn, where I bade 
him repose his body upon a bed, and brought him meat and 
drink, and refreshed him with talking together. Then we 
grew free and merry, laughed and joked wittily, now he 
talked without any fear, until such time as he ( fetching 
a pitiful sigh from the bottom of his heart, and beating his 
face in miserable sort) began to say: 

“Alas, poor wretch that I am, that only for the desire 
to see a game, famous enough, of trial of weapons, am 
fallen into these miseries and misfortunes. For, having set 
out, as thou knowest, for Macedonia, on my business, and 
returning the richer after the space of ten months, a little 
before that I came to Larissa I turned out of the way to 
view those games, and behold, in the bottom of a pathless 
and hollow valley, I was suddenly environed with a wild 
company of thieves, who robbed and spoiled me of such 
things as I had: and hardly did I escape, but (being in such 
extremity) in the end was delivered from them and for- 
tuned to come to the house of a woman that sold wine, 
called Meroe; old was she, yet not unpleasing; unto whom 
I opened the causes of my long peregrination and careful 
home-coming, and of my unlucky robbery; and after that 
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_ she gently entertained me, and made me more than good 
cheer, with a supper free of charge; and by and by, being 
pricked by carnal desire, she brought me to her own bed- 
chamber; where I (poor wretch) from the very first night 
_ of our being together, did purchase to myself this miserable 
servitude, and I gave her such apparel as the kind thieves 
had left to cover me withal, and also the little wages that 
I had gained by carrying bags when still whole and sound, 
until this good dame and evil fortune brought me to that 
appearance in which you have just seen me.’ 

“Then said I unto him: ‘In faith, thou art worthy to sus- 
tain the most extreme misery and calamity, and anything 
there may be even beyond this last, which has defiled thine 
own body, forsaken thy wife traitorously and dishonoured 
thy children, parents and friends for the love of a vile 
harlot and old strumpet.” When Socrates heard me rail 
against Meroe in such sort, he held up his forefinger to his 
lips, and, as half astonied, said: ‘Peace, peace, pray you,’ 
~ and, looking about lest any person should hear, ‘I pray you’ 
(quoth he) “Take heed what you say against so venerable 
a woman as she is, lest by your intemperate tongue you catch 
some harm.’ ‘What?’ (quoth I) ‘This hostess, so mighty 
and a queen, what manner of woman is she, I pray you tell 
me?? Then answered he: ‘Verily, she is a magician, and of 
divine might, which hath power to bring down the sky, to 
_ bear up the earth, to turn the waters into hills and the hills — 
_ into running waters, to call up the terrestrial spirits into the 
air, and to pull the gods out of the heavens, to extinguish the 
planets, and to lighten the very darkness of hell.’ Then said 
I unto Socrates: ‘I pray you leave off this high and tragical 
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kind of talk and away with the scenic curtain and tell the 
matter in a more plain and simple fashion.? Then answered 
he: ‘Will you hear one or two or more of the deeds which 
she hath done? For whereas she enforceth not only the in- 
habitants of this country here, but also the Indians and 
Ethiopians and even the Antipodeans to love her in most 
raging sort, such are but trifles and chips of her occupation ; 
but I pray you give ear, and I will declare of greater mat- 
ters, which she hath done openly and before the face of all 
men. 

“°T his woman had a certain lover whom, by the utter- 
ance of one only word, she turned into a beaver because he 
loved another woman beside her, and the reason why she 
transformed him into such a beast, is that it is his nature, 
when he perceives the hunters and hounds to draw after 
him, to bite off his members and lay them in the way, that 
the pursuers may be at a stop when they find them, and to 
the intent that so it might happen unto him (because he 
fancied another woman) she turned him into that kind of 
shape. Likewise she changed one of her neighbours, being 
an old man and one that sold wine, in that he was a rival 
of her occupation, into a frog, and now the poor wretch 
swimming in one of his own pipes of wine, and being well 
nigh drowned in the dregs, doth cry and call with croakings 
continually for his old guests and acquaintance that pass by. 
Likewise she turned one of the advocates of the Court (be- 
cause he pleaded and spake against her) into a horned ram, 
and now. the poor ram doth act advocate. Moreover she 
caused the wife of a certain lover that she had, because she 
spake sharply and wittily against her, should never be de- 
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livered of her child, but should remain, her womb closed 
up, everlastingly pregnant, and according to the computa- 
tion of all men, it is eight years past since the poor woman 
began first to swell, and now she is increased so big that 
she seemeth as though she would bring forth some great 
elephant: and when this was known abroad and published 
throughout all the town, they took indignation against her, 
and ordained that the next day she should be most cruelly 
stoned to death; which purpose of theirs she prevented by 
the virtue of her enchantments, and as Medea (who ob- 
tained of King Creon but one day’s respite before her de- 
parture) did burn in the flames of the bride’s garland all 
his house, him and his daughter, so she, by her conjurations 
and invocation of spirits, which she uses over a certain 
trench, as she herself declared unto me being drunken the 
next day following, closed all the persons of the town so 
sure in their houses, by the secret power of her gods, that for 
the space of two days they could not come forth, nor open 
their gates nor doors, nor even break down their walls; 
whereby they were enforced by mutual consent to cry unto 
her and to bind themselves straitly that they would never 
after molest or hurt her, and moreover if any did offer her 
any injury they would be ready to defend her; whereupon 
she, moved at their promises, released all the town. But she 
conveyed the principal author of this ordinance, about mid- 
night, with all his house, the walls, the ground and the 
foundation, into another town distant from thence a hun- 
dred miles situate and being on the top of a barren hill, 
and by reason thereof destitute of water: and because the 
edifices and houses were so close builded together that it was 
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not possible for the house to stand there, she threw down 
the same before the gate of the town.’ 

“Then spake I and said: ‘O my friend Socrates, you have 
declared unto me many marvellous things and no less cruel, 
and moreover stricken me also with no small trouble of 
mind, yea rather with great prick of fear, lest the same 
old woman, using the like practice, should chance to hear 
all our communication: wherefore let us now sleep, though 
it be early, and after that we have done away our weariness 
with rest let us rise betimes in the morning and ride from 
hence before day as far as we may.’ 

“In speaking these words, it fortuned that Socrates did 
fall asleep, and snored very soundly, by reason of his new 
plenty of meat and wine and his long travail. Then I closed 
and barred fast the doors of the chamber, and put my bed 
and made it fast behind the door and so laid me down to 
rest; but at first I could in no wise sleep for the great fear 
which was in my heart, until it was about midnight, and 
then I closed my eyes for a little: but alas, I had just begun 
to sleep, when behold suddenly the chamber doors brake 
open; nay, the locks, bolts and posts fell down with greater 
force than if thieves had been presently come to have 
spoiled and robbed us. And my bed whereon I lay, being a 
truckle-bed and somewhat short, and one of the feet broken 
and rotten, by violence was turned upside down, and I like- 
wise was overwhelmed and covered lying in the same. 

“Then perceived I in myself, that certain effects of the 
mind by nature are turned contrary. For as tears oftentimes 
are shed for joy, so I being in this fearful perplexity could 
not forbear laughing, to see how of Aristomenes I was made 
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like unto a tortoise. And while I lay on the ground covered 
in the happy protection of my pallet, I peeped from under 
the bed to see what would happen. And behold there en- 
tered two old women, the one bearing a burning torch, and 
the other a sponge and a naked sword. And so in this habit 
they stood about Socrates being fast asleep. Then she which 
bare the sword said unto the other: ‘Behold, sister Panthia, 
this is my dear Endymion and my sweet Ganymede, which 
both day and night hath abused my wanton youthfulness; 
this is he (who little regarding my love) doth not only de- 
fame me with reproachful words, but also intendeth to run 
away. And I shall be forsaken by like craft as Ulysses did 
use, and shall continually bewail my solitariness as Calypso’ ; 
which said she pointed towards me, that lay under the bed, 
and shewed me to Panthia. ‘This is he,’ quoth she, ‘Which‘is 
his good counsellor, Aristomenes, and persuadeth him to for- 
sake me, and now (being at the point of death) he lieth 
prostrate on the ground covered with his bed, and hath seen 
all our doings, and hopeth to escape scot-free from my hands 
for all his insults; but I will cause that he shall repent 
himself too late, nay rather forthwith of his former intem- 
perate language and his present curiosity.’ 

“Which words when I heard, I fell into a cold sweat, 
and my heart trembled with fear, in so much that the bed 
over me did likewise rattle and shake and dance with my 
‘trembling. Then spake Panthia unto Meroe, and said: 
Sister, let us by and by tear him in pieces, or else tie him 
_ by the members and so cut them off.” Then Meroe (for thus 
I learned that her name really was that which I had heard 
in Socrates’ tale) answered: ‘Nay, rather let him live, to 
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bury the corpse of this poor wretch in some hole of the 
earth,’ and therewithal she turned the head of Socrates on 
the other side, and thrust her sword up to the hilt into the 
left part of his neck, and received the blood that gushed 
out with a small bladder, that no drop thereof fell beside; 
this thing I saw with mine own eyes; and then Meroe, to 
the intent (as I think) she might alter nothing that per- 
taineth to sacrifice, which she accustomed to make, thrust 
her hand down through that wound into the entrails of his 
body, and searching about, at length brought forth the heart 
of my miserable companion Socrates, who (having his throat 
cut in such sort) gave out a doleful cry by the wound, or 
rather a gasping breath, and gave up the ghost. Then Pan- 
thia stopped the wide wound of his throat with the sponge 
and said: ‘O sponge, sprung and made of the sea, beware 
that thou pass not over a running river.” This being said, they 
moved and turned up my bed, and then they strode ever 
[squatted astride] me and staled [soaked and drenched } 
upon me till I was wringing wet. 

“When this was ended, they went their ways and the 
doors closed fast, the hinges sank in their old sockets, | the 
bolts ran into the doorposts, the pins fell into the bars again. 
But I that lay upon the ground, like one without soul, naked 
and cold and wringing wet with filth, like to one that were 
newly born, or rather, one that were more than half dead, 
yet reviving myself, and appointed as I thought for the 
gallows, began to say: ‘Alas, what shall become of me to- 
morrow when my companion shall be found murdered here 
in the chamber? To whom shall I seem to tel] any simili- 
tude of truth, when as I shall tell the truth indeed? They 
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will say: “If thou, being so great a man, wert unable to 
resist the violence of the women, yet shouldst thou have 
‘cried at least for help; wilt thou suffer the man to be slain 
before thy face and say nothing? Or why did not they slay 
thee likewise? Why did their cruelty spare thee that stood 
by and saw them commit that horrible fact? Wherefore 
although thou hast escaped their hands, yet thou shalt not 
escape ours.” ’” 

“While I pondered these things often with myself the 
night passed on into day, so I thought best to take my horse 
secretly before dawn and go fearfully forward on my 
journey. Thus I took up my packet, unlocked and unbarred 
the doors, but those good and faithful doors which in the 
night did open of their own accord could then scarcely be 
opened with their keys after frequent trials, and when I was 
out I cried: ‘Ho, sirrah ostler, where art thou? Open the 
stable door, for I will ride away before dawn.’ The ostler 
lying behind the stable door upon a pallet and half asleep, 
‘What?’ quoth he, ‘Do not you know that the ways be very 
dangerous with robbers? What mean you to set forth at 
this time of night? If you perhaps (guilty of some heinous 
crime) be weary of your life, yet think you not that we are 
such pumpkin-headed sots that we will die for you.” Then 
said I: ‘It is well nigh day, and moreover what can thieves 
take from him that hath nothing? Does not thou know 
(fool as thou art) that if thou be naked, if ten trained 
wrestlers should assail thee, they could not spoil or rob 
‘thee?? Whereunto the drowsy ostler half asleep, and turn- 
ing on the other side, answered: ‘What know I whether 
you have murdered your companion whom you brought in 
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yesternight or no, and now seek safety by escaping away?’ 
“O Lord, at that time I remember that the earth seemed 
to open, and that I saw at Hell gate the dog Cerberus gap- 
ing to devour me, and then I verily believed that Meroe did 
not spare my throat, moved with pity, but rather cruelly 
pardoned me to bring me to the gallows. Wherefore, ] 
returned to my chamber and there devised with myself in 
what violent sort I should fnish my life. But when I saw 
that fortune would minister unto me no other instrument 
than my bed, I said: ‘<O bed, O bed, most dear unto me at 
this present, which hast abode and suffered with me so many 
miseries, judge and arbiter of such things as were done 
here this night, whom only I may call to witness for my 
innocence, render (I say) unto me some wholesome weapon 
to end my life that am most willing to die.? And there- 
withal I pulled out a piece of the rope wherewith the bed 
was corded, and tied one end thereof about a rafter which 
stood forth beneath the window, and with the other end 
I made a sliding knot and stood upon my bed to cast my- 
self from aloft into destruction, and so put my neck into it. 
But when I pushed away with my foot that which supported 
me beneath, so that the noose when my weight came upon 
it might choke the passage of my breath, behold suddenly 
the rope being old and rotten burst in the middle, and I fell 
down stumbling upon Socrates that lay nigh me, and with 
him rolled upon the floor. And even at that very time the 
ostler came in crying with a loud voice, and said: “Where © 
are you that made such haste at deep night, and now lie. 
wallowing and snoring abed?? Whereupon (I know not 
whether it was by our fall or by the harsh cry of the ostler) 
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Socrates (as waking out of a sleep) did rise up first and 
said: ‘It is not without cause that strangers do speak evil 
of all such ostlers, for this caitiff in his coming in, and 
with his crying out, I think under colour to steal away some- 
thing, hath waked me, that was beside very weary, out of a 
sound sleep.’ 

“Then I rose up joyful, as I hoped not to be, with a 
merry countenance, saying: “Behold, good ostler, my friend, 
my companion and my brother whom thou being drunken 
in the night didst falsely affirm to be murdered by me.’ 
And therewithal I embraced my friend Socrates and kissed 
him; but he smelling the stink wherewith those hags had 
embrued me, thrust me away and said: ‘Away with thee 
with thy filthy odour,’ and then he began gently to enquire 
how that noisome scent happened unto me, but I (with 
some light jest feigning and colouring the matter for the 
time) did break off his talk into another path, and take 
him by the and hand said: “Why tarry we? Why leave we 
the pleasure of this fair morning? Let us go.’ And so I 
took up my packet, and paid the charges of the house, and 
we departed. 

“We had not gone a mile out of the town but it was 
broad day, and then I diligently looked upon Socrates’ 
throat to see if I could espy the place where Meroe thrust 
in her sword, and I thought with myself: “What a madman 
am I, that (being overcome with wine yesternight) have 
‘dreamed such terrible things! Behold, I see Socrates is 
sound, safe and in health. Where is his wound? Where is 
the sponge? Where is his great and new cut?’ And then I 
spake to him and said: ‘Verily it is not without occasion that 
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physicians of experience do affirm, that such as fill their 
gorges abundantly with meat and drink shall dream of dire 
and horrible sights, for I myself (not restraining mine ap- 
petite yesternight from the pots of wine) did seem to see 
in this bitter night strange and cruel visions, that even yet I 
think myself sprinkled and wet with human blood’; where- 
unto Socrates laughing, made answer and said: ‘Nay, thou 
are not wet with the blood of men, but thou art embrued 
with stinking filth; and verily I myself dreamed this night 
that my throat was cut and that I felt the pain of the 
wound, and that my heart was pulled out of my belly, 
and the remembrance thereof makes me now to fear, and 
my knees do tremble that I totter in my gait, and therefore 
I would fain eat somewhat to strengthen and revive my 
spirits.’ Then said I: ‘Behold, here is thy breakfast,’ and 
therewithal I opened my scrip that hanged upon my 
Shoulder, and gave him bread and cheese, and ‘Let us sit 
down,’ quoth I, ‘Under that great plane-tree.’ 

“Now I also ate part of the same with him: and while I 
beheld him eating greedily, I perceived that he wore thin 
and meagre and pale as boxwood, and that his lively colour 
faded away, as did mine also, remembering those terrible 
furies of whom I lately dreamed, in so much that the first 
morsel of bread that I put in my mouth (which was but very 
small) did so stick in my jaws that I could neither swallow 
it down nor yet yield it up; and moreover the number of 
them that passed by increased my fear, for who is he, that 
would believe that one of two companions die in the high 
way without injury done by the other? But when that 
Socrates had eaten sufficiently he wore very thirsty, for 
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indeed he had well nigh devoured a whole good cheese, and 
behold there was behind the roots of the plane-tree a pleasant 
running water which went gently like to a quiet pond, as 
clear as silver or crystal, and I said unto him: ‘Come hither, 
Socrates, to this water and drink thy fill as it were milk.’ 
And then he rose, and waiting a little he found a flat space 
by the river and kneeled down by the side of the bank in 
his greedy desire to drink; but he had scarce touched the 
water with his lips when behold, the wound of his throat 
‘opened wide, and the sponge suddenly fell into the water 
and after issued out a little remnant of blood, and his body 
(being then without life) had fallen into the river, had not 
I caught him by the leg, and so with great ado pulled him 
up. And after that I had lamented a good space the death 
of my wretched companion, I buried him in the sands to 
dwell for ever there by the river. Which done, trembling 
and in great fear I rode through many outways and desert 
places, and as if culpable of murder, I forsook my country, 
my wife and my children, and came to Aetolia, an exile of 
my own free will, where I married another wife.” 

This tale told Aristomenes, and his fellow which before 
obstinately would give no credit unto him, began to say: 
“Verily there was never so foolish a tale, nor a more absurd 
lie told than this”; and then he spake unto me, saying: “Ho, 
sir, what you are I know not, but your habit and countenance 
declareth that you should be some honest gentleman, do you 
believe this tale?” “Yea, verily,” quoth I, “Why not? I 
think nothing impossible; for whatsoever the fates have 
appointed to men, that I believe shall happen. For many 
things chance unto me, and unto you, and to divers others, 


18 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


wonderful and almost unheard of, which being declared 
unto the ignorant be accounted as lies. But verily I give 
credit unto his tale, and render entire thanks unto him in 
that (by the pleasant relation of this pretty tale) he hath 
distracted us so that I have quickly passed and shortened 
this long and weariful journey, and I think that my horse 
also was delighted with the same, and he brought me to the 
gate of this city without any pain at all, not so much by his 
back, as by mine own ears.” 

Thus ended both our talk and our journey, for they two 
turned on the left hand to the next village, and I rode up to 
the first inn that I saw, and I espied an old woman, of whom 
I enquired whether that city was called Hypata or no, who 
answered: “Yes.” Then I demanded whether she knew one 
Milo, one of the first men of the city, whereat she laughed, 
and said, “Verily it is not without cause that Milo is ac- 
counted first in the city, for he dwells altogether without 
the boundary.” To whom I said again: “T pray thee, good 
mother, do not mock, but tell me what manner of man he 
is, and where he dwelleth.” “Marry,” quoth she, “Do not 
you see those bay windows, which on the one side look out 
upon the city, and the doors on the other side to the next 
lane: there Milo dwells, very rich both in money and sub- 
stance, but by reason of his great avarice and covetousness 
he is evil spoken of, and he is a man that liveth all by 
usury, and lending his money upon pledges of silver and 
gold. Moreover he dwelleth in a small house and is ever 
counting his money, and hath a wife that is a companion of 
his extreme misery, neither keepeth he any more in his house 
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than one only maid, and he goes apparelled like unto a 
beggar.” 

Which when I heard I laughed with myself and thought: 
“Tn faith, my friend Demeas hath served me well and with 
forethought, which hath sent me, being a stranger, unto such 
a man, in whose house I shal] not be troubled either with 
smoke or with the scent of meat,” and therewithal I rode to 
the door, which was fast barred, and knocked aloud and 
cried. Then there came forth a maid which said: “Ho, sir- 
rah, that knock so fast, in what kind of sort will you borrow 
money; know you not that we use to take no pledge unless 
it be either gold or silver?” To whom I answered: “I pray 
thee, maid, speak more gently, and tell me whether thy 
master be within or no.” “Yes,” quoth she, “That he is; 
why do you ask?” “Marry,” said I, “I am come from 
Corinth, and have brought him letters from Demeas his 
friend.” Then said the maid: “I pray you tarry here till 1 
tell him so,” and therewithal she closed the doors and went 
in, and after a while she returned again, and said: “My 
master desireth you to come in”; and so I did, where I 
found him sitting upon a very little bed, just going to 
supper, and his wife sat at his feet, but there was no meat 
upon the table; and, pointing at it, “Behold,” said he, “Your 
entertainment.” “Well,” quoth I, and straightway delivered 
to him the letters which I brought from Demeas: which 
_ when he had quickly read, he said: “Verily, I thank my 
- friend Demeas very much, in that he hath sent me so worthy 
a guest as you are”: and therewithal he commanded his wife 
to sit away, and bade me sit in her place, and when I was 
about refusing by reason of courtesy, he pulled me by the 
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garment and willed me to sit down. “For we have,” quoth 
he, “No other stool here, nor other great store of household 
stuff for fear of robbing.” 

Then I (according to his commandment) sat down: and 
he fell into communication with me, and said: “Verily I 
conjecture (and rightly) by the comely feature of your 
body, and by the maidenly shamefastness of your face, that 
you are a gentleman born, as my friend Demeas hath no 
less declared the same in his letters: wherefore I pray you, 
take in good part our poor lodgings, and behold, yonder 
chamber hard by is at your commandment, use it as your 
own; then you shall both magnify our house by your deign- 
ing and shall gain to yourself good report, if, being con= 
tented with a humble lodging, you shall resemble and 
follow the virtuous qualities of your good father’s name- 
sake Theseus, who disdained not the slender and poor 
cottage of old Hecale.” And then he called his maid, which 
was named Fotis, and said: “Carry this gentleman’s packet 
into the chamber and lay it up safely, and bring quickly 
from the cupboard oil to anoint him, and a towel to rub 
him, and other things necessary; and then bring my guest 
to the nearest baths, for I know he is very weary of so long 
and difficult travel.” These things when I heard, I partly 
perceived the manners and parsimony of Milo, and (en- 
deavouring to bring myself further in his favour) I said: 
“Sir, there is no need of any of these things, for they are 
everywhere my companions by the way; and easily I shall 
enquire my way unto the baths, but my chief care is that 
my horse be well looked to, for he brought me hither 
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roundly, and therefore, I pray thee, Fotis, take this money 
and buy some hay and oats for him.” 

When this was done and all my things brought into the 
chamber, I walked towards the baths, but first I went to the 
provision market to buy some victuals for my supper, 
whereas I saw great plenty of fish set out to be sold, and 
so I cheapened part thereof, and that which they first held 
at an hundred pieces, I bought at length for twenty pence: 
which when I had done and was departing away, Pythias, 
one of mine old companions and fellow at Athens, fortuned 
to pass by, and viewing me a good space, in the end brought 
me kindly to his remembrance, and gently came and kissed 
me, saying: “O my dear friend Lucius, it is a great while 
past since we two saw each other, and moreover, from the 
time that we departed from our master Vestius I never 
heard any news of you; I pray you, Lucius, tell me the 
cause of your peregrination hither.” Then I answered and 
said: “I will make relation thereof unto you to-morrow: 
but what is this? Verily I think that you have obtained your 
own desire, whereof I am right glad. For I see these 
servitors that follow you, and these rods or verges which 
they bear: and this habit which you wear, like unto a magis- 
trate.” Then answered Pythias: “I bear the office and rule 
of the clerk of the market, and therefore if you will aught 
for your supper, speak and I will purvey it for you.” Then 
I thanked him heartily and said I had bought fish sufficient 
already for my dinner, but Pythias, when he espied my 
basket, took it and shook it, so that the fish might come to 
view, and demanded of me what I paid for all my sprats. 
“Tn faith,” quoth I, “I could scarce enforce the fishmonger 
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to sell them for twenty pence”; which when he heard, he 
seized my hand and brought me back again into the market, 
and enquired of me of whom I had bought such wretched 
stuff. I shewed him the old man which sat in a corner, 
whom straightway (by reason of his office) he did greatly 
blame, and said: “Is it thus that you serve and handle 
strangers? And especially our friends? Wherefore sel] you 
this fish so dear which is not worth a halfpenny? Now per- 
ceive I well that you are an occasion to make this place, 
which is the flower of all Thessaly, to be forsaken of all 
men and reduce it into an uninhabitable rock, by reason of 
your excessive prices of victuals; but assure yourself that 
you shall not escape without punishment, and you shall know 
what mine office is, and how I ought to punish such as do 
offend.” Then he took my basket and cast the fish on the 
ground, and commanded one of his servants to tread them 
all under his feet; so doing was Pythias well pleased with 
the severity he shewed in his office, and bade me farewell, 
and said that he was content with the shame and reproach 
done unto the old caitif#. So I went away, all amazed and 
astonished, towards the baths, considering with myself, and 
devising of the strong hand of that so prudent companion 
of mine, Pythias, whereby I had lost both my money and 
my meat: and there, when I had washed and refreshed my 
body, I returned again to Milo’s house, and so got into 
my chamber. 

Then came Fotis immediately unto me, and said that her 
master desired me to come to supper, but I (not ignorant of 
Milo’s abstinence) prayed courteously that I might be par- 
doned, since T thought best to ease my weary bones rather 
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with sleep and quietness than with meat. When Fotis had 
told this unto Milo, he came himself and took me by the 
hand to draw me gently with him, and while I did hold 
back and modestly excuse me, “I will not,” quoth he, “De- 
part from this place until such time as you shall go with 
me,” and to confirm the same he bound his words with an 
oath, whereby with insistence he enforced me all against 
my will to follow him and he brought me into his chamber, 
where he sat me down upon the bed, and demanded of me 
how this friend Demeas did, his wife, his children, and all 
his family; and I made him answer to every question; and 
specially he enquired the causes of my peregrination and 
travel; which when IJ had declared, he yet busily enquired 
of the state of my country, and the chief citizens, and 
principally of our Lieutenant and Viceroy. And when he 
perceived that I was not only wearied by my hard travel 
but also with talk, and that I fell asleep in the midst of 
my tale, and further that I spake nothing directly or ad- 
visably, but babbled only in imperfect words, he suffered me 
to depart to my chamber. So escaped I at length from the 
prattling and hungry supper of this rank old man, and 
being heavy with sleep and not with meat (as having supped 
only with talk) I returned unto my chamber and there 
betook me to my quiet and long-desired rest. 


BOOK II 


As soon as night was past and the new day began to 
spring, I fortuned to awake and rose out of my bed as 
half amazed, and indeed very desirous to know and see 
some marvellous and strange things, remembering with 
myself that I was in the midst part of all Thessaly, where, 
by the common report of all the world, is the birthplace of 
sorceries and enchantments, and I oftentimes repeated with 
myself the tale of my companion Aristomenes whereof the 
Scene was set in this city; all agog moreover (being moved 
both by desire and my own especial longing) I viewed the 
whole situation thereof with care. Neither was there any- 
thing which I saw there that I did believe to be the same 
which it was indeed, but everything seemed unto me to be 
transformed into other shapes by the wicked power of en- 
chantment, in so much that I thought the stones against 
which I might stumble were indurate and turned from men 
into that figure, and that the birds which I heard chirping, 
and the trees without the walls of the city, and the running 
waters were changed from men into such feathers and 
leaves and fountains. And further I thought that the statues 
and images would by and by move, and that the walls would 
talk, and the kine and other brute beasts would speak and 
tell strange news, and that immediately I should hear some 
oracle from the heaven and from the ray of the sun. 

24 
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Thus being astonished and dismayed, nay dumbfounded 
with the longing that did torment me, though I found no 
beginning nor indeed any trace to satisfy my curious desire, I 
went nevertheless from door to door, and at length, like 
some luxurious person strolling at my ease, I fortuned una- 
wares to come into the market-place, where I espied a cer- 
tain woman accompanied with a great many servants, 
walking apace, towards whom I drew nigh and viewed her 
precious stones set with gold and her garments woven with 
the same in such sort that she seemed to be some noble ma- 
tron: and there was an old man which followed her: who 
(as soon as he had espied me) said: “Verily this is Lucius,” 
and then he came and embraced me, and by and by he went 
unto his mistress, and whispered in her ear, and came to 
me again, saying: “How is it, Lucius, that you will not 
salute your dear cousin and friend?” To whom I answered: 
“Sir, I dare not be so bold as to take acquaintance of an un- 
known woman.” Howbeit as half ashamed with blushes and 
hanging head I drew back, she turned her gaze upon me and 
said: “Behold how he resembleth the same noble dignity 
as his modest mother Salvia doth; behold his countenance 
and body agreeing thereto in each point, behold his comely 
stature, his graceful slenderness, his delicate colour, his hair 
yellow and not too foppishly dressed, his grey and quick eyes 
shining like unto the eagle’s, his blooming countenance in 
all points, and his grave and comely gait.” And moreover 
she said: ““O Lucius, I have nourished thee with mine own 
proper hands, and why not? For I am not only of kindred 
unto thy mother by blood, but also her foster-sister; for we 
are both descended of the line of Plutarch, sucked the same 
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paps, and were brought up together as sisters in one house; 
and further there is no other difference between us two, but 
that she is married more honourably than I: I am the same 
Byrrhaena whom you have perhaps often heard named as 
one of those that reared you. Wherefore I pray you to come 
with all confidence to my house—nay, use it as your own.” 
By whose words my blushes had time to disperse, and I said: 
“God forbid, cousin, that I should forsake mine host Milo 
without any just and reasonable cause, but verily, I will do 
as much as I may without hurt to the duties of a guest, and 
as often as I have occasion to pass by your house I will come 
and see how you do.” 

While we went talking thus together, in a very few steps 
we came to her house; and behold the court of the same was 
very beautiful set with pillars quadrangularwise, on the top 
whereof were placed caryen statues and images of the god- 
dess of Victory, so lively and with such excellency portrayed 
and with wings spread forth, their dewy feet just poised 
upon motionless globes, that you would verily have thought 
that they had flown, and were hovering with their wings 
hither and thither. There also the image of Diana, wrought 
in white marble, stood in the midst of all, holding all in 
balance, which was a marvellous sight to see, for she seemed 
as though the wind did blow up her garments, striding 
briskly forward, so that she was now to encounter with 
them that came into the house, a goddess very venerable and 
majestic to see: on each side of her were dogs made also of 
Stone, that seemed to menace with their fiery eyes, their 
pricked ears, their wide nostrils and their grinning teeth, in 
such sort that if any dogs in the neighbourhood had bayed 
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and barked, you would have thought the sound came from 
their stony throats. And moreover (which was a greater 
marvel to behold) the excellent carver and deviser of this 
work had fashioned the dogs to stand up fiercely with their 
former feet ready to run, and their hinder feet set firmly on 
the ground. Behind the back of the goddess was carved a 
stone rising in manner of a cavern, environed with moss, 
herbs, leaves, sprigs, green branches, and boughs of vines 
growing in and about the same, and within the image of the 
statue glistened and shone marvellously upon the stone; 
under the brim of the rock hung apples and grapes polished 
finely, wherein art (envying nature) shewed its great cun- 
ning: for they were so lively set out that you would have 
thought that now autumn, the season of wine, had breathed 
upon them the colour of ripeness, and that they might have 
been pulled and eaten; and if, bending down, thou didst be- 
hold the running water which seemed to spring and leap 
under the feet of the goddess, thou mightest mark the grapes 
which hung down and seemed even to move and stir like the 
very grapes of the vine. Moreover amongst the branches of 
the stone appeared the image of Acteon looking eagerly upon 
the goddess: and both in the stream and in the stone he might 
be seen already beginning to be turned into a hart as he 
waited to spy Diana bathe. 

And while I was greatly delighted with exploring the 
view of these things, Byrrhaena spake to me and said: 
“Cousin, all things here be at your commandment.” And 
therewithal she willed all the residue to depart from our 
secret conference, who being gone she said: “My most dear 
cousin Lucius, I swear by this goddess Diana that I do greatly 
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fear for your safety, and am as careful for you long be- 
fore, as if you were mine own natural child; beware I say, 
beware of the evil arts and wicked allurements of that 
Pamphile that is the wife of Milo, whom you call your host, 
for she is accounted the most chief and principal magician 
and enchantress of every necromantic spell: who, by breath- 
ing out certain words and charms over boughs and stones 
and other frivolous things, can throw down all the light of 
the starry heavens into the deep bottom of hell, and reduce 
them again to the old chaos. For as soon as she espieth any 
comely young man, she is forthwith stricken with his love, 


and presently setteth her eye and whole affection on him: 


she soweth her seed of flattery, she invadeth his spirit, and 
entangleth him with continual snares of immeasurable love. 
And then if any accord not to her filthy desire, so that they 
seem loathsome in her eye, by and by in a moment she either 
turneth them into stones, sheep, or some other beast as her- 
self pleaseth, and some she presently slays and murders; 
of whom I would you should earnestly beware. For she 
burneth continually, and you, by reason of your tender age 
and comely beauty, are capable of her fire and love.” 

Thus with great care Byrrhaena charged me, but I never- 
theless, that was curious and coveted after such sorcery and 
witchcraft, as soon as I heard its name, little esteemed to be- 
ware of Pamphile, but willingly determined to bestow 
abundance of money in learning of that teacher, and even 
to leap of my own accord into that very pit whereof Byr- 
thaena had warned me, and so I waxed mad and hasty, and 
wresting myself out of her company, as out of links or 
chains, I bade her farewell, and departed with all speed 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 29 


towards the house of mine host Milo. Then as I hastened 
by the way like one bereft of wit, I reasoned thus with my- 
self: “O Lucius, now take heed, be vigilant, have a good 
care, for now thou hast time and place to satisfy thy long- 
ing, and mayest gain the desire thou hast so long nourished 
and fill thy heart with marvels. Now shake off thy child- 
ishness and come close to this matter like a man, but specially 
temper thyself from the love of thine hostess, and abstain 
from violation of the bed of worthy Milo; but strongly at- 
tempt to win the maiden Fotis, for she is beautiful, wanton 
and pleasant in talk. Nay yestereve when thou wentest to 
sleep, she brought thee gently into thy chamber, and ten- 
derly laid thee down in thy bed, and lovingly covered thee, 
and kissed thy head sweetly, and shewed in her countenance 
how unwillingly she departed, and cast her eyes oftentimes 
back and stood still; then good speed to thee; then hast thou 
a good occasion ministered unto thee, even if it betide thee 
ill, to prove and try the mind of Fotis.” 

Thus while I reasoned with myself, I came to Milo’s 
door persevering still in my purpose, but I found neither 
Milo nor his wife at home, but only my dear and sweet love 
Fotis mincing pigs’ meat as if for stuffing, and slicing flesh, 
and making pottage for her master and mistress, and I 
thought I smelled even from thence the savour of some 
haggis very sweet and dainty. She had about her middle a 
white and clean apron, and she was girded high about her 
body beneath her breasts with a girdle of red shining silk, 
and she stirred the pot and turned the meat with her fair 
and white hands, in such sort and with such stirrings and 
turning the same that her loins and hips did likewise gently 
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move and shake, which was in my mind a comely sight to 
see. These things when I saw I was half amazed, and stood 
musing with myself, and my courage came then upon me 
which before was scant. And I spoke unto Fotis at last, and 
said: “O Fotis, how trimly, how merrily, with shaking your 
hips you can stir the pot, and how sweet do you make the 
pottage. O happy and thrice happy is he to whom you give 
leave and license to dip his finger therein.” Then she, being 
likewise witty and merrily disposed, gave answer: “Depart, 
I say, wretch, from me; depart from my fire, for if the 
flame thereof do never so little blaze forth it will burn thee 
inwardly, and none can extinguish the heat thereof but I 
alone, who know well how with daintiest seasoning to stir 
both board and bed.” 

When she had said these words she cast her eyes upon me 
and laughed, but I did not depart from thence until such 
time as I had viewed her in every point: but why should I 
speak of other things? When as it hath always been my 
chief care both abroad to mark and view the head and hair 
of every dame and afterwards delight myself therewith pri- 
vately at home, and this is my firm and fixed judgment, for 
that is the principal part of all the body, and is first open to 
our eyes; and whatsoever flourishing and gorgeous apparel 
doth for the other parts of the body, this doth the natural 
and comely beauty set forth on the head. Moreover there be 
divers, that (to the intent to shew their grace and loveliness) 
will cast off their partlets and habiliments, and do more de- 
light to shew the fairness and ruddiness of their skin in 
beauty unadorned than to deck themselves up in raiment of 
gold. But, though it be a crime unto me to say it, and I pray 
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there may be no example of so foul a thing, know ye that if 
_ you spoil and cut off the hair of any woman and deprive her 
of this natural adornment of her face, though she were 
never so excellent in beauty, though she were thrown down 
from heaven, sprung of the seas, nourished of the floods, 
though she were Venus herself, accompanied with the 
Graces, waited upon by all the court of Cupids, girded with 
her beautiful scarf of love, sweet like cinnamon and be- 
dewed with balsam; yet if she appeared bald she could in no 
wise please, no, not her own Vulcan. O how well doth a 
fair colour and a brilliant sheen agree with glittering hair! 
Behold it encounteth with the beams of the sun like swift 
lightning, or doth softly reflect them back again, or chang- 
eth clean contrary into another grace. Sometimes the beauty 
of the hair, shining like gold, resembles the colour of 
honey; sometimes, when it is raven black, the blue plume 
and azure feathers about the necks of doves, especially when 
it is anointed with the nard of Arabia, or trimly tuffed out 
with the teeth of a fine comb; and if it be tied up in the 
nape of the neck, it seemeth to the lover that beholdeth the 
same as a glass that yieldeth forth a more pleasant and gra- 
cious comeliness. The same is it if it should be gathered 
thick on the crown of the head, or if it should hang down 
scattering behind on the shoulders of the woman. Finally, 
there is such a dignity in the hair, that whatsoever she be, 
though she never be so bravely attired with gold, silks, pre- 
cious stones, and other rich and gorgeous ornaments, yet if 
her hair be not curiously set forth, she cannot seem fair. 

But in my Fotis not her studied care thereof but rather its 
disorderliness did increase her beauty: her rich tresses hung 
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gently about her shoulders, and were dispersed abroad upon 
every part of her neck hanging from the nape, and fell 
fairly down enwound in a kerchief, until at last they were 
trussed up upon her crown with a knot: then I, unable to 
sustain the torture of the great desire that I was in, ran upon 
her and kissed very sweetly the place where she had thus 
laid her hair upon her crown, whereat she turned her face 
and cast her sidelong and rolling eyes upon me, saying: “O 
scholar, thou hast tasted now both honey and gall; take heed 
that the sweetness of thy pleasure do not turn into the bitter- 
ness of repentance.” “Tush!” quoth I: “My sweetheart, I 
am contented for such another kiss to be broiled here upon 
this fire”; wherewithal I embraced her more closely and 
began to kiss her. Then she embraced and kissed me with 
like passion of love, and moreover her breath smelled like 
cinnamon, and the liquor of her tongue was like sweet nec- 
tar. Wherewith when my mind was greatly delighted, I 
said: “Behold, Fotis, I am yours and shall presently die, nay, 
Tam already dead, unless you take pity upon me,” which 
when I had said, she eftsoons kissed me and bade me be of 
good courage. “And I will,” quoth she, “Satisfy your whole 
desire, and it shall be no longer delayed than until night, 
when as (assure yourself) I will come to your chamber; 
wherefore go your ways and prepare yourself, for I intend 
valiantly and courageously to contend with you this night.” 
Thus when we had lovingly talked and reasoned together, 
we departed for that time. 

When noon was just now come Byrrhaena sent unto me a 
present of a fat pig, five hens, and a flagon of old wine and 
rare. Then I called Fotis and said: “Behold how Bacchus, 
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_ the aider and abettor of Venus, doth offer himself of his own 
accord; let us therefore drink up this wine, that we may do 


utterly away with the cowardice of shame and get us the 


courage of pleasure, for the voyage of Venus wanteth no 
other provision than this, that the lamp may be all the night 
replenished with oil, and the cups filled with wine.” 

The residue of the day I passed away at the baths, and 
then to supper, for I was bid by the worthy Milo, and so I 
sat down at his little table, so neatly furnished, out of Pam- 
_ phile’s sight as much as I could, being mindful of the com-~ 
mandment of Byrrhaena, and only sometimes I would cast 
mine eyes upon her, as if I should look upon the lakes of 
hell; but then I (eftsoons turning my face behind me, and 
beholding my Fotis ministering at the table) was again re- 
freshed and made merry. And behold, when it was now eve- 
ning and Pamphile did see the lamp standing on the table, 
she said: “Verily we shall have much rain to-morrow,” which 
when her husband did hear, he demanded of her, by what 
reason she knew it. “Marry,” quoth she, “The light on the 
table doth shew the same”: then Milo laughed and said: 
“Verily we nourish and bring up a Sibyl prophesier in this — 
lamp, which doth divine from its socket of celestial things, 
and of the sun itself, as from a watch-tower.” 

Then I mused in my mind and said unto Milo: “OL 
truth now it is my first experience and proof of divination, 
neither is it any marvel, for although this light is but a 
~ small light and made by the hands of man, yet hath it a re- 
membrance of that great and heavenly light as of its parent, 
and by its divine spirit of prophecy doth both know and 
_ shew unto us, what he will do in the skies above: for I knew 
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among us at Corinth a certain man of Assyria, who by his 
answers set the whole city in a turmoil, and for the gain of 
money would tell every man his fortune: to some he would 
tell the days they should marry; to others he would tell 
when they should build, so that their edifices should con- 
tinue; to others when they should best go about their affairs; 
to others when they should travel by land; to others when 
they should go by sea; and to me (enquiring of my journey 
hither) he declared many things strange and variable. For 
sometimes he said that I should win glory enough, some- 
times that mine should be a great history, sometimes an in- 
credible tale and the subject of books.” 

Whereat Milo laughed again, and enquired of me of 
what stature this man of Assyria was, and what he was 
named. “In faith,” quoth I, “He is a tall man and some- 
what black, and he is called Diophanes.” Then said Milo: 
“The same is he and no other, who likewise hath declared 
many things unto many of us, whereby he got and obtained 
no small profit, indeed much substance and treasure, but fell 
at length, poor wretch, into the hands of unpropitious fate, 
or I might say fate unfaithful. For being on a day amongst 
a great assembly of people, to tell the bystanders their for- 
tune, a certain merchant called Cerdo came unto him, and 
desired him to tell when it should be best for him to take his 
voyage, the which when he had done, Cerdo had already 
opened his purse and already poured forth his money and 
counted out a hundred pence to pay him for the pains of his 
soothsaying; whereupon came a certain young nobleman 
from behind and took Diophanes by the garment, and 
turned him about and embraced and kissed him close, and 
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Diophanes kissed him again and desired him to sit down by 
him. And being astonished with this sudden chance, he for- 
got the present business that he was doing, and said: ‘O dear 
friend, you are heartily welcome; I pray you when arrived 
you, whom we have looked for so long, into these parts?’ 
Then answered he: ‘Just this last evening; but, brother, I 
pray you tell me of your sudden coming from the Isle of 
Euboea, and how you sped by the way, both of sea and 
land?” Whereunto Diophanes, this notable Assyrian, not yet 
come unto his mind but half amazed, gave answer and said: 
‘I would to God that all our enemies and evil-willers might 
fall into the like dangerous peregrination, as troublesome as 
Ulysses’ was, for the ship which we were in (after that it 
was by the waves of the sea and by the great tempest tossed 
hither and thither, in great peril, and after that both the 
rudders brake alike in pieces) was but just brought to the 
further shore, but sunk utterly into the water, and so we did 
swim and hardly escaped to land with loss of all that we 
had: and after that, whatsoever was given unto us in recom- 
pense of our losses, either by the pity of strangers or by the 
benevolence of our friends, was taken away from us by a 
band of thieves, whose violence when mine only brother 
Arignotus did essay to resist, he was cruelly murdered by 
them before my face.’ While he was still sadly declaring 
these things, the merchant Cerdo took up his money again, 
which he had told out to pay for the telling of his fortune, 
‘and ran away: and then Diophanes coming to himself per- 
ceived what he had done, how his imprudence had ruined 
him, and we all that stood by laughed greatly. But surely, 
I pray that unto you, O Lucius, did Diophanes tell the 
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truth, if to you alone, and may you be happy, and have a 
prosperous journey.” 

Thus Milo reasoned with me, but I groaned within my- 
self and was not a little sorry that I had by my own doing 
turned him into such a vein of talk so unseasonably, that I 
was like to lose a good part of the night, and the sweet pleas- 
ure thereof, but at length I boldly swallowed my shame and 
said unto Milo: “Let Diophanes farewell with his evil for- 
tune, and disgorge again to sea and land that spoil that he 
wins from all nations, for I verily do yet feel the weariness 
of my travel of yesterday; wherefore I pray you pardon 
me, and give me license, being very tired, to depart early to 
bed,” wherewithal I rose up and went to my chamber, 
where I found all manner of meats finely prepared, and the 
servants’ bed (so that they should not hear, methinks, our 
tattling of the night) was removed far off without the 
chamber door. By my bed a table was set, all covered with 
no small store of such meats as were left at supper, generous 
cups were filled half full with liquor, leaving room only for 
enough water to temper and delay the wine, the flagon 
stood ready prepared, its neck opened with a wide and 
smooth cut, that one might the easier draw from it, and 
there did nothing lack which was necessary for the prepara- 
tion of Venus. 

Now when I was just entered into the bed, behold my 
Fotis (who had brought her mistress to sleep) drew nigh, 
with bunches of rose garlands and rose blooms in her apron, 
and she kissed me closely and tied a garland about my head, 
and cast the residue about me. Which when she had done, 
she took up a cup of wine, and tempered it with hot water, 
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_and proffered it me to drink, and before I had drunk up all, 
_ she gently pulled it from my mouth, and sipping it slowly 
and looking upon me the while, she drank that which was 
left, and in this manner we emptied the pot twice or thrice 
together. Thus when I had well replenished myself with 
_ wine, and was now ready not only in mind but also in body, 
_ I shewed to Fotis my great impatience and said: “O my 
sweetheart, take pity upon me and help me: for as you see, 
I am prepared unto the battle now approaching which your- 
self did appoint without the herald’s aid, for after that I 
felt the first arrow of cruel Cupid within my breast I bent 
my bow very strong, and now fear (because it is bended so 
hard) lest the string should break: but that thou mayest the 
better please me, unbrace thy hair and come and embrace me 
lovingly”; wherewithal she made no long delay, but set 
aside all the meat and wine, and then unapparelled herself 
and unattired her hair, presenting her amiable body unto 
me in manner of fair Venus, when she goeth under the 
waves of the sea. “Now,” quoth she, “Is come the hour of 
jousting, now is come the time of war, wherefore shew thy- 
self like unto a man, for IJ will not retire, I will not fly the 
field; see then thou be valiant, see thou be courageous, since 
there is no time appointed when our skirmish shall cease.” 
In saying these words she came to me, and embraced me 
sweetly, and so we passed all the night in pastime and pleas- 
ure, and never slept till it was day; but we would ever re- 
fresh our weariness and provoke our pleasure by drinking 
of wine. In which sort we pleasantly passed many nights 
- following. 

It fortuned on a day that Byrrhaena desired me to sup 
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with her, and she would in no wise take any excuse. Where- 
upon I must go unto Fotis to ask counsel of her as of some 
divine, who (although she was unwilling that I should de- 
part one foot from her company) yet at length she gave me 
license to be absent for a while from amorous debate, say- 
ing: “Look you, beware that you tarry not long at supper 
there, for there is a rabble of well-born youths that dis- 
turbeth the public peace, and you may see many murdered 
about in the streets, neither can the armies of the governor, 
for that they are afar off, rid the city of this great plague. 
And they will the sooner set upon you, by reason of your high 
station and for that they will disdain you being a foreigner.” 
Then I answered and said: “Have no care for me, Fotis, 
for I esteem the pleasure which I have with thee above the 
dainty meat that I eat abroad, and I will take away that fear 
that you have by returning again quickly. Nevertheless, I 
mind not to go without company, for I have here my sword 
by my side, whereby I hope to defend myself.” 

And so in this sort I went to supper, and behold I found 
at Byrrhaena’s house a great company of strangers, the very 
flower of the citizens, for that she was one of the chief and 
principal women of the city. The tables (made of citron- 
wood and ivory) were richly adorned, the couches spread 
with cloth of gold, the cups were great and garnished pre- 
ciously in sundry fashion, but were of like estimation and 
price: here stood a glass gorgeously wrought, there stood an- 
other of crysal finely chased, there stood a cup of glittering 
silver, and here stood another of shining gold, and here was 
another of amber artificially carved, and precious stones 
made to drink out of; finally, there were all things that 
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might never be found. A crowd of servitors brought orderly 
the plentiful meats in rich apparel, the pages curled and 
_ arrayed in silk robes did fill great gems made in form of 
cups with ancient wine. 

Then one brought in candles and torches: and when we 
were sat down and placed in order we began to talk, to 
laugh and be merry. And Byrrhaena spoke to me, and said: 
“T pray you, cousin, how like you our company? Verily I 
think there is no other city which hath the like temples, baths 
and other commodities as we have here: further we have 
abundance of household stuff, we have freedom for him 
that will rest, and when a busy merchant cometh, he may 
find here as many as at Rome; but for a stranger that will 
_ have quiet there is peace as at a country-house: and in fine, 
all that dwell within this province (when they purpose to 
solace and repose themselves) do come to this city.” 

Whereunto I answered: “Verily you tell truth, for I 
have found no place in all the world where I may be freer 
than here; but I greatly fear the blind and inevitable pits of 
witchcraft, for they say that not even the graves of the dead 
are safe, but the bones and slices of such as are slain be 
digged up from tombs and pyres to afflict and torment such 
as live: and the old witches as soon as they hear of the death 
of any person do forthwith go and uncover the hearse and 
spoil the corpse before ever it be buried.” 

‘Then another sitting at the table spoke and said: “In faith 
you say true, neither yet do they spare or favour the living. 
For I know one not far hence that was cruelly handled by 
them and hath suffered much with all manner of cutting of 
his face”; whereat all the company laughed heartily, and 
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looked upon one that sat apart at the board’s end, who being 
amazed at all their gazing and angry withal, murmured 
somewhat and would have risen from the table had not 
Byrrhaena spoken to him and said: “I pray thee, friend 
Thelyphron, sit still, and according to thy accustomed cour- 
tesy declare unto us thy story, to the end that my son Lucius 
may be delighted with the pleasantness of thy tale.” To 
whom he answered: “Ah dame, you are always the same in 
the office of your bounty and thoughtfulness, but the in- 
solence of some is not to be supported.” This he said very 
angrily, but Byrrhaena was earnest upon him and conjured 
him by her own life that he should, how unwilling soever, 
tell his tale, whereby he was enforced to declare the same: 
and so (lapping up the end of the table-cloth into an heap) 
he leaned with his elbow thereon, and sat up upon the couch 
and held out his right hand in the manner of an orator, shut- 
ting down the two smaller fingers and stretching out the 
other three, and pointing up with this thumb a little, and 
said : 

“When I was a young man I went from the city called 
Miletus to see the games and triumphs called Olympian, 
and being desirous also to come into this famous province, 
after that I had travelled over all Thessaly, I fortuned in an 
evil hour to come to the city of Larissa, where, while I went 
up and down to view the streets, to take some relief for my 
poor estate (for I had spent near all my money) I espied a 
tall old man standing upon a stone in the midst of the 
market-place, crying with a loud voice, and saying that if 
any man would watch a dead corpse that night he should be 
rewarded and a price be fixed for his pains. Which when I 
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heard I said to one that passed by: ‘What is here to do? Do 
_ dead men use to run away in this country?’ Then answered 
he: “Hold your peace; for you are but a babe and a stranger, 
and not without cause you are ignorant how you are in 
Thessaly, where the women witches do bite off by morsels 
the flesh of the faces of dead men, and thereby work their 
sorceries and enchantments.’ “Then,” quoth I, ‘In good fel- 
lowship tell me the order of this custody of the dead and 
how it is?’ ‘Marry,’ quoth he, ‘First you must watch all the 
night, with your eyes staring and bent continually upon the 
corpse, without winking, never looking off nor even moving 
aside: for these witches do change their skin and turn them- 
selves at will into sundry kinds of beasts, whereby they de- 
ceive the eyes even of the sun and of very Justice; sometimes 
they are transformed into birds, sometimes into dogs and 
mice, and sometimes into flies; moreover they will charm 
the keepers of the corpse asleep, neither can it be declared 
what means and shifts these wicked women do use to bring 
their purpose to pass: and the reward for such dangerous 
watching is no more than four or six pieces of gold. But 
_hearken further, which I had well nigh forgotten, if the 
keeper of the dead do not render on the morning following 
the corpse whole and sound as he received the same, he shall 
be punished in this sort. That is; if the corpse be diminished 
or spoiled in any part, the same shall be diminished and 
spoiled in the face of the keeper to patch it up withal.’ 
_ “Which when I heard I took a good heart and went unto 
the crier and bade him cease, for I would take the matter in 
hand, and so I demanded what I should have. ‘Marry,’ quoth 
he, ‘A thousand pence; but beware I say, young man, that 
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you do well defend the dead corpse from the wicked 
witches, for he was the son of one of the chiefest of the 
city.” “Tush,” said I, ‘You speak you cannot tell what;— 
behold I am a man made all of iron, and have never desire 
to sleep, and am more quick of sight than Lynceus or Argus, 
and must be all eyes.’ 

“T had scarce spoken these words, when he took me by the 
hand, and brought me to a certain house, the gate whereof 
was closed fast, so that I went through a small wicket, and 
then he brought me into a chamber somewhat dark, the 
light being shut out, and shewed me a matron clothed in 
mourning vesture and weeping in lamentable wise: and he 
stood by and spake unto her and said: ‘Behold here is one 
that is employed to watch the corpse of your husband faith- 
fully this night.’ Which when she heard, she pushed aside 
her hair that hung before her blubbered face that was yet 
very fair, and turned her unto me, saying: ‘Mark you, 
young man, take good heed and see you be vigilant to your 
office.’ “Have no care,’ quoth I, ‘So that you will give me 
something above that which is due to be given,’ wherewith 
she was contented; and then rose and brought me into an- 
other chamber, wherein the corpse lay covered with white 
sheets, and she called seven witnesses, before whom she re- 
moved the cloth, and wept long over him, then shewed the 
dead body and every part and parcel thereof, and with 
weeping eyes desired them all to testify the matter, which 
done she said these words that she had composed of set pur- 
pose, while one wrote and noted the same in tables: ‘Behold 
his nose is whole, his eyes safe, his ears without scar, his lips 
untouched, and his chin sound: do you, good citizens, bear 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 43 


witness hereto’: and then was all inscribed with the hands 
of the witnesses to confirm the same. 

“This done, I said unto the matron: ‘Madam, I pray you 
bid that I may have all things here necessary.? ‘What is 
that?” quoth she. ‘Marry,’ said I, ‘A great lamp replenished 
with oil, pots of wine, and warm water to temper the same, 
a cup, and some other dainty dish that was left at supper.’ 
Then she shook her head, and said: ‘Away, fool as thou art, 
thinkest thou to play the glutton here, and to look for dainty 
meats, where so long time hath not been seen any smoke at 
all? Comest thou here to revel, rather than weep and lament 
suitably to the place?’ And therewithal she turned back and 
commanded her maiden Myrrhine to deliver me a lamp 
with oil, and to close in the watcher and depart from the 
room. 

“Now when I was alone to keep the corpse company, I 
rubbed mine eyes to arm them for watching, and to the in- 
tent that I would not sleep I solaced my mind with singing, 
and so I passed the time till it was dark, and then night 
deeper and deeper still, and then midnight, when behold, as 
I grew already more afraid, there crept in a weasel into the 
_ chamber, and she came against me and fixed a sharp look 
upon me and put me in very great fear, in so much that I 
marvelled greatly of the audacity of so little a beast. To 
whom I said: ‘Get thee hence, thou filthy brute, and hie thee 
tothe mice thy fellows, lest thou feel my fingers. Why 
wilt thou not go?’ Then incontinently she ran away, and 
when she was quite gone from the chamber, I fell on the 
ground so fast in the deepest depth of sleep that Apollo him- 
self could not well discern whether of us two was the dead 
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corpse, for I lay prostrate as one without life, and needed 
a keeper likewise, and had as well not been there. 

“At length the cocks began to crow declaring night past 
and that it was now day, wherewithal I waked and, being 
greatly afraid, ran unto the dead body with the lamp in my 
hand, and I uncovered his face and viewed him closely 
round about; all the parts were there: and immediately 
came in the wretched matron all blubbered with her wit- 
nesses, and threw herself upon the corpse, and eftsoons kiss- 
ing him, examined his body in the lamplight, and found no 
part diminished. Then she turned and commanded one 
Philodespotus, her steward, to pay the good guardian his 
wages forthwith, which when he had done, he said: “We 
thank you, gentle young man, for your pains, and verily for 
your diligence herein we will account you as one of the. 
family.’ 

“Whereupon I, being joyous of my unhoped gain, and 
rattling my money in my hand, as I gazed upon its shining 
colour, did answer: ‘Nay, madam, I pray you, esteem me as 
one of your servitors; and as often as you need my services 
at any time, I am at your commandment.’ 

“T had not fully declared these words, when as behold, 
all the servants of the house did curse the dreadful omi- 
nousness of my words, and were assembled to drive me away 
with all manner of weapons; one buffeted me about the face 
with his fists, another thrust his elbows into my shoulders, 
some struck me in the sides with their hands, some kicked 
me, some pulled me by the hair, some tore my garments, 
and so I was handled amongst them and driven from the 
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house even as the proud young man Adonis who was torn by 
_ a boar, or Orpheus the Muses’ poet. 

“When I was come into the next street to recover my 
spirit, I mused with myself too late mine unwise and unad- 
vised words which I had spoken, whereby I considered that 
I had deserved much more punishment, and that I was 
worthily beaten for my folly: and by and by the corpse 
came forth, after the last words of farewell and lamenta- 
tion, which (because it was the body of one of the chiefs 
of the city) was carried in funeral pomp round about the 
market-place, according to the rite of the country there. 
And forthwith stepped out an old man weeping and lament- 
ing and tearing his venerable and aged hair, and ran unto 
the bier and embraced it, and with deep sighs and sobs cried 
out in this sort: ‘O masters, I pray you, by the duty which 
you owe to the public weal, take pity and mercy upon this 
dead corpse, who is miserably murdered, and do vengeance 
on this wicked and cursed woman his wife, which hath com- 
mitted this fact, for it is she and no other that hath poisoned 
her husband, my sister’s son, to the intent to maintain her 
adultery and to get his heritage.’ 

“Tn this sort the old man complained before the face of 
all the people. Then they, astonished at these sayings and 
because the thing seemed to be true, began to be very angry 
and cried out: ‘Burn her, burn her,’ and they sought for 
stones to throw at her, and willed the boys in the street to do 
the same; but she, weeping in lamentable wise with feigned 
tears, did swear by all the gods that she was not culpable 
_ of this crime. 

“Then quoth the old man: ‘Let us refer the judgement 
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of truth to the divine providence of God. Behold here is one 
Zatchlas, an Egyptian, who is the most principal prophesier 
in all this country, and who was hired of me long since to 
bring back the soul of this man from hell for a short season, 
and to revive his body from beyond the threshold of death 
for the trial hereof’; and therewithal he brought forth a 
certain young man clothed in linen raiment, having on his 
feet a pair of sandals of palm-leaves and his crown shaven; 
and he kissed his hands often and touched even his knees, 
saying: “O Priest, have mercy, have mercy, I pray thee by 
the celestial planets, by the powers infernal, by the virtue of 
the natural elements, by the silences of the night, by the 
temples nigh unto the town of Coptos, by the increase of 
the flood of Nile, by the secret mysteries of Memphis, and 
by the rattles * of Pharos: have mercy I say, and call again 
to the light of the sun for a short moment this dead body, 
and make that his eyes which be closed and shut for ever, may 
be opened awhile and see; howbeit we mean not to strive 
against the law of death, neither intend we to deprive the 
earth of its right, but (to the end that vengeance may be 
done) we crave but a small time and space of life.’ 

“At this the prophet was moved, and took a certain herb, 
and laid it three times upon the mouth of the dead, and he 
took another, and laid it upon his breast in like sort: thus 
when he had done he turned himself unto the East, and 
made silently certain orisons unto the proud and rising sun, 
which caused all the people to marvel greatly at the sight of 
this solemn acting, and to look for the strange miracle that 
should happen. 


1 The sistrum or rattle of Isis. 
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“Then I pressed in amongst them nigh behind the bier, 
and got upon a stone to look curiously upon this mystery, 
and behold incontinently his breast did swell, the dead body 
began to receive spirit, his principal veins did move, his life 
came again, and he held up his head, and spoke in this sort: 
‘Why do you call me back again to the duties of this transi- 
tory life, that have already tasted of the water of Lethe, 
and likewise floated upon the waters of Styx? Leave off, I 
pray, leave off, and let me lie in quiet rest.” When these 
words were uttered by the dead corpse, the prophet, moved 
with anger, said: ‘I charge thee to tell, before the face of 
all the people here, the secret occasion of thy death. What? 
Dost thou think that I cannot by my conjurations call up 
the Furies and by my puissance torment thy weary limbs?’ 

“Then the corpse moved up his head again, and with a 
deep groan thus made reverence unto the people, and said: 
‘Verily, I was poisoned by the evil arts of my newly wedded 
wife, and so yielded my bed, still warm, unto an adulterer.’ 
Whereat his excellent wife, taking present audacity and 
reproving his sayings, with a cursed mind did deny it. The 
people were in a turmoil and divided in sundry ways; some 
thought best the vile woman should be buried alive with her 
husband, but some said there ought no credit to be given 
unto the dead body that spake falsely: which opinion was 
clean taken away by the words which the corpse spoke again 
with deeper groaning, and said: “Behold, I will give you 
an evident token, which never yet any other man knew, 

whereby you shall perceive that I declare the truth,’ and by 
and by he pointed towards me that stood on the stone and 
said: ‘When this, the good guardian of my body, watched 
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me diligently in the night, and the wicked witches and 
enchantresses came into the chamber to spoil me of my 
limbs, and to bring such their purpose to pass, did transform 
themselves into the shape of beasts; and when they could in 
no wise deceive or beguile his vigilant eyes, they cast him at 
last into so dead and sound a sleep that by their witchcraft 
he seemed without spirit or life. After this they called me 
by my name, and did never cease till the cold members of 
my body began by little and little to revive to obey their 
magic arts: then he, being lively indeed, howbeit buried ir 
sleep, because he and I were named by one name, rose up 
when they called, and walked as one without sense like some 
lifeless ghost: and they, though the door was fast closed, 
came in by a certain hole and cut off first his nose and then 
his ears, and so that butchery was done to him, which was 
appointed to be done to me. And that such their subtlety 
might not be perceived, they made him very exactly a like 
pair of ears of wax, and fitted it exactly upon him, and a 
nose like his they made also, wherefore you may see that 
the poor wretch for his diligence hath for lucre of a little 
money sustained loss of his members.” 

“Which when he had said I was greatly astonished, and 
(minding to feel my face) put my hand to my nose, and 
my nose fell off, and put my hand to my ears, and my ears 
fell off. Whereat all the people pointed and nodded at me, 
and laughed me to scorn: but I (being stricken in a cold 
Sweat) crept between their legs for shame and escaped away. 
So I, disfigured and ridiculous, could never return home 
again, but covered the loss of mine ears with my long hair 
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and glued this clout to my face to hide the shame of my 
nose.” 

As soon as Thelyphron had told his tale they which sat at 
the table, replenished with wine, laughed heartily; and 
while they cried for a toast after their fashion to Laughter, 
Byrrhaena spoke to me and said: “From the first foundation 
of this city, we alone of all men have had a custom to cele- 
brate with joyful and pleasant rites the festival day of the 
god Laughter, and to-morrow is the feast, when I pray you 
to be present to set out the same more honourably, and I 
would with all my heart that you could find or devise some- 
what merry of yourself, that you might the more honour so 
great a god.” To whom I answered: “Verily, cousin, I will 
do as you command me, and right glad would I be if I might 
invent any laughing or merry matter to please or satisfy 
Laughter withal.” Then at the warning of my servant, 


who told me the night was late, being also well drunken 


with wine, I rose from the table, took leave of Byrrhaena, 


-and departed with tottering steps on my homeward way. 


But when we came into the first street, the torch where- 
unto we trusted went out with a sudden gust of wind, so 


that with great pain we could scarce get out of this sudden 
darkness to our lodging, weary with our toes stumbling 
against the stones. And when we were well nigh come to the 


door, behold I saw three men of great stature heaving and 


lifting at Milo’s gates to get in. And when they saw me, 


they were nothing afraid, but assayed with more force to 


break down the doors, whereby they gave me occasion, and 
not without cause, to think that they were strong thieves. 
Whereupon I straightway drew my sword which I carried 
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for that purpose under my cloak, and ran in amongst them, 
and wounded them deeply as each thrust against me, in such 
sort that they fell down for their many and great wounds 
before my feet and gave up the ghost. Thus when I had 
slain them all, I knocked, sweating and breathing, at the 
door, till Fotis, awaked by the tumult, let me in. And then 
full weary with the slaughter of these three thieves, like 
Hercules when he fought King Geryon, I went to my 
chamber and laid me down to sleep. 


BOOK III 


So soon as morning was come, and Aurora had lifted 
her rosy arm to drive her bright coursers through the shining 
heaven, and night tore me from peaceful sleep and gave me 
up to the day, my heart burned sore with remembrance of 
the murder which I had committed on the night before: and 
I rose and sat down on the bed with my legs across, and 
clasping my hands over my knees with fingers intertwined 
I wept bitterly. For I imagined with myself that I was 
brought before the judge in the judgement-place, and that 
he awarded sentence against me, and that the hangman was 
ready to lead me to the gallows. And further I imagined 
and said: “Alas, what judge is he that is so gentle or benign 
that he will think I am unguilty of the slaughter and mur- 
der of these three men, and will absolve me, stained with 
the innocent blood of so many of the city? Thus forsooth 
the Assyrian Diophanes did firmly assure unto me, that my 
peregrination and voyage hither should be prosperous.” 

But while I did thus again and again unfold my sorrows 
and greatly bewail my fortune, behold I heard a great noise 
and cry at the door; in a moment the gates were flung 
open, and in came the magistrates and officers, and all their 
retinue, that filled all the place, and commanded two ser- 
geants to lay hands on me and lead me to prison, whereunto 
I was willingly obedient; and as we came to the mouth of 
~ our lane all the city gathered together in a thick throng and 
5X 
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followed me, and although I looked always on the ground, 
nay, even to the very pit of death for misery, yet sometimes 
I cast my head aside, and marvelled greatly that amongst so 
many thousand people there was not one but laughed ex- 
ceedingly. Finally, when they had brought me through all 
the streets of the city, and to every nook and corner, in 
manner of those as go in procession and do sacrifice te 
mitigate the ire of the gods, they placed me in the judge- 
ment-hall before the seat of the judges: and after that 
the magistrates had taken their seat on a high stage, and the 
crier had commanded all men to keep silence, the people in- 
stantly cried out with one voice and desired the judges to 
give sentence in the great theatre by reason of the great 
multitude that was there, whereby they were in danger of 
stifling. And behold they ran and very quickly filled the 
whole pit of the theatre, and the press of people increased 
still; some climbed to the top of the house, some got upon 
the beams, some hung from the images, and some thrust in 
their heads through the windows and ceilings, little regard- 
ing the dangers they were in, so they might see me. Then 
the officers brought me forth openly into the middle of the 
place like some victim, that every man might behold me, 
and made me to stand in the midst of the stage. And after 
that the crier had made an “Oyez” and willed all such as 
. would bring any evidence against me should come forth, 
there stepped out an old man with an hour-glass of water 
in his hand, wherein, through a small hole like to a funnel, 
the water dropped softly, that he might have liberty to speak 
during the time of the continuance of the water; and he 
began his oration to the people in this sort: 
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“O most reverend and just judges, the thing which I pur- 
pose to declare unto you is no small matter, but toucheth the 
estate and tranquillity of this whole city, and the punishment 
thereof may be a right good example to others. Wherefore 
I pray you, most venerable fathers, to whom and to every of 
whom it doth appertain to provide for the dignity and safety 
of the common weal, that you would in no wise suffer this 
wicked homicide embrued with the blood of so many mur- 
ders to escape unpunished. And think you not that I am 
moved by private envy or hatred, but by reason of mine 
office, in that I am captain of the night watch, and I think 
that until this day no man alive can accuse me to be remiss 
in the same. Now I will declare all the whole matter, or- 
derly, as it was done this last night. For when at about the 
third watch of this night past I diligently searched every 
part of the city, spying everything close from one door to 
another, behold I fortuned to espy this cruel young man, 
sword drawn out for murder, and already three by his fierce 
onslaught dead at his feet, their bodies still breathing, in a 
welter of blood. Now this when he had done (moved in his 
conscience at so great a crime) he ran away and aided by 
reason of darkness slipped into a house and there lay hidden 
all night; but, by the providence of the gods, which suffer- 
eth no heinous offences to remain unpunished, he was taken 
up this morning before he escaped any further by secret 
ways, and so I have brought him hither to your honourable 
presence to receive his desert accordingly. So have you here a 
culpable homicide, one caught in the very act, and an ac- 
cused stranger; wherefore pronounce the judgement against 
this man being an alien, even as you would most severely 
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and sharply revenge such an offence found in a known 
citizen.” 

In this sort the cruel accuser finished and ended his ter- 
rible tale: then the crier commanded me to speak if I had 
anything to say for myself, but I could in no wise utter any 
word at all for weeping: yet verily I esteemed not so much 
his rigorous accusation, as I did consider mine own miserable 
conscience. Howbeit (being inspired by divine audacity) at 
length I began to say: 

“Verily I know that it is a hard thing for him that is ac- 
cused to have slain three persons, to persuade you, being so. 
many, that he is innocent, although he should declare the 
whole truth, and confess the matter how it was in deed; but 
if your Honours will vouchsafe to give me audience, I will 
shew you that if I be condemned to die, I have not deserved 
it by mine own desert, but that I was moved by the fortune 
of reasonable anger to do that deed. For returning some- 
what late from supper yesternight (being well tippled with 
wine, which I will not deny) and approaching nigh unto 
my lodging, which was in the house of good Milo, a citizen 
_ of this city, I fortuned to espy three great thieves attempting 
to break down his walls and gates, and to open the locks to 
enter in, by tearing away all the doors from the posts and 
by dragging out the bolts, which were most firmly fixed; 
and they consulted amongst themselves how they would 
cruelly handle such as they found in the house. And one of 
them being of more courage and of greater stature than the 
rest, spoke unto his fellows, urging them on, and said: 
‘Come, boys, take men’s hearts unto you, and let us enter 
into every part of the house, and attack them that slumber 
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therein. No delay, no cowardice in your hearts; let murder 
with drawn sword go throughout the dwelling. Such as we 
find asleep let us slay, and such likewise as resist let us kill, 
and so by that means we shall escape without danger if we 
leave none alive therein.’ Verily, ye judges, I confess that | 
drew out my sword, which I bore for this manner of dan- 
ger, against those three abandoned robbers, willing to terrify 
and drive them away; for I thought that it was the office 
and duty of one that beareth good will to this common weal 
so to do, especially since they put me in great fear, both for 
myself and for mine host. But when those cruel and ter- 
rible men would in no case run away, nor fear my naked 
‘sword, but boldly resisted against me, I ran upon them and 
fought valiantly. One of them which was the captain and 
leader of the rest invaded me strongly and drew me by the 
hair with both his hands, and would have beaten me with a 
great stone, but while he groped therefor, I proved the 
hardier man, and threw him down at my feet and killed 
him. I took likewise the second that clasped about my legs 
and bit me, and slew him also, thrusting him through the 
shoulder. And the third that came running carelessly upon 
me, after that I had struck him full in the stomach, fell 
down dead. Thus when I had restored peace and delivered 
myself, the house, mine host, and all his family from this 
present danger, I thought that I should not only escape un- 
punished, but also have some great reward of the city for 
my pains. Moreover. I that have always been clear and un- 
spotted of crime and well looked upon in mine own country, 
and that have esteemed mine innocency above all the treas- 
ure of the world, can find no reasonable cause why, having 
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justly punished these evil robbers, I should now be accused 
and condemned to die; since there is none that can affirm 
that there has been at any time either grudge or hatred be- 
tween us, or that we were aught but men mere strangers 
and of no acquaintance: and last of all, no man can prove 
that I committed that deed for any lucre or gain.” 

When I had ended my words in this sort, behold I wept 
again piteously, and holding up my hands, I prayed all the 
people by their common mercy and for the love of their 
poor infants and children to shew me some pity and favour. 
And when I believed their hearts somewhat relented and 
moved by my lamentable tears, I called upon the eyes of 
the sun and of Justice to witness that I was not guilty of 
the crime, and so to the divine providence I committed my 
present estate; but lifting up somewhat mine eyes again, I 
perceived that all the people laughed with exceeding laugh- 
ter, and especially my good friend and host Milo. Then 
thought I with myself: “Alas! where is faith, where is 
conscience? Behold for the safeguard of mine host and 
his family I am a slayer of men, and brought to the bar 
as a murderer. Yet is he not contented with coming not 
to comfort and help me, but likewise laugheth with all his 
heart at my destruction.” 

When this was a-doing, out came a woman weeping into 
the middle of the theatre arrayed in mourning vesture, and 
bearing a child in her arms. And after her came an old 
woman in ragged robes crying and howling likewise: and 
these brought with them olive-boughs, and going about the 
bier whereon lay the three slain bodies all covered up, with 
loud lamentation cried out miserably in this manner: “O 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 57 


right judges, we pray you by the public pity and the human- 
ity which is due to all to have mercy upon these persons so 
foully slain, and succour our widowhood and loss of our 
dear husband and solace us with vengeance; and especially 
help this poor infant, who is now an orphan and deprived 
of all good fortune, and execute your justice by order and 
law upon the blood of this thief who is the occasion of all 
our sorrows.” 

When they had spoken these words, the most ancient 
of the judges did rise and say to the people: “Touching this 
murder which deserveth great punishment, this malefactor 
himself cannot deny it: but one duty further is left us, to 
enquire and try out whether he had no coadjutors to help 
him in this great crime. For it is not likely that one man 
alone could kill three such great and valiant persons: where- 
fore the truth must be tried out by the rack, for the slave 
that was with him fled secretly away, and so we must needs 
put him to the question, that we may learn what other 
companions he had, and root out the nest of these mis- 
chievous murderers.” And there was no long delay, for, 
according to the custom of Greece, the fire, the wheel, and 
many other torments were brought in: then straightway my 
sorrow increased or rather doubled, in that I could not at 
least end my life with whole and unperished members. 
But by and by the old woman, who had troubled all the 
court with her howling, implored the judges, saying: “Be- 
fore ye send to the gallows this thief that hath destroyed 
my wretched children, let him uncover the bodies which he 
hath slain, that every man may sce their comely shape and 
youthful beauty and be the more enraged thereat, and that 
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he may receive condign and worthy punishment, according 
to the quality of the offence.” 

Therewithal they were delighted at her words, and the 
judge commanded me forthwith to discover the bodies of 
the slain that lay upon the bier, with my own hand; but 
when I refused a good space, by reason I would not anew 
make my deed apparent to the eyes of all men, the sergeants 
charged me by commandment of the judges, and thrust me 
forward to do the same, and forced my hand, to its own 
undoing, from my side over the bier. I then (being en- 
forced by necessity) though it were against my will, drew 
away the pall and uncovered their bodies; but, O good 
Lord, what a strange sight did I see! What a monster! 
What sudden change of all my sorrows! For I, who had 
seemed as though I were already one of the house of 
Proserpina and of the family of death, could not sufficiently 
express the form of this new sight, so far was I amazed 
and astonished thereat; for why? The bodies of the three 
slain men were no bodies, but three blown bladders, 
mangled in divers places, and they seemed to be wounded 
in those parts where I remembered I had wounded the 
thieves the night before. 

Then did that laughter, which they had before artfully 
concealed, break out exceedingly among the people. Some 
rejoiced marvellously with the remembrance thereof, some 
held their stomachs that ached with joy, but every man 
delighted at this passing sport, gazing on me, and so de- 
parted out of the theatre. But I, from the time that I 
uncovered the bodies, stood still as one turned to stone and 
cold as ice, no otherwise than as the other statues and 
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pillars there, neither came I up from this hell of mine, 
until such time as Milo, mine host, came and took me by 
the hand and with civil violence led me away weeping and 
sobbing, whether I would or no; and so that I might not 
be seen, he brought me through many blind ways and lanes 
to his house, where he went about to comfort me, that was 
sad and yet fearful, with gentle entreaty of talk; but he 
could in no wise mitigate my impatience of the injury which 
T conceived within my mind. 

And behold, by and by the very magistrates and judges, 
with their ensigns, entered into the house and endeavoured to 
pacify me in this sort, saying: “O Lucius, we are advertised 
of your dignity, and know the dignity of your ancient 
lineage, for the nobility of your kin do possess the greatest 
part of all this province. And think not that you have suf- 
fered the thing wherefore you weep to any reproach of 
yours or ignominy; put away then all sorrow out of your 
heart and banish this anguish of mind: for this day, which 
we celebrate once a year in honour of the god Laughter, 
is always renowned with some solemn novel prank, and 
the god doth everywhere graciously accompany with the 
nventor and doer thereof, and he will not suffer that you 
should be sorrowful, but he will diligently make glad your 
countenance with serene beauty. And verily all, the city, for 
the grace that is in you, hath rewarded you with great 
honours, and hath written you down their patron: and, 
further, that your statue or image shall be set up in copper 
for a perpetual remembrance.” To whom I answered: “As 
for such benefits as I have received already of this famous 
city of Thessaly, I yield and render most entire thanks, but 
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as touching the setting up of any statues or images, I would 
wish that they should be reserved for such as are more 
worthy and greater than I.” When I had spoken these words 
somewhat modestly with a more cheerful countenance, and 
shewed myself more merry than I was before, the judges 
and magistrates departed, and I reverently took my leave 
of them and bade them farewell. 

And behold, by and by there came one running to me in 
haste, and said: “Sir, your cousin Byrrhaena desireth you to 
take the pains, according to your promise yesternight, to 
come to supper; for it is ready.” But I, greatly fearing, 
and shrinking even afar at the very thought of her house, 
said unto the messenger: “My friend, I pray you to tell my 
cousin, your mistress, that I would willingly be at her com- 
mandment, but for breaking my troth and credit. For mine 
host Milo enforced me to assure him, and compelled me by 
the feast of this present day, that I should pledge me to his 
dinner and company, and he goeth not forth nor suffereth 
me to depart from him; wherefore I pray you to excuse me 
and to defer my promise until another time.”” And while I 
was speaking these words, Milo took me by the hand and 
led me towards the next bath; but by the way I went 
crouching under him to hide myself from the sight of men, 
because I had ministered such an occasion of laughter. And 
when I had washed and wiped myself and returned home 
again, I never remembered any such thing, so greatly was 
I ashamed at the nodding and pointing of every person. 

Then I went to supper with Milo, where God wot we 
fared but poorly: wherefore (feigning that my head did 
ache by reason of my sobbing and weeping all the day) I 
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desired license to depart to my chamber, and so I went to 
bed, and there I began to call to mind all the sorrows and 
griefs that I was in the day before, until such time as my 
love Fotis (having brought her mistress to sleep) came into 
the chamber not as she was wont to do, for she seemed 
nothing pleasant neither in countenance nor talk, but with 
a sour face and frowning look, and began to speak slowly 
and fearfully in this sort: “Verily I confess that I have 
been the occasion of all thy trouble this day,” and there- 
withal she pulled out a whip from under her apron, and 
delivered it to me, saying: “Revenge thyself of me, mis- 
chjevous harlot that I am, or rather slay me. Yet think not 
that I did willingly procure this anguish and sorrow unto 
you; I call the gods to witness. For I had rather suffer mine 
own body to be punished than that you should receive or 
sustain any harm by my means, but that which I was bidden 
to do was wrought for some other purpose, but behold the 
unlucky chance fortuned on you by mine evil occasion.” 
Then I, very envious and desirous to know the secret cause 
of the matter, answered: “In faith,” quoth I, “This most 
pestilent and evil-favoured whip (which thou hast brought 
to scourge thyself withal) shall first be broken in a thou- 
sand pieces, than it should touch or hurt thy delicate and 
dainty skin; but I pray you tell me truly what deed of yours 
has been turned by the perversity of fortune to my trouble 
and sorrow. For I dare swear by the love that I bear unto 
e you that I will not be persuaded (though you yourself en- 
deavour the same) that ever you went about to trouble or 
harm me: and moreover no chance, though it be uncertain 


or even unlucky, can make a crime of harmless and innocent 
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intentions.” When I had spoken these words, I perceived 
that Fotis’s eyes were wet and trembling and dull with de- 
sire, and now half closed, so that I embraced and kissed her 
sweetly, and greedily drank therefrom. 

Now when she was somewhat restored unto joy she de-= 
sired me that she might shut the chamber door, lest by the 
intemperance of her tongue in uttering any unfitting words 
there might grow further inconvenience. Wherewithal she 
barred and propped the door and came to me again, and 
embracing me lovingly about the neck with both her arms, 
spoke with a whispering soft voice and said: “I do greatly 
fear to discover the privities of this house, and to utter the 
secret mysteries of my dame, but I have such a confidence 
in you and in your wisdom, by reason that you are come of 
so noble a line and endued with so profound sapience, and 
further instructed in so many holy and divine things that 
you will faithfully keep silence, and that whatsoever I shall 
reveal or declare unto you, you would close them within the 
bottom of your heart, and never discover the same, but 
rather repay the simple tale that I shall tell you by keeping 
it utterly hidden and dark; for I ensure you the love that I 
bear you enforceth me, that alone of mortals know aught 
thereof, to utter it. Now shall you know all the estate of 
our house, now shall you know the hidden secrets of my 
mistress, unto which the powers of hell do obey, and by 
which the celestial planets are troubled, the gods made 
weak, and the elements subdued. \ 

“Neither is the violence of her art in more strength and 
force than when she espieth some comely young man that 
pleaseth her fancy, as oftentimes happeneth. For now she 
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‘Ioveth to distraction one young Boeotian, a fair and beauti- 
ful person, on whom she employeth all her sorcery and 
enchantment; and I heard her threaten with mine own ears 
yesternight, that because the sun had not then presently gone 
down and the night come to minister convenient time to 
work her magical enticement, she would veil the same sun 
with a thick shadow of cloud and bring perpetual darkness 
over all the world. And you shall know that when she saw 
yesternight this Boeotian sitting at the barber’s, when she 
came from the bath, she secretly commanded me to gather 
some of the hair of his head which lay dispersed upon the 
ground, and to bring it home; which when I thought to 
have done, gathering it up secretly with care, the barber 
espied me, and by reason it was bruited throughout all the 
city that we were witches and enchantresses, he seized upon 
me and cried out, and chid me, saying: ‘Will you never leave 
off stealing of handsome young men’s hairs? In faith I 
assure you, unless you cease your wicked sorceries, I will 
complain to the justices.” Wherewithal he came angrily 
towards me and took away the hair which I had gathered out 
of mine apron, which grieved me very much. For I knew 
my mistress’s manners, that she would not be contented, but 
‘beat me cruelly. Wherefore I intended to run away, but the 
remembrance of you put always that thought out of my 
mind, and so I came homeward very sorrowful; but because 
I would not seem to come in my mistress’s sight with empty 
hands, I saw a man shearing of blown goat-skins. Now these 
were well tied up and blown out, and were hanging up, and 
the hair he had shorn off was yellow, and much resembled 


64 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


the hair of the Boeotian: and I took a good deal thereof, 
and dissembling the truth I brought it to my mistress. 

“And so when night came, before your return from sup- 
per, Pamphile my mistress, being now out of her wits, went 
up to a high gallery of her house, blown upon by all the 
winds of heaven, opening to the east and all other parts 
of the world; well prepared for these her practices, she 
gathered together all her accustomed substance for fumiga- 
tions, she brought forth plates of metal carved with strange 
characters, she prepared the bones of birds of ill-omen, she 
made ready the members of dead men brought from their 
tombs. Here she set out their nostrils and fingers, there the 
nails with lumps of flesh of such as were hanged, the blood 
which she had reserved of such as were slain, and skulls 
snatched away from the jaws and teeth of wild beasts. Then 
she said certain charms over entrails still warm and breath- 
ing, and dipped them in divers waters, as in well water, 
cow milk, mountain honey and mead; which when she had 
done she tied and lapped up the hair together, and with 
many perfumes and smells threw it into a hot fire to burn. 
Then by the strong force of this sorcery, and the invisible 
violence of the gods so compelled, those bodies, whose hair 
was burning in the fire, received human breath, and felt, 
heard, and walked, and, smelling the scent of their own 
hair, came and rapped at our doors instead of the Boeotian. 
Then came you being well tippled, and deceived by the 
obscurity of the night, and drew out your sword coura- 
geously, like furious Ajax, and killed, not as he did whole 
herds of living beasts, but three blown skins, a deed more 
brave than his, to the intent that I, after the slaughter of 
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$0 many enemies without effusion of blood, might embrace 
and kiss not an homicide, but an utricide.” 

Thus pleasantly Fotis, but I again mocked and taunted 
her, saying: “Verily now may I for this first achieved en- 
terprise be numbered with Hercules, who by his valiant 
prowess performed the twelve notable labours, as Geryon 
with three bodies, and as Cerberus with three heads: for I 
have slain three blown goatskins. But to the end I may 
pardon thee with all my heart of that which thou hast 
committed, bringing upon me so much grief and pain, per- 
form the thing which I shall most earnestly desire of thee, 
that is, bring me that I may see and behold when thy mis- 
tress goes about any sorcery or enchantment, and when she 
prays unto her gods, but most of all when she changes het 
form, for I am very desirous of knowing more closely that 
art of magic, and as it seems unto me, thou thyself hast 
some experience in the same. For this I know and plainly 
feel, that (whereas I have always irked and loathed the 
embracings and love even of noble matrons) I am so stricken 
and subdued with thy shining eyes, ruddy cheeks, glittering 
hair, close kisses, and sweet-smelling breasts, that thou 
holdest me bound and tied to thee like a slave with my own 
goodwill, and I neither have mind to go home, nor to de- 
part hence, but esteem the pleasure I shall have with thee 
this night above all the joys of the world.” “Then,” quoth 
she, “O my Lucius, how willing would I be to fulfil your 
desire, but besides that she is of a grudging and surly dis- 
position, she gets herself into solitary places and out of the 
presence of every person when she mindeth to make her 
enchantments; howbeit I regard more to gratify your re- 
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quest than I do esteem the danger of my life: and I will 
look for opportunity and time for that which you desire, 
but always upon this condition, that, as I bade you before, 
you secretly keep close such things as are done.” Thus as 
we reasoned together the courage of Venus assailed as well 
our desires as our members; and so she unrayed herself 
and came to me, and we spent the night in pastime and dal- 
liance, and Fotis giving me all that she might and more, 
at last drowsy and unlusty sleep came upon our eyes and 
we were constrained to lie still until it was now high day. 
Now when we had thus delightfully passed a few nights 
on this wise, on a day Fotis came running to me in great 
trembling and said that her mistress, for that she could not 
any the more gain towards that she loved, intended, the 
night following, to transform herself into a bird, and to 
fly to him she desired; wherefore she willed me privily to 
Prepare myself to see the same. And about the first watch 
of the night she led me, walking a-tiptoe and very softly, 
into that high chamber, and bade me look through the chink 
of a door. Where first I saw how Pamphile put off all her 
garments, and took out of a certain coffer sundry kind of 
boxes, of the which she opened one and tempered the oint- 
ment therein with her fingers, and then rubbed her body 
therewith from the sole of the foot to the crown of the 
head: and when she had spoken much privily with the 
lamp, she shaked all the parts of her body, and as they 
gently moved behold I perceived a plume of feathers did 
burgeon out upon them, strong wings did grow, her nose 
was more crooked and hard, her nails turned into claws, 
and so Pamphile became an owl: then she cried and screeched 
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like a bird of that kind, and willing to prove her force, 
moved herself from the ground by little and little, till at 
last she leaped up and flew quite away. 

Thus by her sorcery she transformed her body into what 
shape she would, which when I saw I was greatly astonished, 
and although I was enchanted by no kind of charm, yet I 
thought I seemed not to have the likeness of Lucius, for so 
was I vanished from my senses, amazed in madness, that I 
dreamed waking, and felt mine eyes to know whether I 
were asleep or no. But when I was come again to myself, 
I took Fotis by the hand, and moved it to mine eyes, and 
said: “I pray thee, while occasion doth serve, that I may 
have the fruition of the fruits of thy love towards me, and 
grant me some of this ointment. O Fotis, my honey, I pray 
thee by thy sweet breasts, and I will ever hereafter be bound 
unto you by a mighty gift and obedient to your command- 
ment, if you will but make that I may be turned into a 
bird, and stand, like Cupid with his wings, beside you my 
Venus.” Then said Fotis: “Will you go about to deceive 
me now, my love, like a fox, and enforce me to work 
mine own sorrow?? Do I hardly now save you, that 
are without defence, from these she-wolves of Thessaly, 
and then if you be a bird where shall I seek you? And 
when shall I see you?” Then answered I: “God forbid that 
I should commit such a crime, for though I could fly into 
the air as an eagle, or though I were the sure messenger or 
joyful armour-bearer of Jupiter, yet would I have recourse 
to nest with thee for all that glory of wings: and I swear by 
the knot of thy amiable hair, that wherewith you have fast 


1 Lit. “to apply the axe to my own legs.” 
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bound my spirit, I love not any other person rather than 
Fotis. Moreover, this cometh to my mind, that if by virtue 
of the ointments I shall become a bird, I will take heed that 
I come nigh no man’s house: for how prettily and wittily 
would these matrons handle their lovers if they were owls: 
for when they fly into any place by night and are taken, 
they are nailed upon posts, and so they are worthily re- 
warded with torment because it is thought that they bring 
evil fortune to the house by their ill-omened flight. But I 
pray you (which I had almost forgotten) to tell by what 
means, when I am an owl, I shall return to my pristine 
shape and become Lucius again?” “Fear not for that,” 
quoth she, “For my mistress hath taught me the way te 
bring all to pass, and to turn again the figures of such as 
are transformed into the shapes of men. Neither think you 
she did it for any goodwill or favour to me, but to the end I 
might help her and minister this remedy to her when she 
returneth home. Consider, I pray you, with yourself, with 
what frivolous trifles and herbs so marvellous a thing is 
wrought, for I give her nothing else, save a little dill and 
laurel-leaves in well-water, the which she drinketh, and 
washeth herself withal.” 

Which when she had often spoken she went all trembling 
into the chamber, and took a box out of the coffer, which I 
first kissed and embraced, and prayed that I might have good 
success in my purpose to fly. And then I put off all my 
garments and greedily thrust my hand into the box and 
took out a good deal of ointment, and after that I had well 
rubbed every part and member of my body, I hovered with 
mine arms, and moved myself, looking still when I should 
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be changed into a bird as Pamphile was; and behold neither 
feathers did burgeon out nor appearance of wings, but 
verily my hair did turn into ruggedness and my tender skin 
wore tough and hard; my fingers and toes leaving the 
number of five grew together into hooves, and from the 
end of my back grew a great tail, and now my face became 
‘monstrous and my mouth long and my nostrils wide, my 
lips hanging down, and mine ears exceedingly increased with 
bristles; neither could I see any comfort of my transforma- 
tion, save that the nature of my members was increasing 
likewise to the great discomfiture of Fotis, and so without 
all help (viewing every part of my poor body) I perceived 
that I was no bird, but a plain ass. Then I thought to blame 
Fotis, but being deprived as well of language as human 
gesture, I did all that I could, and looked upon her with 
hanging lips and watery eyes, as though to reproach her; 
but she (as soon as she espied me in such sort) smote her face 
angrily with her hands and cried out: “Alas, poor wretch 
that I am, I am utterly cast away. The fear that T was in 
and my haste hath beguiled me, but especially the mistaking 
of the box hath deceived me. But it matters not so much, 
since sooner a medicine may be gotten for this than for any 
other thing: for if thou couldst get roses and eat them, 
thou shouldst be delivered from the shape of an ass, and 
become my Lucius again. And would to God I had gath- 
ered some garlands this evening past according to my cus- 
tom; then shouldst thou not have continued an ass one 
night’s space: but in the morning I will seek thee this 
remedy.” 

Thus Fotis lamented in pitiful sort, but I that was now a 
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perfect ass, and for Lucius a brute beast, did yet retain the 
sense and understanding of a man. And I did devise a good 
space with myself, whether it were best for me to kill this 
mischievous and wicked harlot by tearing her with my 
mouth and kicking her with my heels. But a better thought 
reduced me from so rash a purpose, for I feared lest by the 
death of Fotis I should be deprived of all remedy and help. 
Then drooping and shaking my head, and dissimulating my 
ire for the nonce, and bending to my adversity, I went into 
the stable to my own good horse that once carried me, where 
I found another ass of Milo’s sometime mine host, and I 
did verily think that my own horse (if there were any natu- 
ral conscience or faithfulness in brute beasts) would know 
me and take pity upon me, and proffer me a good lodging 
for that night. But fie upon Jupiter that is the god of hospi- 
tality and the secret divinity of Faith! For see, my good 
horse and the ass as it were consented together to work 
my harm lest I should eat up their provender, and scarce 
did they see me come nigh the manger, but they put down 
their ears and kicked me with their heels from their meat, 
which I myself had given that grateful servant of mine, the 
horse, the night before. 

Then I, being thus handled by them and driven away, 
got me into a corner of the stable, where (while I remem- 
bered the uncourtesy of my colleagues, and how on the 
morrow I should return to Lucius by the help of a rose, 
and then revenge myself on my own horse) I fortuned to 
espy, on the midmost pillar sustaining the rafters of the 
stable, the image of the goddess Epona,’ in the midst thereof 


1The patron goddess of horses and stables. 
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in a small shrine which was prettily garnished and decked 
round about with fair fresh roses; then in hope of a present 
remedy I leaped up with my fore feet as high as I could, 
and stretching out my neck and lengthening my lips, I 
coveted exceedingly to snatch some roses. But in an evil 
hour did I go about that enterprise, for behold, the boy to 
whom I gave always charge of my horse suddenly spied me 
and ran in great anger towards me, and said: “How long 
shall we suffer this vile ass, that doth not only eat up his 
fellows’ meat, but also would spoil the images of the gods? 
Why do I not make lame and weak this wretch?” There- 
withal looking about for some cudgel, he espied where lay 
a faggot of wood, and choosing out a crabbed truncheon 
of the biggest he could find, did never cease beating of me, 
poor wretch, until such time as by great noise and rumbling, 
he heard the doors of the house burst open, and the neigh- 
bours crying “Thieves” in lamentable sort, so that, being 
stricken in fear, he fled away. 

And by and by the doors were broken down and a troop 
of thieves entered in, and kept every part and corner of the 
house with weapons. And as men resorted to aid and help 
them which were within the doors, the thieves resisted and 
kept them back, for each one was armed with his sword and 
a torch in his hand, the glimpses whereof did yield out such 
light as if it had been day. Then they broke open with their _ 
axes a great chest shut and sealed with double locks, wherein 
was laid in the middle of the house all the treasures of Milo, 
and ransacked the same; which when they had done, they 
packed it up and gave every one a portion to carry; but when 
they had more bags to bear away than men to carry them, 
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they were at their wits’ end for the abundance of all this 
exceeding wealth, and so they came into the stable and took 
us two poor asses and my horse and loaded us with the 
greatest trusses that we were able to bear. And when we 
were out of the house, they followed and threatened us 
with great staves, and willed one of their fellows to tarry 
behind and bring them tidings what was done concerning 
the robbery, and so they beat us forward over great hills 
out of the highway. : 

But I, what with my heavy burden and the steep side of 
the mountain, and my long journey, did nothing differ from 
a dead ass; wherefore I determined with myself, though 
late yet in good earnest, to seek some remedy of the civil 
power, and by invocation of the awful name of the Em- 
peror to be delivered from so many miseries. And on a 
time when it was high day, as I passed through a village of 
much people, where was a great fair, I came amongst a 
multitude, and I thought to call upon the renowned name 
of the Emperor in that same Greek tongue, and I cried 
out cleverly and aloud, “O,” but “Caesar” I could in no 
Wise pronounce: but the thieves, little regarding my un- 
musical crying, did lay on and beat my wretched skin in 
such sort, that after it was neither apt nor meet for leather 
nor sieves. Howbeit, at last Jupiter ministered unto me an 
unhoped remedy. For when we had passed by many farms 
and great houses, I fortuned to espy a pleasant garden, 
wherein, besides many other flowers of delectable hue, were 
new and fresh roses that dripped with the morning dew, and 
gaping on these (being very joyful and brisk to catch some 
as I passed by) I drew nearer and nearer. Now while my 
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lips watered upon them, I thought of a better advice more 
profitable for me: lest if from being an ass I should be- 
come Lucius again, I might fall into the hands of the 
thieves, and either by suspicion that I were some witch, or 
for fear that I would utter their theft, I should be slain 
of a surety; wherefore I abstained for that time, for it 
was needful, from eating of the roses, and (enduring my 
present adversity) I ate hay as other asses did. 


BOOK Iv 


WHEN noon was come, and now the broiling heat of 
the sun had most power, we turned into a village to certain 
old men of the thieves’ acquaintance and friends, for verily 
their meeting and embracing together did give me (poor 
~ ass) cause to deem the same: and they took the truss from 
my back, and gave them part of the treasure that was in it, 
and they seemed to whisper and tell them that it was stolen 
goods; and after that we were unladen of our burdens they 
let us loose into a meadow to pasture, but I would not feed 
there with my own horse and Milo’s ass, for that I was not 
wont to eat hay, but I must seek my dinner in some other 
place. Wherefore I leaped into a garden which was behind 
the stable, and being well nigh perished with hunger, al- 
though I could find nothing there but raw and green salads, 
yet I filled my hungry guts therewithal abundantly, and 
praying unto all the gods, I looked about in every place if 
I could espy any roses in the gardens by, and my solitary 
being alone did put me in good hope, that if I could find 
any remedy, being far from the public road and hidden by 
the bushes, I should Presently out of the low gait of a 
beast be changed out of every one’s sight into a man walk- 
ing upright. 

Now while I tossed on the flood of these Cogitations, I 
looked about, and behold I saw afar off a shadowed valley 
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adjoining to a wood, where, amongst divers other herbs and 
pleasant verdures, I thought I saw many flourishing roses of 
bright damask colour. So that I said within my mind, which 
was not wholly bestial: “Verily the place is the grove of 
Venus and the Graces, where secretly glittereth the royal 
hue of so lively and delectable a flower.” Then I, desiring 
the help of the god of good fortune, ran lustily towards the 
wood, in so much that I felt myself no more an ass but 
a swift-coursing horse, but my agility and quickness could 
not prevent the cruelty of my fortune; for when I came 
to the place, I perceived that they were no roses neither 
tender nor pleasant, neither moistened with the heavenly 
drops of dew nor celestial liquor, which grow out of the rich 
thicket and thorns. Neither did I perceive that there was 
any valley at all, but only the bank of the river environed 
with great thick trees, which had long branches like unto 
laurel, and bear a flower without any manner of scent but 
somewhat red of hue, and the common people call them 
by the name of laurel-roses, which are very poisonous to 
all manner of beasts. Then was I so entangled with un- 
happy fortune, that I little esteemed mine own life, and 
went willingly to eat of those roses, though I knew them 
to be present poison. But as I drew near very slowly, I saw 
a young man that seemed to be the gardener come upon 
me, the same that I had devoured up all his herbs in the 
garden, and he, knowing now full well his great loss, came 
swearing with a great staff in his hand, and laid upon me 
- jn such sort that I was well nigh dead; but I speedily de- 
vised some remedy for myself, for I lifted up my legs 
and kicked him with my hinder heels, so that I left him 
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lying at the hill foot well nigh slain, and so I ran away: 
incontinently came out a certain woman, doubtless his wife, 
who, seeing from above her husband lying half dead, cried 
and howled in pitiful sort, hasting towards her husband, 
to the intent that by her loud cries she might purchase to 
me present destruction; for all the persons of the town, 
moved and raised by her noise, came forth and cried for 
dogs, and hied them on madly to tear me down. Out came 
2 great company of bandogs and mastiffs, more fit to pull 
down bears and lions than me, whom when I beheld I 
thought verily that I should presently die, so that I took 
what counsel I might from the occasion, and thought no 
more of flight, but turned myself about and ran as fast 
as ever I might to the stable whither we had lodged. Then 
the men of the town called in their dogs, which they scarce 
could hold, and took me, and bound me to the staple of a 
post with a great thong, and scourged me till I was well 
nigh dead: and they would undoubtedly have slain me, had 
it not come to pass that my belly, narrowed with the pain 
of their beating and reeking with the green herbs that lay 
therein, caught such a looseness that I all besprinkled the 
faces of some with my liquid dung, and with the filthy 
stench thereof enforced the others to leave my sides now 
well nigh broken. 

Not long after, which was now towards eventide, the 
thieves loaded us again, and especially me, with the heaviest 
burden, and brought us forth out of the stable, and when 
we had gone a good part of our journey, what with the 
long way, my great burden, the beating of staves, and my 
worn hooves, lame and tottering, I was so weary that J 
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could scarcely go; then as I walked by a little river running 
with fair water, I said to myself: “Behold, now I have 
found a good occasion. For I will fall down when I come 
yonder, bending my legs beneath me, and surely I will not 
rise again for any scourging or beating, and not only will I 
defy the cudgel, but even be pierced by the sword, if they 
shall use it upon me.” And the cause why I determined so 
to do was this: I thought that I was so utterly feeble and 
weak that I deserved my discharge for ill health, and cer- 
tainly that the robbers (partly for that they would not stay 
in their journey, partly in haste to flee) would take off the 
burden from my back, and put it upon my two fellows, and 
so for my further punishment leave me as a prey to the 
wolves and ravenous beasts. But evil fortune prevented so 
good a consideration; for the other ass, being of the same 
purpose that I was of, and forestalling me, by feigned and 
coloured weariness fell down first with all his burden upon 
the ground as though he were dead, and he would not rise 
neither with beating nor pricking, nor stand upon his feet, 
though they pulled him all about by the tail, by his legs, 
and by his ears; which when the thieves beheld, as without 
all hope, they said one to another: “What, should we stand 
here so long about a dead or rather a stony ass? Let us be 
gone”; and so they took his burden and divided some to 
me and some to my horse. And then they drew their swords 
and cut through all his hamstrings, and dragged him a little 
from the way, and threw his body while he yet breathed 
from the point of a hill down into a great valley. Then i 
considering with myself of the evil fortune of my poor 
companion, purposed now to forget all subtlety and deceit 
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and to play the good ass to get my masters’ favour, for I 
perceived by their talk that we were well nigh come home 
to our journey’s end where they lived and had their dwell- 
ing. And after that we had passed over a little hill, we came 
to our appointed place, where when we were unladen of 
our burdens and all things carried in, I tumbled and wal- 
lowed in the dust to refresh myself instead of water. 

The thing and the time compel me to make description of 
the places and especially of the den where the thieves did 
inhabit: I will prove my wit what I can do, and then con- 
sider you whether I was an ass in judgement and sense, or 
no. First there was an exceeding great hill compassed about 
with big trees, very high, with many turning bottoms, sur- 
rounded by sharp rocks, whereby it was inaccessible; there 
were many winding and hollow valleys environed with 
thickets and thorns, and naturally fortressed round about. 
From the top of the hill ran a spring both leaping and 
bubbling which poured down the steep slope its silvery 
waves, and then scattering abroad into many little brooks 
watered all the valleys below, that it seemed like unto a 
sea enclosed, or a standing flood. Before the den, where was 
no more hill, stood a high tower, and at the foot thereof, and 
on either side, were sheep-cots fenced and wattled with 
clay; before the gate of the house were walls enclosing a 
narrow path, in such sort that I well warrant you would 
judge it to be a very den for thieves, and there was nothing 
else near save a little cot covered roughly with thatch, 
wherein the thieves did nightly accustom to watch by order, 
as after I perceived. 

And when they were all crept crouching into the house, 
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and we fast tied with strong halters at the door, they began 
to chide with an old woman there, crooked with age, who 
had the government and rule of all those young men, and 
‘said: “How is it, old witch, old trot, that art the shame of 
life and rejected of very death, that thou sittest idly all 
day at home, and (having no regard to our perilous labours) 
hast provided nothing for our suppers thus late, but sittest 
doing nought but swilling wine into that greedy belly of 
thine from morning to night?” Then the old woman 
trembled and began to say in a terrified and harsh voice: 
“Behold, my puissant and faithful masters, you shall have 
meat and pottage enough by and by, cooked with a 
sweet savour. Here is first store of bread, wine plenty, filled 
in clean rinsed pots, likewise hot water prepared to bathe 
you hastily after your wont.’ Which when she had said, 
they put off all their garments and refreshed themselves by 
a great fire, and after that they were washed with the hot 
water and anointed with oil, they sat down at the table 
garnished with all kinds of dainty meat. 

Now they were no sooner set down, but in came another 
company of young men, more in number than was before, 
whom you would judge at once likewise to be thieves; for 
they also brought in their prey of gold and silver money, 
and plate, and robes both silken and gold-embroidered, and 
when they had likewise washed, they sat amongst the rest, 
and casting lots they served one another by order. The 
thjeves drank and ate exceedingly, laying out the meat in 
heaps, the bread in mounds, and the wine cups like a march- 
ing army, crying, laughing, and making such noise, that I 
thought I was amongst the tyrannous and wild drunken 
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Lapiths and Centaurs. At length one of them, more stout 
than the rest, spoke in this sort: “We verily have manfully 
conquered the house of Milo of Hypata, and besides all the 
riches and treasure which by force we have brought away, 
we are all come home safe, none being lost, and are in- 
creased the more, if it be worthy of mention, by the eight 
feet of this horse and this ass. But you, that have roved 
about among the towns of Boeotia, have lost your valiant 
captain Lamachus, whose loss I more regarded than all this 
treasure which you have brought. But it is his own bravery 
that hath destroyed him, and therefore the memory of him 
shall be renowned for ever amongst the most noble kings 
and valiant captains; but you accustom when you go abroad, 
like doughty robbers indeed, to creep through every corner 
and hole for every trifle, doing a paltry business in baths 
and the huts of aged women.” 

Then one of them that came last answered: “Why, are 
you only ignorant, that the greater the house is, the sooner 
it may be robbed and spoiled? For though the family of 
servants be great and dispersed in divers lodgings, yet every 
man had rather defend his life than save at his own hazard 
the riches of his master; but when the people be few and 
poor and live alone, then will they hide and protect very 
fiercely, even at the danger of their lives, their substance, 
how little or great soever it be. And to the intent you will 
believe me, I will show you our story as an example. We 
were scarce come nigh unto seven-gated Thebes, and began 
at once to enquire of the fortunes of the greatest men 
thereof, which is the fountain of our art and science, and 
we learned at length where a rich chuff called Chryseros 
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did dwell, who, for fear of offices and burdens in the public 
weal, with great pains dissimulated his estate and lived sole 
and solitary in a small cot (howbeit well fortified) and 
huddled daily in ragged and torn apparel over his bags of 
gold. Wherefore we devised with ourselves to go first to his 
house and spoil him of all his riches, which we thought we 
should easily do if we had but to fight against him alone. 
And at once when night came we quickly drew towards his 
door, which we thought best neither to move it, nor lift it 
out of the hinges, and we would not break it open lest by 
the noise we should raise up (to our harm) the neighbours 
by. Then our strong and valiant captain Lamachus, trust- 
ing his own strength and force, thrust in his hand through 
a hole of the door, which was made for the key, and thought 
to pull back the bolt; but the covetous caitiff Chryseros, 
vilest of all that go on two feet, being awake and seeing all, 
but making no noise, came softly to the door and caught 
his hand, and with a great nail nailed it fast to a post 
of the gate, which when he had done, and had left him 
thus crucified, he ran up to a high chamber of his hovel, 
and in a very loud voice called every one of his neighbours 
by name, desiring them to look to their common safety with 
all possible speed, for his house was afire. Then every one, 
for fear of the danger that was nigh him, came running 
out to aid him; wherewith we (fearing our present peril) 
‘knew not what was best to be done, whether we should leave 
‘our companion there, or yield ourselves to die with him; 
but by his consent we devised a better way, for we cut 


‘through the joint of this our leader where the arm joins 


to the shoulder, and so left it hang there, and then bound 
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up his wound with clouts lest we should be traced by the 
drops of blood, and so we took all that was left of Lamachus 
and led him away. Now when we hurried along, trembling 
for our affection to him, and were so nigh pursued that we 
were in present danger, and Lamachus could not keep our 
company by reason of faintness (and on the other side it 
was not for his profit to linger behind) he spoke unto us as 
a man of singular courage and virtue, desiring us by much 
entreaty and prayer; and by the puissance of the god 
Mars and the faith of our confederacy, to deliver our 
brave comrade from torment and miserable captivity: and 
further he asked how was it possible that so courageous a 
captain could live without his hand, wherewith alone he 
could rob and slay so many people, but he would rather think 
himself sufficiently happy if he might be slain by the hand 
of a friend. But when he saw that we all refused to commit 
any such wicked deed he drew out his sword with his other 
hand, and after that he had often kissed it, he thrust it 
with a strong blow clean through his body. Then we hon- 
oured the corpse of so puissant a man, and wrapped it in 
linen clothes and threw it into the sea to hide it: so lieth 
our master Lamachus buried and hid in the grave of water. 

“Now he ended his life worthily of his courage, as I 
have declared; but Alcimus, though he were a man of great 
enterprise, yet could he not void himself from evil for- 
tune: for on a day when he had entered into an old woman’s 
hut that slept, to rob her, he went up into the higher cham- 
ber, where he should first have strangled her, but he had 
more regard to throw down everything out of the window 
to us that stood under: and when he had cleverly despoiled 
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all, he would leave nothing behind, but went to the old 
woman’s bed where she lay asleep and threw her from it, 
and would have taken off the coverlet to have thrown down 
likewise, but the old hag awaked and fell at his knees, and 
desired him in this manner: ‘O sir, I pray you, cast not 
away such torn and ragged clouts into my neighbours’ 
houses, whither this window looks; for they are rich enough 
and need no such things.’ Then Alcimus (thinking her 
words to be true) was brought in belief that such things 
as he had thrown out already, and such things as he 
should throw out after, were not fallen down to his 
fellows, but into other men’s houses; wherefore he went to 
the window to see, and especially to behold the places round 
about, as she had told him, thrusting his body out of the 
window; but while he strove to do this, strongly indeed but 
somewhat rashly, the old trot marked him well, and came 
behind him softly, and although she had but small strength, 
yet with a sudden force she took him by the heels and 
‘thrust him out headlong while his body was balancing and 
unsure; and beside that the height was very great, he fell 
upon a marvellous great stone that lay near and burst his 
‘ribs, whereby he vomited and spewed flakes of blood, and 
when he had told us all, he suffered not long torment, but 
presently died. Then we gave unto him the same burial and 
sent him a worthy comrade to Lamachus, as we had done 
before. 

“When we had thus lost two of our companions, we 
‘iked not Thebes, but marched towards the next city called 
Plataea, where we found great fame concerning a man 
named Demochares that purposed to set forth a great game, 
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where should be a trial of all kinds of weapons: he was 
come of a good house, marvellous rich, liberal, and well 
deserved that which he had, and had prepared many shews 
and pleasures for the common people: in so much that there 
is no man can either by wit or eloquence shew in fit words 
all the manifold shapes of his preparations, for first he had 
provided gladiators of a famous band, then all manner of 
hunters most fleet of foot, then guilty men without hope of 
reprieve who were judged for their punishment to be food 
for wild beasts. He had ordained a machine made of beams 
fixed together, great towers and platforms like a house to 
move hither and thither, very well painted, to be places to 
contain all the quarry: he had ready a great number of 
wild beasts and all sorts of them, especially he had brought 
from abroad those noble creatures that were soon to be the 
death of so many condemned persons. But amongst so great 
preparations of noble price, he bestowed the most part of 
his patrimony in buying of a vast multitude of great bears, 
which either by chasing he had caught himself, or which 
he dearly bought or which were given him by divers of his 
friends, who strove one with another in making him such 
gifts: and all these he kept and nourished to his very great 
cost. Howbeit for all his care of the public pleasure, he 
could not be free from the malicious eyes of envy: for 
_ Some of them were well nigh dead, with too long tying up; 
Some meagre with the broiling heat of the sun; some lan- 
guished with long lying, but all (having sundry diseases) 
were so afflicted that they died one after another, and there 
were well nigh none left, in such sort that you might see 
their wrecks piteously lying in the streets and all but dead: 
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and then the common people, having no other meat to feed 
on, and forced by their rude poverty to find any new meat 
and cheap feasts, would come forth and fill their bellies 
with the flesh of the bears. 

“Then by and by Babulus and I devised a pretty sport 
to suit this case; we drew to our lodging one of the bears 
that was greater of bulk than all the rest, as though we 
would prepare to eat thereof, where we flayed off his skin 
and kept his claws whole, but we meddled not with the 
head, but cut it off by the neck, and so let it hang to the 
skin. Then we razed off the flesh from the back, and cast 
dust thereon, and set it in the sun to dry: and while it was 


drying by the heat of the heavenly fire, we made merry 
with the flesh, and then we devised with ourselves with an 


oath that one of us, being more valiant than the rest, not so 
much in body as in courage (so that he would straightway 


consent thereto) should put on the skin, and feigning that 


he were a bear, should be led to Demochares’ house in the 


night, by which means we thought to be received and easily 


let in. Many of our brave brotherhood were desirous to play 


the bear in this subtle sleight, but especially one Thrasyleon 


of a courageous mind was chosen by all our band to take 


the risk of this enterprise. Then we put him, very calm in 
mind and face, into the bear’s skin, which was soft and 
fitted him finely in every point; we buckled fast the edges 
thereof with fine stitching, and covered the same, though 


small, with the thick hair growing about it that it might 


not be seen: we thrust his head into the opening of the 


bear’s throat where his neck had been cut out, and after this 


we made little holes through his nostrils and eyes for 


f 
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Thrasyleon to see out and take wind at, in such sort that 
he seemed a very lively and natural beast: when this was 
done, we brought him into a cage which we hired with a 
little money for the purpose, and he crept nimbly in after 
like a bear with a good courage. 

“Thus we began our subtlety, and then we imagined 
thus: we feigned letters as though they came from one 
Nicanor which dwelt in the country of Thrace, which was 
of great acquaintance with this Demochares, wherein we 
wrote that he had sent him, being his friend, the first-fruits 
of his coursing and hunting. When night was come, we 
took cover of the darkness, and brought Thrasyleon’s cage 
and our forged letters, and presented them to Demochares. 
When Demochares wonderingly beheld this mighty bear, 
and saw the timely liberality of Nicanor his friend, he was 
glad, and commanded his servant to deliver unto us that 
brought him this joy ten gold crowns, as he had great store 
in his coffers: then (as the novelty of a thing doth accustom 
to stir men’s minds to behold the same) many persons came 
on every side to see this bear, but Thrasyleon (lest they 
should by curious viewing and prying perceive the truth) 
ran often upon them to put them in fear, so that they durst 
not come nigh. Then the people said with one voice: ‘Verily 
Demochares is right happy, in that, after the death of so 
many beasts, he hath gotten, in spite of fortune, so goodly 
a bear to supply him afresh.” He commanded that with great 
care his servants should put him into the park close by, but 
I immediately spoke unto him and said: ‘Sir, I pray you, - 
take heed how you put a beast tired with the heat of the 
sun and with long travel amongst others which (as I hear 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 87 


say) have divers maladies and diseases; let him rather le in 
some open space of your house, where the breeze blows 
through, yea nigh to some water, where he may take air 
and ease himself, for do not you know that such kind of 
beasts do greatly delight to couch under shadow of trees 
and dewy caves, nigh unto pleasant wells and waters?’ 
Hereby Demochares, admonished and remembering how 
many he had before that perished, was contented that we 
should put the bear’s cage where we would. Moreover we 
said unto him: ‘We ourselves are determined to lie all night 
nigh unto the bear, to look unto him, which is tired with the 
heat and his long journey, and to give him meat and drink 
at his due hour.’ Then he answered: ‘Verily, masters, you 
need not to put yourselves to such pains: for I have men, yea, 
almost all my family of servants, that serve for nothing 
‘but for this purpose of tending bears.’ 

“Then we took leave of him and departed, and when we 
were come without the gates of the town we perceived be- 
fore us a great sepulchre standing out of the highway, in 
a privy and secret place. And thither we went and opened 
‘there certain coffins, half rotted with age, wherein we found 
‘the corruption of a man, and the ashes and dust of his 
long-buried body, which should serve to hold the prey we 
were very soon to get: and then, according to the custom 
of our band, having a respect to the dark and moonless time 
of the night when we thought that every man was sunk in 
his first and strongest sleep, we went with our weapons and 
“besieged the doors of Demochares round about, in earnest 
“that we were soon to plunder the same. Then Thrasyleon 
was ready at hand, seizing upon that time of night which 
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is for robbers most fit, and crept out of the cage and went 
to kill all such of his guards as he found asleep; but when 
he came to the porter he slew him also and took the key 
and opened the gates and let us all in: and he shewed us 
now in the midst of the house a large counter, wherein look- 
ing sharply he saw put the night before a great abundance 
of treasure: which when by violence of us all we had 
broken open, I bade every one of my fellows take as much 
gold and silver as they could quickly bear away, and carry 
it to the sepulchre, and there quickly hide it in the house 
of those dead who were to us most faithful allies, and then 
come soon back to take another burden; but I, for our 
common weal, would stand alone at the gate watching dili- 
gently when they would return, and the bear running about 
the house would make such of the family afraid as fortuned 
to wake and come out: for who is he that is so puissant and 
courageous, that at the sight of so great a monster would 
not quail and flee away and keep his chamber well barred, 
especially in the night? 

“Now when we had brought this matter to so good a 
point, there chanced a pitiful case; for as I looked for my 
companions that should come from the sepulchre, behold 
there was a boy of the house that fortuned to be awaked by 
the noise, as fate would have it, and look out of a window 
and espy the bear running freely about the house, and he 
went back on his steps a-tiptoe and very secretly, and told 
all the servants, and at once the house was filled with the 
whole train of them. Incontinently they came forth with 
torches, lanterns, candles and tapers, and other lights, that 
they might see all the yard over; they came not unarmed, 
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but with clubs, spears, and naked swords, to guard the en- 
trances, and they set on greyhounds and mastiffs, even those 
with great ears and shaggy hair, to subdue the poor beast. 
Then I, during this broil, thought to run away, but because 
I would see Thrasyleon fighting wonderfully with the 
dogs, I lay behind the gate to behold him. And although I 
might perceive that he was at the very term or limit of life, 
yet remembered he his own faithfulness and ours, and 
valiantly resisted the gaping and ravenous mouths of the 
hound of Hell: for he took well to play the part which 
he so willingly had taken in hand himself, and with much 
ado, so long as the breath was in him, now flying and now 
pursuing, with many twistings and turnings of his body, 
tumbled at length out of the house; but when he was 
come to liberty abroad, yet could he not save himself by 
flight, for all the dogs of the street (which were fierce and 
many) joined themselves to the greyhounds and mastiffs that 
had just come out of the house, to chase him like a great 
host: alas, what a pitiful sight it was when our poor Thrasy- 
‘leon was thus environed and compassed with so many furi- 
ous dogs that tore and rent him miserably! Then I, impa- 
‘tient of so great his misery, ran in amongst the press of 
the people, and aiding my comrade secretly with my words 
(for no more could I do) exhorted all the leaders of this 
“chase in this manner: ‘O great extreme mischance, what a 
precious and excellent beast do we lose!’ but my words did 
‘nothing prevail to help the poor wretch. For there came 
“running out a tall man with a spear in his hand, that thrust 
“him clean through, and afterwards many that stood by, 
released of their fear, drew out their swords, and so they 
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killed him. But verily our brave captain Thrasyleon, the 
great honour of our band, when his life, that was worthy 
never to die, was utterly overcome, but not his fortitude, 
would not bewray the league between us, either by crying, 
howling, or any other means, but (being torn with dogs, 
and wounded with weapons) did still send forth a bellow- 
ing cry more like that of a beast than of a man: and taking 
his present fortune in good part, with courage and glory 
enough did finish his life with such a terror unto the assem- 
bly, that no person was so hardy (until it was morn, nay, 
until it was high day) as to touch him, though he were a 
beast stark dead: but at last there came a butcher more 
valiant than the rest, who (opening the paunch of the 
beast) slit off the skin from the hardy and venturous thief. In 
this manner there was lost to us also our captain Thrasyleon, 
but there was not lost to him his fame and honour. When 
all this was done, we packed up our treasure which the faith- 
ful dead in the sepulchre had kept for us, and we got us out 
of the bounds of Plataea, thinking always with ourselves 
that there was no fidelity to be found amongst the living; 
and no wonder, for that it hath passed over to the ghosts and 
the dead in hatred of our deceitfulness. And so, being 
wearied with the weight of our burdens, and very tired with 
our rough travel, having thus lost three of our soldiers, we 
are come home with this present prey that you see.” 

Thus when they had spoken and poured libation of pure 
wine from cups of gold in memory of their slain com- 
panions, they sung hymns to the god Mars to pacify him 
withal, and laid them down to sleep. Then the old woman 
gave us fresh barley in plenty without measure, in so much 
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that my horse, the only lord of all that abundance, might 
well think he was at some priestly banquet that day. But J, 
that was accustomed to eat flour finely milled and long 
cooked with broth, thought that but a sour kind of meat; 
wherefore espying a corner where lay the loaves of bread 
left by all the band, I got me thither, and used upon them 
my jaws which ached with long famine and seemed to be 
full of cobwebs. Now when the night was come the thieves 
awaked and rose up: and when they had buckled on their 
weapons and disguised their faces with vizors, like unto 
spectres, they departed, and yet for all the great sleep that 
came upon me, I could in no wise leave eating, and whereas, 
when I was a man, I could be contented with one or two 
loaves at the most, now my guts were so greedy that three 
panniers full would scarcely serve me; and while I laboured 
at this business, the morning came, and being moved by 
even an ass’s shamefastness, I left my food at last (though 
well I liked it) and at a stream hard by I quenched my 
thirst. And suddenly after, the thieves returned home care- 
ful and heavy, bringing no burdens with them, no not so 
much as one poor cloke, but with all their swords and 
strength, yea even with the might of their whole band, 
only a maiden that seemed by her habit to be some gentle- 
woman born, and the daughter of some noble of that coun- 
try, who was so fair and beautiful, that though I were an 
ass, yet I swear that I had a great affection to her. The 
virgin lamented and tore her hair, and spoiled her garments 
for the great sorrow she was in, but the thieves brought her 
within the cave, and essayed to comfort her in this sort: 
“Weep not, fair gentlewoman, we pray you, for be you 
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assured that we will do no outrage or violence to your per- 
son, but take patience awhile for our profit; for necessity 
and poor estate hath compelled us to this enterprise: we war- 
rant you that your parents (although they be covetous) from 
their great store will be contented to give us money enough 
to redeem and ransom you, that are their own blood, from 
our hands.” 

With such flattering words they endeavoured to appease 
the gentlewoman: howbeit she would in no case be com- 
forted, but put her head between her knees and cried pite- 
ously. Then they called the old woman and commanded her 
to sit by the maiden, and pacify her dolour as much as she 
might. And they departed away to rob, as they accustomed 
to do, but the virgin would not assuage her grief nor miti- 
gate her sorrow by any entreaty of the old woman, but 
howled and sobbed, shaking her bosom with her sighs, in 
such sort that she made me (poor ass) likewise to weep, and 
thus she said: “Alas! can I, poor wretch, that am come of 
so good a house, being now forsaken of all my dear parents, 
my many friends and great house and family, made a rapine 
and prey, closed servilely in this stony prison, deprived of 
all the pleasures wherein I have been brought up, thrown 
in danger, ready to be rent in pieces amongst so many sturdy 
thieves and dreadful robbers, can I (I say) cease from 
weeping or live any longer?” Thus she cried and lamented, 
and after she had wearied herself with sorrow and beating 
of her breast, she closed the windows of her hollow eyes 
to sleep: but scarce had she slept, but she rose again, like a 
furious and mad woman, and did afflict herself more vio- 
lently than before, and beat her breast and comely face 
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with her cruel hands. Then the old woman enquired the cause 
of her new and sudden lamentation, to whom (sighing in 
pitiful sort) she answered: “Alas! now I am utterly un- 
done, now I am out of all hope. O, give me a knife to kill 
me or a halter to hang me, or a precipice that I may throw 
me down therefrom”: whereat the old woman was more 
angry, and severely commanded her to tell her the cause of 
her sorrow, and why after her sleep she should renew her 
dolour and miserable weeping. “What, think you,” quoth 
she, “To deceive our young men of the price of your ran- 
som? No, no; therefore cease your crying, for the thieves 
do little esteem your tears, and if you will still weep, J will 
surely burn you alive.” 

Hereat the maiden was greatly afraid, and kissed her 
hand and said: “O mother, take pity upon me and my 
wretched fortune, for the sake of human kindness, for I 
think there be mercy ripe and frank in your venerable hoar 
head, and hear the sum of my calamity. There was a comely 
young man of the first rank in the city, who for his bounty 
and grace was beloved entirely as a son of all the town, my 
cousin-germain, and but three years older than I; from 
our early years we two were nourished and brought up in 
one house, and lay under one roof, aye, in one chamber and 
bed, and at length by promise of marriage and by consent 
of our parents we were by law contracted together; the 
marriage day was come, my spouse was accompanied with 
his parents, kinsfolk, and friends, and made sacrifice in the 
‘temples and public places; the whole house was garnished 
with laurel, and torches were set in every place as they 
chanted in honour of Hymenaeus, and when my unhappy 
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mother was pampering me in her lap and decking me like a 
bride, kissing me sweetly and praying earnestly for the hope 
of future children, behold there came in suddenly a great 
multitude of thieves, armed like men of war, with naked 
swords in their hands, who went not about to do any 
slaughter, neither to take anything away, but brake into 
the chamber where I was, and violently took me, now half 
dead with fear, out of my mother’s arms, when none of the 
family would fight nor resist ever so little. In this sort was 
our marriage broken and disturbed, like the marriage of 
Hippodamia and Protesilaus: but behold, good mother, now 
my unhappy fortune is renewed and increased: for T 
dreamed in my sleep that I was pulled out of our house, 
out of our chamber, and out of my bed, and that I roamed 
about in solitary and unknown places, calling upon the name 
of my unfortunate husband, and that he, when he was 
robbed of my embrace, even stil] smelling of perfumes and 


4 great stone that lay at his feet and threw it at my hus- 
band, poor youth, and killed him: by the terror of which I 
awaked in fear from so dreadful a sleep.” Then the old 
woman, rendering out like sighs, began to speak in this 
sort: “My lady, take a good heart unto you, and be not 
afraid at feigned or strange visions or dreams, for as the 
visions of the day are accounted false and untrue, so the 
Visions of the night do often chance contrary: and indeed 


¢ 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 95 


to dream of weeping, beating, and killing is a token of good 
luck and prosperous change, whereas contrary, to dream of 
laughing, filling the belly with good cheer, or dalliance of 
love, is sign of sadness of heart, sickness of body, or other 
displeasure. But I will tell thee a pleasant old wives’ tale 
to put away all thy sorrow and to revive thy spirits”; and 
so she began in this manner: 

“There was sometime a certain king, inhabiting in the 
west parts, who had to wife a noble dame, by whom he had 
three daughters exceeding fair: of whom the two elder were 

of most comely shape and beauty, yet they did not excel all 
the praise and commendation of mortal speech; but the 
singular passing beauty and maidenly majesty of the young- 
est daughter was so far excellent, that no earthly tongue 
could by any means sufficiently express or set out the same: 
by reason whereof the citizens and strangers there, being 
inwardly pricked by zealous affection to behold her famous 
person, came daily by thousands to see her, and as astonied 
with admiration of her incomparable beauty did no less 
worship and reverence her, bringing their right hands to 
their lips,? with the forefinger laid against the thumb, as 
tokens, and with other divine adorations, as if she were 
Lady Venus indeed: and shortly after the fame was spread 
‘nto the next cities and bordering regions that the goddess 
whom the deep seas had borne and brought forth, and the 
froth of the foaming waves had nourished (to the intent 
to shew her high magnificency and power in earth to such 


a nT 

1 As in the modern actress’s gesture of “blowing a kiss.” Pliny 
(Natural History, xxviii, 2) tells us that “in adoring the gods and do- 
ing reverence to their images, we use to kiss our right hand and turn 
about with our whole body.” 
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as before did honour and worship her) was now conversant 
amongst mortal men, or else that the earth and not the 
seas, by a new concourse and influence of the celestial 
planets, had budded and yielded forth a new Venus, en- 
dued with the flower of virginity. So daily more and more 
increased this opinion, and now was her flying fame dis- 
persed into the next islands and well nigh into every part 
and province of the whole world. Whereupon innumerable 
strangers resorted from far countries, adventuring them- 
selves by long journeys on land and by great travels on 
water, to behold this wonder of the age. By occasion whereof 
such a contempt grew towards the goddess Venus, that no 
person travelled unto the town Paphos nor unto Cnidos, 
no nor to the isle Cythera to worship her. Her liturgies were 
left out, her temples defaced, her couches 2 contemned, her 
ceremonies neglected, and her bare altars unswept and foul 
with the ashes of old burnt sacrifice. For why, every person 
honoured and worshipped this maiden instead of Venus, 
calling upon the divinity of that great goddess in a human 
form, and in the morning at her first coming abroad, of- 
fered unto her oblations, provided banquets, called her by 
the name of Venus which was not Venus indeed, and in 
her honour, as she walked in the streets, presented flowers 
and garlands in most reverent fashion. 

“This sudden change and alteration of celestial honour 
unto the worship of a mortal maiden did greatly inflame and 
kindle the mind of very Venus, who (unable to temper 
herself from indignation, shaking her head in raging sort) 


1 Pulvinaria: cushions used in certain public feasts and processions 
of the gods. 
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reasoned with herself in this manner: ‘Behold I, the original 
of nature, the first beginning of all the elements, behold I, 
the Lady Venus of all the world, am now joined with a 
mortal maiden as a partaker of my honour; my name, regis- 
tered in the city of heaven, is profaned and made vile by 
terrene absurdities. If I shall suffer any mortal creature to 
present my majesty in earth, and must be content with shar- 
ing the godhead and receiving worship through other, or 
that any girl that one day is to die shall bear about a false 
surmised shape of my person, then in vain did Paris that 
shepherd (in whose just judgement and confidence the great 
Jupiter had affiance) prefer me above the other great god- 
desses for the excellency of my beauty: but she, whatsoever 
she be, shall not for nought have usurped mine honour, but 
she shall shortly repent her of her unlawful loveliness.’ 
“Then by and by she called her winged son Cupid, rash 
enough and hardy, who by his evil manners, contemning all 
public justice and law, armed with fire and arrows, running 
up and down in the nights from house to house, and cor- 
rupting the lawful marriages of every person, doth nothing 
(and yet he is not punished) but that which is evil: and al- 
though he were of his own proper nature sufficient prone to 
work mischief, yet she egged him forward with words and 
brought him to the city, and shewed him Psyche (for so 
the maiden was called) and having told him of her rival 
beauty, the cause of her anger, not without great rage, AL 
pray thee,’ quoth she, “My dear child, by the motherly bond 
of love, by the sweet wounds of thy piercing darts, by the 
pleasant heat of thy fire, revenge fully the injury which is 
done to thy mother upon the false and disobedient beauty of 
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a mortal maiden; and this beyond all I pray thee without 
delay, that she may fall in desperate love with the most 
miserable creature living, the most poor, the most crooked, 
and the most vile, that there may be none found in all the 
world of like wretchedness.’ When she had spoken these 
words, she embraced long and kissed often her son, and took 
her voyage towards the shore hard by, where the tides flow 
to and fro: and when she was come there, and had trodden 
with her rosy feet upon the top of the trembling waters, 
then the deep sea became exceeding calm upon its whole sur- 
face, and at her will, as though she had before given her 
bidding, straightway appeared her servitors from the deep: 
for incontinent came the daughters of Nereus singing with 
tunes melodiously; Portunus with his bristled and rough 
beard of azure; Salacia with her bosom full of fish; Palae- 
mon the little driver of the dolphin; and the bands of 
Triton trumpeters leaping hither and thither, the one blow- 
ing on his shell with heavenly noise, another turning aside 
with a silken veil the burning heat of the fierce sun, another 
holding her mirror before his lady’s eyes, others, yoked two 
together, swimming beneath her car. Such was the company 
which followed Venus marching towards the middest 
Ocean. 

“In the mean season Psyche with all her beauty received 
no fruit of her honour. She was wondered at of all, she was 
praised of all, but she perceived that no king nor prince nor 
any of the inferior sort did repair to woo her. Every one 
marvelled at her divine beauty, but only as it were at some 
image well painted and set out. Her other two sisters, whose 
lesser beauty was nothing so greatly exalted by the people, 
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were royally married to two kings, but the virgin Psyche 
sitting at home alone lamented her solitary life, and being 
disquieted both in mind and body (although she pleased all 
the world) yet hated she in herself her own beauty. 
“Whereupon the miserable father of this unfortunate 
daughter, suspecting that the gods and powers of heaven did 
envy her estate, went into the town called Miletus to receive 
the most ancient oracle of Apollo, where he made his prayers 
and offered sacrifice, and desired a husband for his neglected 
daughter; but Apollo, though he were a Grecian of the 
country of Tonia, yet for the sake of him that telleth this 
Milesian tale, gave answer in Latin verse, the sense whereof 
was this: 
‘Let Psyche’s corpse be clad in mourning weed 
And set on rock of yonder hill aloft: 
Her husband is no wight of human seed, 
But serpent dire and fierce as may be thought, 
Who flies with wings above in starry skies 
And doth subdue each thing with fiery flight. 
The gods themselves and powers that seem so wise 
With mighty Jove be subject to his might; 
The rivers black and deadly floods of pain 
And darkness eke as thrall to him remain.’ 
The king, beforetimes happy, when he heard the prophecy 
of Apollo, returned home sad and sorrowful, and declared 
to his wife the miserable and unhappy fate of his daughter: 
then they began to lament and weep, and passed over many 
days in great sorrow. But now was the sad fulfilment of the 
oracle at hand, now the time approached of Psyche’s funeral 
marriage; preparation was made, the torches burned weakly 
with black and sooty flame, the pleasant sound of the nuptial 
flute was turned into the sad Lydian strains, the melody of 
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Hymenaeus was ended with deadly howling, the maiden that 
should be married did wipe her eyes with her veil; all the 
people of the city wept likewise the gloomy fate of a fallen 
house; and with great lamentation was ordained a public 
mourning for that day. 

“But necessity compelled that poor Psyche should be 
brought to her appointed doom, according to the divine com- 
mandment; and when the solemnity of the wretched wed- 
ding was ended with great sorrow, all the people followed 
the living corpse, and they went to bring this sorrowful 
spouse, not to her marriage, but to her final end and burial. 
And while the father and mother of Psyche did go for- 
ward, weeping and crying and delaying to do this enter- 
prise, Psyche spake unto them in this sort: ‘Why torment 
you your unhappy age with continual dolour? Why trouble 
you your breath, which is more rather mine than yours, 
with these many cryings? Why soil ye with useless tears 
your faces which I ought to adore and worship? Why tear 
you my eyes when ye tear yours? Why pull you your hoar 
hairs? Why knock you your breasts that are holy to me? 
Now you see the reward of my excellent beauty: now, now, 
you perceive (but too late) the deadly plague of envy. 
When the people did honour me with divine honours and 
all together call me new Venus, then you should have 
grieved, then you should have wept, then you should have 
sorrowed, as though I had been then dead: for now I see 
and perceive that I am come to this misery by the only name 
of Venus. Bring me, and (as fortune hath appointed) place 
me on the top of the rock; I greatly desire to end my happy 
marriage, I greatly covet to see my noble husband. Why 
do I delay? Why should I refuse him that is appointed to 
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destroy all the world?’ Thus ended she her words, and 
thrust herself with strong gait amongst the people that fol- 
lowed: then they brought her to the appointed rock of the 
high hill, and set her thereon and so departed. The torches 
and lights were put out with the tears of the people, and 
every man gone home with bowed heads: the miserable par- 
ents, well nigh consumed with sorrow, closed themselves 
in their palace and gave themselves to everlasting darkness. 
Thus poor Psyche being left alone weeping and trembling 
on the highest top of the rock, there came a gentle air of 
softly breathing Zephyrus and carried her from the hill, 
with a meek wind, which retained her garments up, and by 
little and little brought her down into a deep valley, where 
she was laid in a soft grassy bed of most sweet and fragrant 
flowers. 


BOOK V 


Tuus fair Psyche being sweetly couched amongst the 
soft and tender herbs, as in a bed of dewy grass and fra- 
grant flowers, and having qualified the troubles and thoughts 
of her restless mind, was now well reposed: and when she 
had refreshed herself sufficiently with sleep, she rose with 
a more quiet and pacified mind, and fortuned to espy a 
pleasant wood environed with great and mighty trees, and 
likewise a running river as clear as crystal; in the middest 
and very heart of the woods, well nigh at the fall of the 
tiver, was a princely edifice, wrought and builded, not by 
the art or hand of man, but by the mighty power of a god: 
and you would judge at the first entry therein, that it 
were some pleasant and worthy mansion for the powers of 
heaven. For the embowings above were curiously carven out 
of citron and ivory, propped and undermined with pillars 
of gold; the walls covered and seeled with silver; divers 
sorts of beasts were graven and carved, that seemed to en- 
counter with such as entered in: all things were so curiously 
and finely wrought, that it seemed either to be the work of 
some demigod, or God himself, that put all these beasts into 
silver. The pavement was all of precious stone, divided and 
cut one from another, whereon was carved divers kinds of 
pictures, in such sort that blessed and thrice blessed were 


they which might go upon such a pavement of gems and 
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ornaments: every part and angle of the house was so well 
adorned by the precious stones and inestimable treasure 
there, and the walls were so solidly built up with great blocks 
of gold, that glittered and shone in such sort that the cham- 
bers, porches, and doors gave out the light of day as it had 
been the sun. Neither otherwise did the other treasure of the 
house disagree unto so great a majesty, that verily it seemed 
in every point a heavenly palace fabricated and builded for 
Jupiter himself wherein to dwell among men. 

“Then Psyche, moved with delectation, approached nigh, 
and taking a bold heart entered into the house led on by the 
beauty of that sight, and beheld everything there with great 
affection: she saw storehouses wrought exceeding fine, and 
replenished with abundance of riches, and finally, there 
could nothing be devised which lacked there, but amongst 
such great store of treasure, this was more marvellous, that 
there was no closure, bolt, or lock, and no guardian to keep 
the same. And when with great pleasure she viewed all these 
things, she heard a voice without any body, that said: ‘Why 
do you marvel, lady, at so great riches? Behold all that you 
see is at your commandment: wherefore go you into the 
chamber and repose yourself upon the bed, and desire what 
bath you will have, and we, whose voices you hear, be your 
servants, and ready to minister unto you according to your 
desire: in the mean season, when you have refreshed your 
body, royal meats and dainty dishes shall be prepared for 
you.’ 

“Then Psyche perceived the felicity of divine providence, 
and according to the advertisement of the incorporeal voices 
she first reposed herself upon the bed, and then refreshed her 
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body in ‘the bath. This done, she saw the table garnished 
with meats, and a round chair to sit down, and gladly re- 
posed herself beside the array for dining, which she thought 
was set very conveniently for her refreshment. Then 
straightway all sorts of wines like nectar were brought in, 
and plentiful dishes of divers meats, not by anybody but as 
it were by some divine spirit or breath, for she could see no 
person before her, but only hear words falling on every 
side, and she had only voices to serve her. After that all the 
rich services were brought to the table, one came in and sang 
invisibly, another played on the harp, and that, too, could 
not be seen; the harmony of a large concourse did so greatly 
thrill in her ears, that though there were no manner of per- 
Son, yet seemed she in the midst of a great quire. 

“All these pleasures finished, when night approached 
Psyche went to bed; and when she was laid, and the night far 
advanced, still a sweet sound came about her ears; then she 
greatly feared for her virginity, because she was alone; she 
trembled and quaked the more for that she knew not what 
evil might come to pass. Then came her unknown husband 
to her bed, and after that he had made her his very wife, he 
rose in the morning before day and departed. Soon after 
came those invisible voices, consoling the bride for that vir- 
ginity she had lost, and thus she passed a great while: and so 
(as it naturally happened) that which was first a novelty, 
by continual custom did at last bring her great pleasure, but 
specially the sound of the voices was a comfort unto her 
being alone and knowing nothing of her estate. During this 
time her father and mother did nothing but weep and la- 
ment in their old age, and the fame of it was all blown 
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abroad, and her two sisters, hearing of her most miserable 
fortune, came with great dolour and sorrow to see and speak 
with their parents. 

“Now on that very night Psyche’s husband spake unto her 
for she might not know him with her eyes, but only with 
her hands and ears) and said: ‘O my sweet spouse and dear 
wife, fortune doth menace unto thee imminent peril and 
danger, whereof I wish thee greatly to beware: for know 
thou that thy sisters, thinking thou art dead, be greatly 
troubled and will soon come to the mountain by thy foot- 
steps; whose lamentations, if thou fortune to hear, beware 
that thou do in no wise either make answer or look up to- 
ward them. For if thou do, thou shalt purchase to me a 
great sorrow, and to thyself utter destruction.” Psyche 
(hearing her husband) promised that she would do all 
things as he commanded, but after that he was departed, 
and the night passed away, she lamented and cried all day 
following, thinking that now she was past all hope of com- 
fort in that she was both closed within the walls of a fine 
prison, deprived of human conversation, and commanded 
not to aid or assist her sorrowf ul sisters, no, nor once to see 
them. Thus she passed all the day weeping; and went to bed — 
at night without any refection of meat or bathing, but in 
continently after came her husband earlier than he was 
wont, who (when he had embraced her sweetly) as she still 
wept, began to say: ‘Ts it thus that you perform your promise, 
my sweet wife? What do I find here, that am your hus- 
band? What have I to hope? Pass you all the day and the 
night in weeping, and will you not cease even in your hus- 
band’s arms? Go to, do what you will, purchase your own 
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destruction, and when you find it so, then remember my 
words and repent, but too late.” 

“Then she desired her husband more and more, assuring 
him that she should die, unless he would grant her desire that 
she might see her sisters, whereby she might speak with them 
and comfort them; whereat at length he was contented, and 
moreover he willed that she should give them as much gold 
and jewels as she would, but he gave her a further charge, 
warning her often, and saying that she should beware that 
she should covet not (being moved by the pernicious counsel! 
of her sisters) to see the shape of his person, lest by her 
wicked curiosity she should be deprived of so great and 
worthy estate and nevermore feel his embrace. Psyche being 
glad herewith rendered unto him most entire thanks and 
said: “My honey, my husband, I had rather die an hundred 
times than be separate from your sweet company; for who- 
Soever you be, I love and retain you within my heart, as if 
you were mine own spirit, and I make you not less than if 
you were Cupid himself: but I Pray you grant this likewise, 
that you would command your servant Zephyrus to bring 
my sisters down into the valley, as he brought me, and place 
them here’; wherewithal she kissed him sweetly, and de- 
sired him with tender words to grant her request, and 
clasped him closely to her bosom, calling him her spouse, 
her sweetheart, her joy, her own very soul, whereby she en- 
forced him by the power of her love (though unwillingly) 
to her mind, and he promised to do her will, and when 
morning came he departed away from her arms, 

“After a long search made, the sisters of Psyche came 
unto the hill where she had been set on the rock, and cried 
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with a loud voice and beat their breasts, in such sort that the 
rocks and stones with echoes answered again their frequent 
howlings: and when they called their sister by her name, so 
that their lamentable cries came down the mountain unto 
her ears, she came forth, very anxious and now almost out 
of her mind, and said: ‘Behold, here is she for whom you 
weep; I pray you torment yourself no more, and dry those 
tears with which you have so long wetted your cheeks, for 
now may you embrace her for whom you mourned.’ 

_ “By and by she commanded Zephyrus by the appointment 
of her husband to bring them down; neither did he delay, 
for with gentle blasts he retained them up, and laid them 
softly in the valley: I am not able to express the often em- 
bracing, kissing, and greeting which was between them 
three; and those tears which had been then laid apart sprang 
forth again for joy. ‘Come in,’ quoth Psyche, ‘Into our 
house with gladness and refresh your afflicted minds with 
me your sister.’ After this she shewed them the storehouses 
of treasure, she caused them to hear the great company of 
voices which served her, the fair bath was made ready, and 
she entertained them richly with dainty meats of her celes- 
tial table, and when they had eaten and filled themselves 
with divine delicacies they conceived great envy within their 
hearts: and one of them being very curious in every point, 
did not cease to demand what her husband was, and who 
was the lord of so precious a house; but Psyche, remember- 
ing the promise which she made to her husband, did not let 
it go forth from the secret places of her heart, but with 
timely colour feigned that he was a young man of comely 
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stature with soft down, rather than a beard, just beginning 
to shadow his cheeks, and had great delight in hunting in 
the hills and dales hard by: and lest by her long talk she 
should be found to trip or fail in her words and betray her 
secret counsel, she filled their laps with gold and ornaments 
of jewels, and commanded Zephyrus to carry them away. 
“When this was done these worthy sisters took their ways 
homeward to their own houses, and the poison of envy that 
they bare against Psyche grew hot within them, so that they 
murmured with much talk between them; and one began: 
“Behold a cruel and contrary fortune! Doth it please thee 
that we (born all of one parent) have divers destinies, but 
especially we, that are the elder two, be married to strange 
husbands, made as handmaidens, and as it were banished 
from our country and friends; whereas our younger sister, 
last born, which is ever the weakest, hath so great abundance 
of treasure and gotten a god to her husband, but hath no 
skill how to use so great plenty of riches. Saw you not, sister, 
what was in the house? What great store of jewels, what 
glittering robes, what gems, yea, what gold we trod on? So 
that if she have a goodly husband according as she affirmeth 
there is none that liveth this day more happy in all the world 
than she. And s0 it may come to pass that at length, if the 
great affection and love which he beareth unto her do con- 
tinually increase, he may make her a goddess, for (by Her- 
cules) such was her port, so she behaved herself. Now 
already she holds up her countenance, now she breathes the 
goddess, that as a woman hath voices to serve her, and lays 
her commands upon the winds. But I, poor wretch, have 
first married a husband older than my father, more bald 
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than a coot,! more weak than a child, and one that locketh 
up all the house with bolts and chains.’ 

“Then said the other sister: ‘And in faith I am married 
to a husband that hath the gout, bent crooked, not courageous 
in paying the debt of love; I am fain to rub and mollify his 
crabbed and stony fingers, and I soil my white and dainty 
hands with stinking plasters and rank-smelling salves and 
with the corruption of filthy clouts, so that he uses me not 
like a wife, but more like a surgeon’s servant. And you, my 
sister, seem to bear this with a patient, nay (that I may speak 
freely) with a servile mind, but I cannot abide to see our 
younger sister so unworthy in such great felicity. Saw you 
not, I pray, how proudly and arrogantly she handled us even 
now, and how in vaunting herself she uttered her presump- 
tuous mind, how she cast grudgingly a little gold into our 
laps, and (being weary of our company) commanded that 
we should be borne and blown and whistled away? Verily, 
I live not nor am I a woman, but I will cast her utterly 
down from her rich estate: and if you, my sister, as you 
should, be so far made bitter herewith as I, let us consult 
boldly together, and not shew this that we have to any per- 
son, no, nor yet to our parents, nor tell that we know that 
she liveth. For it sufficeth that we have seen her, whom it 
repenteth to have seen: neither let us declare her good for- 
tune to our father, nor to all the world, for they be not 
wealthy, whose riches are unknown: so shall she know that 
she hath not abject slaves, but very elder sisters. But now 
let us go home to our husbands and poor houses, that be yet 
“honest enough, and when we are better instructed with most 


1 The Latin uses another comparison: “balder than a pumpkin.” 
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careful plotting, let us return the stronger to suppress her 
pride.’ So this evil counsel seemed good to these two evi 
women, and they hid that great treasure which Psyche gave 
them, and tare their hair and befouled their faces renewing 
their false and forged tears. Thus did they terrify their 
father and mother, and doubled their sorrows and griefs; 
and then full of ire and farced with envy they took thei: 
voyage howeward devising the hurt, nay the slaughter and 
destruction of their harmless sister. 

“In the mean season the husband of Psyche, whom she 
knew not, did warn her again in the night with these words 
‘Seest thou not,” quoth he, ‘What peril and danger evil for- 
tune doth threaten unto thee from afar? Whereof if thov 
take not good heed in time, it will shortly come upon thee 
for the unfaithful harlots do greatly endeavour to set their 
snares to catch thee, and their purpose is to make and per- 
suade thee to behold my face, which if thou once fortune tc 
see (as I have often told thee) thou shalt see no more: 
wherefore if these naughty hags, armed with wicked minds, 
do chance to come again (as I think not otherwise but that 
they will) take heed that thou talk not with them, but sim- 
ply suffer them to speak what they will; howbeit, if thou 
canst not restrain thyself for thy natural simplicity and 
for the tender years of thy mind, beware that thou have no 
communication of thy husband, nor answer a word if they 
fortune to question of me. So will we increase our stock, 
and thou hast a young and tender child couched in this 
young and tender belly of thine, who shall be made, if thou 
conceal my secret, an immortal god, but otherwise a mortal 
creature.” Then Psyche was very glad that she should bring 
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forth a divine babe, and proud of the pledge that was to be 
born, and very joyful in that she should be honoured as a 
mother: she reckoned and numbered carefully the days and 
months that passed, and being never with child before, did 
marvel greatly that her belly should swell so big from so 
small a beginning. 

“But those pestilent and wicked furies, breathing out 
their serpentine poison, were hastening with wicked speed 
to bring their enterprise to pass. Then Psyche was warned 
again by her husband, while he briefly tarried with her, in 
this sort: ‘Behold the last day and the extreme case. The 
enemies of thy own sex and blood have armed themselves 
against us, pitched their camps, set their host in array, 
sounded for advance, and are now marching towards us, 
for thy two sisters have drawn their swords and are ready to 
slay thee. Oh with what force and slaughter are we assailed 
this day, sweet Psyche: I pray thee to take pity on thyself, 
and on me, keep a seal on thy lips, and deliver thy husband, 
and thyself, and this infant within thy belly from so great 
‘and imminent a danger, and see not neither hear these 
‘cursed women, which are not worthy to be called thy sisters, 
for their great and murderous hatred, and breach of sis- 
terly amity, for they will come (like Sirens) to the moun- 
tain, and yield out therein their piteous and lamentable cries.’ 

“When Psyche had heard these words, she sighed sorrow- 
fully and said: “O dear husband, this long time you have had 
‘experience and trial of my faith and my silence, and doubt 
you not but that I will persevere in the same steadfastness of 
‘mind: wherefore command you our servant Zephyrus that 
‘he may do as he hath done before, to the intent that instead 
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of your form that you have forbidden me to see, yet I may 
comfort myself with the sight of my sisters. I pray you by 
this lovely and fragrant hair of yours that hangs down, by 
these round cheeks, delicate and tender like mine own, 
by your pleasant warm breast, by that shape and face that I 
shall learn at length by the child in my belly, hear the sol- 
emn prayer of my anxious beseeching, grant the fruit of my 
desire that I may embrace my sisters, refresh your dear 
spouse Psyche with joy, who is bound and linked unto you 
for ever. I little esteem to see your visage and figure, little 
do I regard the night and darkness, for I hold you in my 
arms, my only light.” Her husband (being as it were en- 
chanted with these words, and compelled by violence of her 
often embracing, wiping away her tears with his hair) did 
yield unto his wife, and promised that which she desired, 
and before morning was come departed as he accustomed 
to do. 

“Now her sisters, their plot well compacted, arrived on 
land, and without even visiting of their father and mother 
never rested till they came to the rock, and there leaped 
down rashly from the hill themselves, waiting not for the 
breeze that was to bear them; forgat not then Zephyrus the 
divine commandment, and brought them down in the bosom 
of the wind (though it were against his will) and laid them 
in the valley without any harm. By and by they went into 
the palace to their sister without leave, and when they had 
eftsoons embraced their prey, falsely assuming the shew of 
sisters, and hiding the store of their malice beneath a smiling 
face, with flattering words they said: ‘O dear sister Psyche, 
know you that you are now no more so slim and slender, but 
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already almost a mother? O what great joy bear you unto us 
‘in your belly! What a comfort will it be unto all the house! 
How happy shall we be that shall see this golden infant in- 
crease and grow!—who, if he be like his parents in beauty, 
as it is necessary he should, there is no doubt but a new 
Cupid shall be born.’ 
“By this kind of pretended love they went about to win 
Psyche by little and little; but because they were weary with 
travel, they sat them down in chairs, and after that they had 
washed their bodies in warm and pleasant baths, they went 
nto a parlour, where all those wonderful meats and goodly 
haggis were ready prepared. Psyche commanded the harp to 
play, and it was done; the flute to sound, and so it was; to 
make a quire, and song brake forth: but no person was seen, 
by whose sweet harmony and modulation the sisters of 
| Psyche were greatly delighted. Howbeit the wickedness of 

these cursed women was nothing suppressed by the sweet and 
honeyed noise of these instruments, but they settled them- 
selves to work their treason and snare against Psyche, de- 
| manding with guile who was her husband, and of what par- 
-entage or race he was: then she (having forgotten, by too 
- much simplicity, that which she had before spoken of her 
husband) invented a new answer, and said that her husband 
was of a near province, a merchant in great affairs, and a 
man of a middle age, having his head interspersed with a 
few grey hairs; which when she had shortly said (because 
' she would have no further talk) she filled their lap full of 
the richest gifts, and bade them again be borne away of the 


_ wind. 
“Tn their return homeward, carried aloft by the gentle 
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breath of Zephyrus, they murmured with themselves, say- 
ing: ‘How say you, sister, to so great and apparent a lie of dot- 
ing Psyche? For first she said that her husband was a young 
man with the down of his chin but just beginning to spring, 
and now she saith that he hath a head half grey with age: 
what is he that in so short space can suddenly become so old? 
You shall find it no otherwise, my sister, but that either this 
cursed quean hath invented a great lie or else that she never 
saw the shape of her husband: and whichever be true, we 
must, as soon as may be, drive her forth from that rick 
estate of hers. And if it be so that she never saw him, then 
verily she is married to some god, and hath a young god for 
us in her belly; but if it be a divine babe of the which she 
shall soon be called the mother (as God forbid it should) 
then may I go and hang myself: wherefore let us go now 
to our parents, and with such forged lies as this let us colour 
the matter.’ 

“After they were thus inflamed and had proudly visited 
their parents, having passed the night in fitful watchings, 
they returned again to the mountain, and by the aid of the 
wind Zephyrus were carried down into the valley; and after 
they had strained their eyelids to enforce themselves to weep, 
they called unto Psyche in this sort: “Thou (ignorant of 
so great evil) thinkest thyself sure and happy, and sittest at 
home nothing regarding thy peril, whereas we go about thy 
affairs, and are exceeding sorry for the harm that shall hap- 
pen unto thee: for we are credibly informed, neither can we 
but utter it unto thee, that are the companions of thy grief 
and mishap, that there is a great serpent of many coils, full 
of deadly poison, with a ravenous and gaping throat, that 
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ieth with thee secretly every night. Remember the oracle of 
Apollo, who pronounced that thou shouldst be married to a 
dire and fierce beast; and many of the inhabitants hereby, 
and such as hunt about in the country, affirm that they have 
seen him towards evening returning from pasture and 
swimming over the river: whereby they do undoubtedly say 
that he will not pamper thee long with delicate meats, but 
when the time of delivery shall approach, he will devour 
both thee and thy child as a more tender morsel. Wherefore 
advise thyself, whether thou wilt agree unto us that are care- 
ful for thy safety, and so avoid the peril of death, and be 
contented to live with thy sisters, or whether thou wilt re- 
main with the most cruel serpent, and in the end be swal- 
lowed into the gulf of his body. And if it be so that thy 
solitary life, thy conversation with voices, and this servile 
and dangerous pleasure, that is the secret and filthy love of 
the poisonous serpent, do more delight thee; say not but that 
we have played the parts of natural sisters in warning thee.’ 

“Then the poor simple Psyche was moved with the fear 
of so dreadful words, and (being amazed in her mind) did 
clean forget the admonitions of her husband and her own 
promises made unto him. And (throwing herself headlong 
into extreme misery) with a wan and sallow countenance, 
scantly uttering and stammering forth her words, at length 
began to say in this sort: ‘O my most dear sisters, I heartily 
thank you for your great kindness towards me, and I am 
now verily persuaded that they which have told you hereof, 
have told you of nothing but truth, for I never saw the 
shape of my husband, neither know I from whence he 
came; only I hear his voice in the night, in so much that I 
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have an unknown husband, and one that loveth not the light 
of the day; which causeth me to suspect that he is some beast 
as you affirm. Moreover I do greatly fear to see him, for he 
doth menace and threaten great evil unto me, if I should 
go about to spy, and behold his shape; wherefore, my loving 
sisters, if you have any wholesome remedy for your sister 
in danger, give it now presently: for if ye be now careless 
so to do, ye will make of none effect the kindness of your 
watchfulness that was before.’ 

“Then those wicked women, opening the gates of their 
sister’s heart, did put away now all privy guile, and egged 
her forward in her fearful thoughts, drawing openly the 
sword of deceit, and persuading her to do as they would 
have her; and one of them began and said: ‘Because that we, 
obliged by our kinship with you, little esteem any peril or 
danger to save your life, we intend to shew you the best way 
and means to safety as we may possibly do, and we have 
long thought thereon. Take a sharp razor, whetted upon the 
palm of your hand to its finest edge, and put it under the 
pillow of your bed, and see that you have ready a privy 
burning lamp with oil, hid under some part of the hanging 
of the chamber; and (finely dissimulating all the matter) 
when, according to his custom, he cometh to bed and stretch- 
eth him fully out and sleepeth soundly, breathing deep, arise 
you secretly, and with your bare feet treading a-tiptoe, Zo 
and take your lamp, with the razor lifted high in your right 
hand, from the ward of its hiding-place that you may bor- 
row from its light the occasion of a bold deed, and with 
valiant force cut off the head of the poisonous serpent at 
the knot of his neck: wherein we will aid and assist you, 


” 
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and when by the death of him you shall be made safe, we 
will bring quickly away all these riches and marry you, that 
are a2 woman, to some comely man, and no beast.’ After 
they had thus inflamed the heart of their sister, who was al- 
ready alight (fearing lest some danger might happen unto 
them by reason of their privity in so wicked a deed) they 
left her and were carried by the wind Zephyrus to the top 
of the mountain, and so they ran away, and took shipping. 
“When Psyche was left alone (saving that she seemed 
not to be alone, being stirred by so many furies) she was in a 
‘tossing mind, like the waves of the sea, and although her 
‘will was obstinate and fixed to put in execution the counsel 
of her sisters, yet when she was now ready to do the deed, 
‘she was in doubtful and divers opinions touching her ca- 
amity. Sometimes she would, sometimes she would not, 
‘sometimes she is bold, sometimes she feareth, sometimes she 


- mistrusteth, sometimes she is moved, and at last in one per- 
son she hateth the beast and loveth her husband; but at 
‘length the evening came, when she made preparation for 
her wicked intent. Then was it night, and soon after her 


‘husband came, and when he had kissed and embraced her he 


‘fell asleep: then Psyche (somewhat feeble in body and 


‘mind, yet strengthened by cruelty of fate) received bold- 
“ness and brought forth the lamp, and took the razor, so that 
by her audacity she changed herself to masculine kind. But 


when she took the lamp and the secret parts of the bed were 


made light, she saw the most meek and sweetest beast of all 


beasts, even fair Cupid, couched fairly, at whose sight the 


very lamp increased its light for joy, and the razor turned its 


} 


edge. But when Psyche saw so glorious a body, she greatly 


¢ 
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feared, and amazed in mind, with a pale countenance, all 
trembling, fell on her knees, and thought to hide the razor, 
yea verily in her own heart; which she had undoubtedly 
done, had it not, through fear of so wicked an enterprise, 
fallen out of her rash and hasty hands. And now she was 
faint and had lost her strength, but when she saw and be- 
held the beauty of his divine visage, she was well recreated 
in her mind; she saw his hairs of gold, that were drenched 
with ambrosia and yielded out a sweet savour thereof; his 
neck more white than milk; his ruddy cheeks upon which his 
hair hanged comely behind and before, the brightness 
whereof did darken the light of the lamp; the tender plume 
feathers of that flying god dispersed upon his shoulders with 
shining gleam, and though his wings were at rest, the tender 
down of their edges trembling hither and thither, and the 
other parts of his body so smooth and soft that it could not 
repent Venus to bear such a child. At the bed’s feet lay his 
bow, quiver and arrows that be the gentle weapons of so 
great a god: which when Psyche did curiously behold, and 
marvelling at the weapons of her husband took one of the 
arrows out of the quiver, and trying the sharpness thereof 
with her finger, she pricked herself withal: wherewith she 
was so grievously wounded that some little drops of blood 
followed, and thereby of her own accord she fell in love 
with Love. Then more and more broiling in the love of 
Cupid, she embraced him and kissed him a thousand times, 
fearing the measure of his sleep. 

“But alas, while she was in this great joy, and her spirit 
languished and wavered, whether it were for foul envy, or 
for desire to touch this amiable body likewise, there fell out 
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a drop of burning oil from the lamp upon the right shoulder 
of the god. O rash and bold lamp, the vile ministry of love, 
how darest thou be so bold as to burn the god of all fire, 
when surely some lover invented thee, to the intent that he 
might with more joy pass the nights in pleasure? The god 
being burned in this sort, and perceiving that promise and 
faith was broken, he fled away without utterance of any 
word from the kisses and hands of his most unhappy wife. 
But Psyche fortuned to catch him as he was rising by the 
right thigh with both hands, and held him fast as he flew 
about in the air, hanging to him (poor wretch) through his 
cloudy journey, until such time that, constrained by weari- 
ness, she let go and fell down upon the ground: but Cupid 
left her not altogether, but followed her down and lighted 
upon the top of a cypress-tree, and angrily spake unto her 
in this manner: ‘O simple Psyche, consider with thyself, how 
I (little regarding the commandment of my mother, who 
willed me that thou shouldest be married to a man of base 
and miserable condition) did come myself from heaven to 
love thee. This have I very wantonly done, I know (and I 
have wounded mine own body with my proper weapon) to 
have thee to my spouse, and did I seem a beast unto thee, 
that thou shouldest go about to cut off my head with a 
razor, yea this head with its eyes that love thee so well? 
Did not I always give thee in charge against this danger? 
Did not I gently will thee to beware? But those cursed 
aiders and counsellors of thine shall be worthily rewarded 
for their pains. As for thee, thou shalt be sufficiently pun- 
_ ished by my absence.’ And when he had spoken these words 
he took his flight into the air. 


120 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


“Then Psyche fell flat on the ground, and as long as she 
might see her husband, she cast her eyes after him into the 
air, weeping and lamenting piteously: but when he was 
flown clean away out of her sight, she threw herself into 
the next running river, for the great anguish and dolour 
that she was in, for the lack of her husband; howbeit the 
gentle water would not suffer her to be drowned, but took 
pity upon her, in the honour of Cupid which accustomed to 
broil and burn the very river, and so fearing for himself 
would not harm her, but threw her upon the bank amongst 
the herbs. Then Pan the rustical god was sitting on the 
river-side, embracing and teaching the goddess Echo of 
the mountains to tune her songs and pipes, by whom were 
feeding upon the grass of the margin the young and tender 
goats; and after that this goat-footed god perceived poor 
Psyche in so sorrowful case, not ignorant (I know not by 
what means) of her miserable estate, he called her gently 
beside him and endeavoured to pacify her in this sort: ‘O 
fair maid, I am a rustic and rude herdsman, howbeit (by 
reason of my old age) expert in many things; for as far 
as I can learn by conjecture, which (according as wise men 
do term) is called divination, I perceive by your uncertain 
and trembling gait, your pale hue, your sobbing sighs, aye 
and your watery eyes, that you are greatly in love. Where- 
fore hearken to me, and go not about to slay yourself, nor 
weep not at all, but rather adore and worship the great god 
Cupid, and win him unto you, that is a delicate and wanton 
youth, by your gentle promise of service.’ 

“When the god of shepherds had spoken these words, she 
gave no answer, but made reverence unto him as to a god, 
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and so departed: and after that she had gone more than a 
little way with weary feet, she fortuned unawares to take a 
certain path, and towards evening to come to a city where 
‘the husband of one of her sisters did reign; which when 
Psyche did understand, she caused that her sister had knowl- 
edge of her coming. And so they met together, and after 
great embracing and salutation the sister of Psyche de- 
manded the cause of her travel thither. ‘Marry,’ quoth she, 
‘Do not you remember the counsel that you gave me, whereby 
you would that I should kill with a razor the beast, who 
under colour of my husband did lie with me every night, 
before he should utterly devour miserable me? You shall 
understand that as soon as, by thy further advice, I brought 
forth the lamp to see and behold his shape, I perceived a 
wonderful and even a divine sight; for it was the son of 
Venus, even Cupid himself, that lay softly asleep. Then i, 
being stricken with the sight of so great pleasure, and dis- 
traught by exceeding great joy, could not thoroughly as- 
suage my delight, but, alas (by evil chance) the boiling 
oil of the lamp fortuned to fall on his shoulder, which 
caused him to awake; and he, aroused by the pain thereof, 
seeing me armed with fire and weapon, began to say: “How 
darest thou be so bold as to do so great a mischief? Depart 
from me, and take such things as thou diddest bring:* for 
I will have thy sister” (and named you) “to my wife, and 
she shall be joined in true wedlock with me”; and by and 
by he commanded Zephyrus to carry me away from the 
~ bounds of his house.’ 


ee eee aera ca ee ann Per? area 
1 The Roman formula of divorce; and Cupid was to re-marry the 
sister by confarreatio, the solemn and ceremonial tie confined to 


patricians and priests. 
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“Psyche had scantly finished her tale, but her sister 
(pierced with the prick of carnal desire and wicked envy) 
ran home, and feigning to her husband with a cunningly 
made lie that she had heard somewhat of the death of her 
parents, took shipping and came to the mountain. And al- 
though there blew a contrary wind, yet being brought in a 
vain hope, she cried: ‘O Cupid, take me a more worthy 
wife, and thou, Zephyrus, bear down thy mistress,’ and so 
she cast herself down from the mountain. But she fell not 
into the valley neither alive nor dead, for all the members 
and parts of her body were torn amongst the rocks, whereby 
she was made a prey to the birds and wild beasts, as she 
worthily deserved, and so she perished. Neither was the 
vengeance of the other delayed: for Psyche, travelling 
with wandering feet, fortuned to come to another city, 
where her other sister did dwell; to whom when she had 
declared all such things as she told to her first sister, she 
also was caught in the snare, and being very jealous of her 
marriage, ran likewise unto the rock, and was slain in like 
sort. 

“In the meantime, Psyche travelled about in the country 
to seek her husband Cupid, but he was gotten into his 
mother’s chamber, and there bewailed the sorrowful wound 
which he caught by the oil of the burning lamp. Then the 
white bird the gull, which swimmeth with his wings over 
the waves of the water, flew down to the Ocean sea, where 
she found Venus washing and bathing herself: to whom she 
declared her son was burned and suffering from a grievous 
wound and in danger of death, and moreover that it was 
a common report in the mouth of every person to speak evil 
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of all the family of Venus; ‘Thy son,’ quoth she, “Doth 
nothing but haunt harlots in the mountain, and thou thy- 
self dost use to riot on the sea, whereby they say there is 
now nothing any more gracious, nothing pleasant, nothing 
gentle, but all is become uncivil, monstrous, and horrible; 
moreover, there are no more loving marriages, nor friend- 
ships of amity, nor loving of children, but all is disorderly, 
and there is a very bitter hatred of weddings as base things.’ 
This the wordy and curious gull did clatter in the ears of 
Venus, reprehending her son. But Venus began to be very 
angry, and said: ‘What, hath my son gotten any love? I 
pray thee, gentle bird, that dost alone serve me so faith- 
fully, tell me what she is and what is her name, that hath 
troubled my simple and beardless * son in such sort, whether 
she be any of the tribe of the Nymphs, of the number of 
the Seasons, of the company of the Muses, or of the min- 
istry of my Graces?” To whom the bird answered that could 
never be silent: ‘Madam, I know not what she is; but this I 
know, that he loveth her greatly, and that she is called 
Psyche.’ Then Venus with indignation cried out: ‘What, is 
it she? The usurper of my beauty, the vicar of my name? 
‘And this is more and worse; will the brat think that I am 
a bawd, by whose shewing he fell acquainted with the 
maid?’ 

“Thus she complained, and immediately departed and 
went to her golden chamber, where she found her son 
wounded, as it was told unto her; whom when she beheld 
she stood at the door and cried out very loudly in this sort: 
“Ig this an honest thing? Is this honourable to thy parents 


1 Lit. “not yet clothed as a man.” 
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and to thine own good name? Is this reason that thou hast 
first violated and broken the commandment of thy mother 
and sovereign mistress? And whereas thou shouldest have 
vexed my enemy with a loathsome and base love, thou hast 
done contrary: for (being but of tender and unripe years) 
thou hast with too licentious appetite embraced her, that my 
most mortal foe shall be made a daughter unto me. Thou 
presumest and thinkest (thou trifling boy, thou varlet, and 
without all love) that thou art alone my true child, and 
that I am not able by reason of mine age to have another 
son; but this I could do, and thou shouldest well under- 
stand that I would bear a more worthier than thou: but to 
work thee a greater despite, I do determine to adopt one 
of my servants, and to give him these wings, this fire, this 
bow and these arrows, and all other furniture which I gave 
to thee, though not for this purpose; for of all this nothing 
came to thee from thy father to thy furnishment. But 
first thou hast been evil brought up and instructed in thy 
youth: thou hast thy hands ready and sharp: thou hast often 
most rudely struck and beaten thy ancients, and especially 
thy own mother, myself I say, thou hast robbed me daily, 
thou very parricide, and hast pierced me with thy darts, 
thou contemnest me as a widow, neither dost thou regard 
thy valiant and invincible stepfather, but to anger me more 
thou settest him after wenches that I may be jealous: but I 
will cause that thou shalt shortly repent thee of this sport, 
and that this marriage shall be bitter to thee and dearly 
bought. To what a public scorn am I now driven? What 
shall I do? Whither shall I go? How shall I repress this 
beast? Shall I ask aid of mine enemy Sobriety, whom I have 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 125 


often offended because of thy wantonness? But I hate to 
‘seek counsel from so poor and rustical a woman. No, no, 
howbeit I will not cease from my vengeance, whencesoever 
it cometh; to her must I have recourse for help, and to none 
other (I mean to Sobriety) who may correct sharply this 
trifler, take away his quiver, deprive him of his arrows, 
unbend his bow, quench his fire, and subdue his body with 
punishment still more bitter; and when that she hath razed 
and cut off this his hair, which I have dressed with mine own 
hands and made to glitter like gold, and when she hath 
clipped his wings which I myself have dyed with the im- 
mortal fountain of my breast, then shall I think to have 
sufficiently revenged myself for the injury which he hath 
done.’ 

“When she had spoken these words she departed in a 
great rage out of her chamber full of the bitterness of very 
Venus; and immediately as she was going away, came Juno 
and Ceres, and seeing her angry countenance, they de- 
manded the cause of her anger, and why with so gloomy a 
frown she had dimmed the glory of her shining eyes. Then 
Venus made answer: ‘Verily you are come in good time to 
carry into effect the purpose of my furious heart; but I pray 
you with all diligence to seek out one whose name is Psyche, 
who is a vagabond, and runneth about the countries, and I 
think you are not ignorant of the bruit of my son Cupid, 
and of his demeanour, which I am ashamed to declare.’ 
Then they understanding and knowing the whole matter, 

- endeavoured to mitigate the ire of Venus in this sort: ‘What 
is the cause, madam, or how hath your son so offended that 
you should so greatly accuse his love, and blame him by 
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reason that he is amorous? And why should you seek the 
death of her whom he doth fancy? What is his fault, we 
pray, if he have accorded to the mind of a fair maiden? 
What, do not you know that he is a man and a young man? 
Or have you forgotten of what years he is? Doth he seem 
always to you to be a child because he beareth well his age? 
You are his mother and a kind and understanding woman; 
will you continually search out his dalliance? Will you 
blame his luxury? Will you bridle his love? And will you 
reprehend your own art and delights in your lovely son? 
What god or man is he, that can endure that you should 
sow or disperse your seed of love in every place, and at 
the same time make a restraint of that same love within 
your own doors, and entirely close and shut up that factory 
where the natural faults of women are made?’ In this sort 
these goddesses endeavoured to excuse Cupid with all their 
power (although he were absent) for fear of his dart and 
shafts of love. But Venus would in no wise assuage her 
heat, but (thinking that they did but trifle and taunt at her 
injuries) she departed from them, and took her voyage 
again towards the sea in all haste. 


BOOK VI 


In the mean season Psyche hurled herself hither and 
thither, seeking day and night for her husband with unquiet 
mind, eager the more because she thought that if he would 
not be appeased with the sweet flattery of his wife, yet he 
would take mercy upon her at her servile and continual 
prayers. And (espying a church on the top of a high hill) 
she said: ‘How can I tell whether my husband and master 
be there or no?” Wherefore she went swiftly thitherward, 
and with great pain and travail, yet moved by hope and 
desire, after that she had stoutly climbed to the top of the 
mountain, she went up to the sacred couch, where behold, 
she espied sheaves of corn lying on a heap, blades twisted 
into garlands, and reeds of barley; moreover she saw hooks, 
scythes, sickles, and other instruments to reap, but every- 
thing lay out of order, and as it were cast down carelessly 
in the summer heat by the hands of labourers; which when 
Psyche: saw, she gathered up and put everything duly in 
order, thinking that she would not despise or contemn the 
temples of any of the gods, but rather get the favour and 
benevolence of them all. 

“By and by Lady Ceres came in and beholding her busy 
‘and curious in her chapel, cried out afar off and said: ‘O 
Psyche, needful of mercy, Venus searcheth anxiously for thy 


steps in every place, mad at heart to revenge herself and to 
127 
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punish thee grievously with all the power of her godhead, 
but hast thou more mind to be here and to look after my 
affairs, and carest for nothing less than thy safety?’ Then 
Psyche fell on her knees before her, watering her feet with 
her tears, wiping the ground with her hair, and with great 
weeping and many supplications desired pardon, saying: ‘O 
great and holy goddess, I pray thee by thy plenteous and 
liberal right hand, by thy joyful ceremonies of harvest, by 
the secrets of thy baskets, by the flying chariots of the 
dragons thy servants, by the tillage of the ground of Sicily 
which thou hast invented, by the chariot of the ravishing 
god," by the earth that held thy daughter fast, by the dark 
descent to the unillumined marriage of Proserpina, by thy 
diligent inquisition of her and thy bright return, and by 
the other secrets which are concealed within the temple of 
Eleusis in the land of Athens, take pity on me thy servant 
Psyche, and help my miserable soul, and let me hide myself 
a few days amongst these sheaves of corn until the ire of 
so great a goddess be past, or until that I be refreshed of 
my great labour and travail.’ Then answered Ceres: ‘Verily, 
Psyche, I am greatly moved by thy prayers and tears, and 
desire with all my heart to aid thee, but if I should suffer 
thee to be hidden here, I should incur the displeasure of my 
good cousin, with whom I have made a treaty of peace and 
an ancient promise of amity: wherefore I advise thee to 
depart from this my temple, and take it in good part in 
that I do not keep and guard thee as a prisoner here.” 

“Then Psyche driven away, contrary to her hope, was 


ee Eee 


1Pluto, who carried off Proserpina to Hell from the plains of 
Henna, in Sicily. 
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doubly afflicted with sorrow, and so she returned back 
again: and behold, she perceived afar off in a valley a 
temple standing within a glimmering forest, fair and curi- 
ously wrought; and minding to overpass no place whither 
better hope did direct her, although it might be uncertain, 
and to the intent she would desire the pardon of every god, 
she approached nigh to the sacred doors. There she saw 
precious riches and vestments engraven with letters of gold, 
hanging upon branches of trees and the posts of the temple, 
testifying the name of the goddess Juno to whom they were 
dedicated and the reason of their offering. Then she kneeled 
down upon her knees, and embracing the altar (which was 
yet warm) with her hands, and wiping her tears away, began 
to pray in this sort: ‘O dear spouse and sister of the great 
god Jupiter, which art adored among the great temples of 
Samos alone made famous by thy birth, and infant crying, 
and nurture; or worshipped at high and happy Carthage, as 
a maid, being carried through heaven by a lion; or whether 
the rivers of the flood Inachus do celebrate thee, ruling over 
the notable walls of Argos, and know that thou art the 
wife of the great thunderer and the goddess of goddesses: 
all the east part of the world hath thee in veneration as 
Zygia, all the west world calleth thee Lucina: I pray thee 
to be mine advocate and Saviour 1 in my tribulations; de- 
liver me from the great peril which pursueth me, and save 
‘me that am wearied with so long labours and sorrow, for I 
know that it is thou that succourest and helpest such women 
as are with child and in danger.’ Then Juno, hearing the 


1 Psyche appeals to Juno in her threefold aspect: Zygia, as goddess 
of marriage; Lucina, as goddess of childbirth; and Sospita, as Ppro- 


tectress and deliverer. 
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prayers of Psyche, appeared unto her in all the royal dig- 
nity of her godhead, saying: ‘Certes, Psyche, I would gladly 
help thee; but I am ashamed to do anything contrary to the 
will of my daughter-in-law Venus, whom always I have 
loved as mine own child; and moreover I shall incur the 
danger of the law entitled De servo corrufto, whereby I 
am forbidden to retain any servant fugitive against the 
will of his master.’ 

“Then Psyche, terrified at this new shipwreck of for- 
tune, as without all hope of her safety and the recovery of 
her husband, reasoned with herself in this sort: ‘Now what 
comfort or remedy is left to my afflictions, when as my 
prayers will nothing avail with the goddesses, though they 
be willing enough to help me? What shall I do? Whither 
shall I go, that am set about and surrounded with such 
snares? In what cave or darkness shall I hide myself to 
avoid the piercing eyes of Venus? Why do I not take a 
good heart, renouncing my vain hopes, and offer myself 
with humility (though it be late) unto her whose anger I 
have wrought and so try to soften her great fury? What do 
I know whether he whom I seek for so long be not in the 
house of his mother?’ Thus unto a doubtful service, nay 
unto certain destruction, Psyche prepared herself how she 
might make her orison and prayer unto Venus. 

“But Venus, after that she was weary with searching 
over all the earth for Psyche, returned towards heaven and 
commanded that one should prepare the chariot which her 
husband Vulcanus had most curiously shaped and given unto 
her as a marriage gift before that she had first entered the 
bridal chamber; and it was so finely wrought that it had 
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een made the more precious even of the very gold which 
he file had taken away. Four white doves, out of all those 
hat stood sentinel to the chamber of their lady, stepped very 
riskly in front and bowed their rainbow-coloured necks to 
he yoke of precious gems, and when Venus was entered in, 
yore up the chariot with great diligence. After her chariot 
here followed a number of sparrows chirping about, mak- 
ng sign of joy, and all other kind of birds sang very sweetly 
with honeyed notes, foreshewing the coming of the great 
zoddesss: the clouds gave place, the heavens opened and the 
upper air received her joyfully, the birds that followed, 
seing the tuneful choir of Venus, nothing feared the eagles, 
aawks, and other ravenous fowl in the air. Incontinently she 
went unto the royal palace of the god Jupiter, and with 
proud and bold petition demanded the service of Mercury 
the herald in certain of her affairs, whereunto Jupiter con- 
sented, nodding with his azure brow; then with much joy 
she descended from heaven with Mercury, and gave him an 
earnest charge to put in execution her words, saying: ‘O my 
brother, born in Arcadia, thou knowest well that I (who 
am thy sister) did never enterprise to do anything without 
thy presence: thou knowest also how long I have sought for 
a girl that is a-hiding and cannot find her: wherefore there 
resteth nothing else save that thou do publicly pronounce the 
reward to such as take her. See thou put in execution my 
commandment, account the signs by which she may be 
known, and declare that whatsoever he be that retaineth 
her wittingly against my will, he shall not defend himself 
by any mean or excusation.’? And when she had spoken this, 
she delivered unto him a paper wherein was contained the 


132 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


name of Psyche and the residue of his publication; which 
done, she departed away to her lodging. 

“By and by Mercurius, obeying her commands, pro- 
claimed throughout all the world that whatsoever he were 
that could bring back or tell any tidings of a king’s fugitive 
daughter, the servant of Venus, named Psyche, let him bring 
word to Mercury, behind the Murtian temple, and for re- 
ward of his pains he should receive seven sweet kisses of 
Venus and one more sweetly honeyed from the touch of het 
loving tongue. After that Mercury had pronounced these 
things, every man was inflamed with desire of so great a 
guerdon to search her out, and this was the cause that put 
away all doubt from Psyche, who was all but come in sight 
of the house of Venus: but one of her servants called Cus- 
tom came out, who, espying Psyche, cried with a loud 
voice: “O wicked harlot as thou art, now at length thou 
shalt know that thou hast a mistress above thee; what, be- 
side all thy other bold carriage, dost thou make thyself 
ignorant, as if thou didest not understand what travail we 
have taken in searching for thee? I am glad that thou art 
come into my hands, thou art now in the claws of Hell, and 
shalt abide the pain and punishment of thy great con- 
tumacy’; and therewithal she seized her by the hair, and 
brought her before the presence of Venus. 

“When Venus espied her brought into her presence, she 
began to laugh loudly, as angry persons accustom to do, and 
she shaked her head and scratched her right ear,’ saying: 
‘Have you now deigned at length to visit your mother? 


ee ee eee 
1Pliny, Natural History, xi. 45° “Behind the right ear likewise is 
the proper place of Nemesis.” 
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Or perchance visit your husband, that is in danger of death 
by your means? Be you assured I will handle you like a 
daughter; where be my maidens Sorrow and Sadness?’ To 
whom, when they came, she delivered Psyche to be cruelly 
tormented. They fulfilled the commandment of their mis- 
tress, and after they had piteously scourged her with whips 
and had otherwise tormented her, they presented her again 
before Venus. Then she began to laugh again, saying: ‘Be- 
hold, she thinketh that by reason of her great belly, which 
she hath gotten by playing the whore, to move me to pity, 
and to make me a happy grandmother to her noble child. 
Am not I happy, that in the flourishing time of all mine age 
shall be called a grandmother, and the son of a vile harlot 
shall be accounted the grandson of Venus? Howbeit I am 
a fool to term him by the name of a son, since as the mar- 
riage was made between unequal persons, in no town, 
without witnesses, and not by the consent of their parents, 
therefore the marriage is illegitimate, and the child (that 
shall be born) a bastard, if indeed we fortune to suffer thee 
to live till thou be delivered.’ 

| “When Venus had spoken these words, she leaped upon 
poor Psyche, and (tearing everywhere her apparel) took her 
violently by the hair, and dashed her head upon the ground. 
Then she took a great quantity of wheat, barley, millet, 
poppy-seed, pease, lentils, and beans, and mingled them all 
together on a heap, saying: “Thou art so evil-favoured, girl, 
that thou seemest unable to get the grace of thy lovers by 
no other means, but only by diligent and painful service: 
wherefore I will prove what thou canst do; see that thou” 
separate all these grains one from another, disposing them 
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orderly in their quality, and let it be done to my content 
before night.’ When she had appointed this heap of seeds 
unto Psyche, she departed to a great banquet for a marriage 
that was prepared that day. But Psyche went not about to 
dissever the grain (as being a thing impossible to be brought 
to pass, by reason it lay so confusedly scattered) but being 
astonied at the cruel commandment of Venus, sat still and 
said nothing. Then the little pismire the ant, that dwelleth 
in the fields, knowing and taking pity of the great difficulty 
and labour of the consort of so great a god, and cursing the 
cruelness of so evil a mother, ran about nimbly hither and 
thither, and called to her all the ants of the country, say- 
ing: “I pray you, my friends, ye quick daughters of the 
ground the mother of all things, take mercy on this poor 
maid espoused to Cupid, who is in great danger of her per- 
son; I pray you help her with all diligence.” Incontinently 
they came, the hosts of six-footed creatures one after an- 
other in waves, separating and dividing the grain, and after 
that they had put each kind of corn in order, they ran away 
again in all haste from her sight. 

“When night came, Venus returned home from the 
banquet well tippled with wine, smelling of balm, and all 
her body crowned with garlands of roses, who when she 
espied with what great diligence the work was done, began 
to say: “This is not the labour of thy hands, vile quean, but 
rather of his that is amorous of thee to thy hurt and his.’ 
Then she gave her a morsel of brown bread, and went to 
sleep. In the mean season Cupid was closed fast in the most 
surest chamber of the house, partly because he should not 
hurt himself the more with wanton dalliance, and partly 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 135 


yecause he should not speak with his love. So was the night 
yitterly passed by these two lovers divided one from another 
yeneath the same roof. But when Aurora was driving in 
through the morning sky, Venus called Psyche, and said: 
Seest thou yonder forest that extendeth out in length with 
the river-banks, the bushes whereof look close down upon 
the stream hard by? There be great sheep shining like gold, 
and kept by no manner of person; I command thee that 
thou go thither and bring me home some of the wool of 
their fleeces.’ 

“Psyche arose willingly, not to do her commandment, 
but to throw herself headlong into the water to end her 
sorrow. But then a green reed, nurse of sweet music, 1n- 
spired by divine inspiration with a gracious tune and melody, 
began to say: ‘O Psyche, harried by these great labours, I 
pray thee not to trouble or pollute my holy water by thy 
wretched death, and yet beware that thou go not towards the 
terrible wild sheep of this coast until such time as the heat 
of the sun be past; for when the sun is in his force, then 
seem they most dreadful and furious with their sharp horns, 
their stony foreheads, and their poisonous bites wherewith 
they arm themselves to the destruction of mankind: but 
until the midday is past and the heat assuaged, and until the 
flock doth begin to rest in the gentle breeze of the river, 
‘thou mayest hide thyself here by me under this great plane- 
‘tree, which drinks of the river as I do also, and as soon as 
their great fury is past and their passion is stilled, thou may- 
est go among the thickets and bushes under the wood-side 
and gather the locks of their golden fleeces which thou 
‘shalt find hanging upon the briars.’ Thus spake the gentle 
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and benign reed, shewing a mean to most wretched Psyche 
to save her life, which she bare well in memory, and with 
all diligence went and gathered up such locks as she found 
and put them in her apron and carried them home to Venus: 
howbeit the danger of this second labour did not please her, 
nor give her sufficient witness of the good service of Psyche, 
but twisting her brows with a sour resemblance of laughter, 
she said: ‘Of a certainty I know that another is the author 
of this thy deed, but I will prove if thou be truly of so 
stout a courage and singular prudence as thou seemest. Seest 
thou the high rock that overhangs the top of yonder great 
hill, from whence there runneth down water of black and 
deadly colour which is gathered together in the valley hard 
by and thence nourisheth the marshes of Styx and the hoarse 
torrent of Cocytus? I charge thee to go thither and bring 
me a vessel of that freezing water from the middest flow 
of the top of that spring’: wherewithal she gave her a bottle 
of carven crystal, menacing and threatening her more rigor- 
ously than before. 

“Then poor Psyche went in all haste to the top of the 
mountain, rather to end her wretched life than to fetch any 
water, and when she was come up to the ridge of the hill, 
she perceived that it was very deadly and impossible to bring 
it to pass, for she saw a great rock, very high and not to be 
approached by reason that it was exceeding rugged and slip- 
pery, gushing out most horrible fountains of waters, which, 
bursting forth from a cavernous mouth that sloped down- 
wards, ran below and fell through a close and covered 
watercourse which they had digged out, by many stops and 
passages, into the valley beneath. On each side she saw great 
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_ dragons creeping upon the hollow rocks and stretching out 
their long and bloody necks, with eyes that never slept de- 
voted to watchfulness, their pupils always awake to the 
unfailing light, which were appointed to keep the river 
__ there: the very waters protected themselves with voices, for 
they seemed to themselves likewise saying: ‘Away, away, 
what wilt thou do? Fly, fly, or else thou wilt be slain.” Then 
Psyche (seeing the impossibility of this affair) stood still as 
though she were transformed into stone, and although she 
was present in body, yet was she absent in spirit and sense, 
overcome by reason of the great and inevitable peril which 
she saw, in so much that she could not even comfort herself 
with weeping. Yet the sorrow of this innocent escaped not 
the watchful eyes of good Providence, and the royal bird 
of great Jupiter, the eagle, swept down on wings stretched 
out, remembering his old service which he had done, when 
by the leading of Cupid he brought up the Phrygian boy 
to the heavens, to be made the butler of Jupiter, and mind- 
ing to shew the like service in the person of the wife of 
Cupid, and came from the high house of the skies, and 
flying past the girl’s face said unto Psyche: ‘O simple 
woman, without all experience of such things, dost thou 
think to get or dip up any drop of this dreadful water? No, 
“no, assure thyself thou art never able to come nigh it, for 
the gods themselves, and even very Jupiter, do greatly fear 
- s0 much as to name those waters of Styx; what, have you 
not heard that as it is a custom among men to swear by 
the puissance of the gods, so the gods do swear by the majesty 
of the river Styx? But give me thy bottle’: and suddenly he 
took it and held it, and hastened on the poise of his beating 
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wings betwixt the ravening teeth and terrible darting 
tongues of the dragons by right and by left, and filled it 
with the water of the river which yet came willingly that 
he might depart unharmed: for he feigned that he sought 
it by the command of Venus, and so was his coming made 
somewhat more easy. Then Psyche, being very joyful 
thereof, took the full bottle and quickly presented it to 
Venus. Nor would the furious goddess even yet be ap- 
peased, but menacing more and more, and smiling most 
cruelly, said: ‘What? Thou seemest unto me a very witch 
and a most deep enchantress, thou hast so nimbly obeyed 
my commands. Howbeit thou shalt do one thing more, my 
Poppet; take this box and go to Hell and the deadly house 
of Orcus, and desire Proserpina to send me a little of her 
beauty, as much as will serve me the space of one day, and 
say that such as I had is consumed away in tending my 
son that is sick: but return again quickly, for I must dress 
myself therewithal, and go to the theatre of the gods.’ 
“Then the poor Psyche clearly perceived the end of all 
her fortune, seeing that all pretence was thrown off, and 
manifestly she was being driven to present destruction; and 
not without cause, as she was compelled to go upon her 
own feet to the gulf and furies of Hell. Wherefore with- 
out any further delay, she went up to a high tower to throw 
herself down headlong (thinking that it was the next and 
readiest way to Hell): but the tower (as inspired) spake 
suddenly unto her, saying: ‘O poor wretch, why goest thou 
about to slay thyself? Why dost thou rashly yield unto thy 
last peril and danger? Know thou that if thy spirit be once 
separate from thy body thou shalt surely go to Hell, but 
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never to return again; wherefore hearken to me. Lacedae- 
mon, a city of Greece, is not far hence: go thou thither and 
enquire for Taenarus, which is hidden in waste places, 
whereas thou shalt find a hole, the breathing-place of Hell, 


-and through the open gate is seen a pathless way: hereby if 


thou enter across that threshold, thou shalt come by a straight 
passage even to the palace of Pluto. But take heed that thou 
go not with empty hands through that place of darkness: 
but carry two sops sodden in the flour of barley and honey 
in thy hands, and two halfpence in thy mouth; and when 
thou hast passed a good part of that deadly way thou shalt 
see a lame ass carrying of wood, and a lame fellow driving 
him, who will desire thee to give him up certain sticks that 


- fall down from his burden, but pass thou on silently and do 


nothing. By and by thou shalt come unto the dead river, 


whereas Charon is ferryman, who will first have his fare 


paid him before he will carry the souls over the river in 
his patched boat. Hereby you may see that avarice reigneth 


even amongst the dead; neither Charon nor Pluto will do 


anything for nought: for if it be a poor man that is near to 


_ die, and lacketh money in his hand, none will allow him to 


give up the ghost. Wherefore deliver to the foul old man 
one of the halfpence which thou bearest for thy passage, but 
make him receive it with his own hand out of thy mouth. 


“And it shall come to pass as thou sittest in the boat, thou 
shalt see an old man swimming on the top of the river 
holding up his deadly hands, and desiring thee to receive 


him into the bark; but have no regard to his piteous cry, for 


- st is not lawful to do so. When thou art past over the flood 


thou shalt espy certain old women weaving who will desire 
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thee to help them, but beware thou do not consent unto 
them in any case, for these and like baits and traps will 
Venus set, to make thee let fall but one of thy sops: and 
think not that the keeping of thy sops is a light matter, for 
if thou lose one of them thou shalt be assured never to 
return again to this world. For there is a great and mar- 
vellous dog with three heads, huge and horrid, barking con- 
tinually at the souls of such as enter in, to frighten them 
with vain fear, by reason he can now do them no harm; he 
lieth day and night before the gate of Proserpina, and 
keepeth the desolate house of Pluto with great diligence: to 
whom, if thou cast one of thy sops, thou mayest have access 
to Proserpina without all danger: she will make thee good 
cheer, and bid thee sit soft, and entertain thee with delicate 
meat and drink, but sit thou upon the ground and desire 
brown bread and eat it, and then declare thy message unto 
her, and when thou hast received what she giveth, in thy 
return appease the rage of the dog with the other sop, and 
give thy other halfpenny to covetous Charon, and crossing 
his river come the same way again as thou wentest in to the 
upper world of the heavenly stars: but above all things have 
a regard that thou look not in the box, neither be not too 
curious about the treasure of the divine beauty.’ 

“In this manner the high tower prophetically spake unto 
Psyche, and advertised her what she should do: and im- 
mediately she took two halfpence, two sops, and all things 
necessary and went unto Taenarus to go towards Hell, and 
thence passing down in silence by the lame ass, she paid her 
halfpenny for passage, neglected the desire of the dead old 
man in the river, denied to help the wily prayers of the 
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Women weaving, and filled the ravenous mouth of the dog 
with a sop, and came to the chamber of Proserpina. There 
Psyche would not sit in any royal seat, nor eat any delicate 
meats, but sitting lowly at the feet of Proserpina, only con- 
tented with coarse bread, declared the message of Venus, 
and after she had received a mystical secret in the box she 
departed, and stopped the mouth of the dog with the other 
sop, and paid the boatman the other halfpenny. Then re- 
turning more nimbly than before from Hell, and wor- 
shipping the white light of day, though she was much in 
haste to come to the end of her task, she was ravished with 
great desire, saying: ‘Am not I a fool, that knowing that I 
carry here the divine beauty, will not take a little thereof 
to garnish my face, to please my lover withal?’? And by and 
by she opened the box, where she could perceive no beauty 
nor anything else, save only an infernal and deadly sleep, 
which immediately invaded all her members as soon as the 
box was uncovered, covering her with its dense cloud in 
such sort that she fell down on the ground, and lay there in 
her very steps on that same path as a sleeping corpse. But 
Cupid being now healed of his wound and malady, not able 
to endure the long absence of Psyche, got him secretly out at 
a high window of the chamber where he was enclosed, and 
(his wings refreshed by a little repose) took his flight to- 
wards his loving wife; whom when he had found, he wiped 
away the sleep from her face, and put it again into the 
box, and awaked her with an harmless prick of the tip of 
“one of his arrows, saying: ‘O wretched captive, behold thou 
wert well nigh perished again with thy overmuch curiosity ; 
well, go thou, and do bravely thy message to my mother, 
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and in the mean season I will provide all things accord 
ingly’; wherewithal he took his flight into the air, ant 
Psyche brought to Venus the present of Proserpina. 

“Now Cupid being more and more in love with Psyche 
and fearing the sudden austerity of his mother, returnes 
again to his tricks, and did pierce on swift wings into th 
heavens, and arrived before Jupiter to declare his cause 
then Jupiter after that he had eftsoons embraced his dea 
face and kissed his hand, began to say in this manner: “C 
my lord and son, although thou hast not given due rever 
ence and honour unto me as thou oughtest to do, but has 
rather soiled and wounded this my breast (whereby the law 
and order of the elements and planets be disposed) witl 
continual assaults of terrene luxury and against all laws 
yea even the Julian * law, and the utility of the public weal 
hurting my fame and name by wicked adulteries, and trans 
forming my divine beauty into serpents, fire, savage beasts 
birds, and bulls.” Howbeit remembering my modesty, an 
that I have nourished thee with mine own proper hands, | 
will do and accomplish all thy desire. But still thou shouldes 


1 The law of Augustus against adultery. See the commentators o 
Juvenal, m. 37. 
? The various forms assumed by Jupiter in his love-affairs wit 
earthly women. Cf. Ovid, Metamorphoses, 11. 103: 
“The Lydian maiden in her web did portray to the full 
How Europe was by royal Jove beguiled in shape of Bull... . 
She portrayed also there 
Asterie struggling with an Eme which did away her bear. 
And over Leda she had made a Swan his wings to splay. 
She added also how by Jove in shape of Satyr gay 
The fair Antiope with a pair of children was besped. . . . 
And now he also came 
To Danae like a shower of gold, to Aegine like a flame, 
A shepherd to Mnemosyne, and like a Serpent sly 
To Prosperpine.” 
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beware of spiteful and envious persons, and if there be any 
excellent maiden of comely beauty in the world, remember 
yet the benefit which I shall shew unto thee, by recompense 
of her love towards me again.’ 

“When he had spoken these words, he commanded Mer- 
cury to call all the gods to counsel, and if any of the celestial 
powers did fail of appearance, he should be condemned in 
ten thousand pounds: which sentence was such a terror unto 
all the gods, that the high theatre was replenished with them, 
and Jupiter began to speak in this sort: ‘O ye Gods, regis- 
tered in the books of the Muses, you all doubtless know this 
young man Cupid, whom IJ have nourished with mine own 
hand, whose raging flames of his first youth I have thought 
best to bridle and restrain. It sufficeth in that he is defamed 
in every place for his adulterous living and all manner of 
vice; wherefore all such occasion ought to be taken away 
and his boyish wantonness tied up in the bonds of marriage; 
he hath chosen a maiden that favoureth him well, and hath 
bereaved her of her virginity; let him have her still and 
possess her, and in the embrace of Psyche take his own 
pleasure.’ Then he turned unto Venus, and said: ‘And you, 
my daughter, take you no care, neither fear the dishonour of 


your progeny and estate, neither have regard in that it is 


a mortal marriage, for I will see to it that this marriage be 


not unequal, but just, lawful, and legitimate by the law 


civil.” Incontinently after, Jupiter commanded Mercury to 
bring up Psyche into the palace of heaven. And then he took 


a pot of immortality, and said: ‘Hold, Psyche, and drink 
to the end thou mayest be immortal, and that Cupid may 


never depart from thee, but be thine everlasting husband.’ 
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“By and by the great banquet and marriage feast was 
sumptuously prepared. Cupid sat down in the uppermost seat 
with his dear spouse between his arms: Juno likewise with 
Jupiter and all the other gods in order: Ganymede, the 
rustic boy, his own butler, filled the pot of Jupiter, and 
Bacchus served the rest: their drink was nectar, the wine of 
the gods. Vulcanus prepared supper, the Hours decked up the 
house with roses and other sweet flowers, the Graces threw 
about balm, the Muses sang with sweet harmony, Apollo 
turned pleasantly to the harp, fair Venus danced finely to the 
music, and the entertainment was so ordained that while the 
Muses sang in quire, Satyrus and Paniscus played on their 
pipes: and thus Psyche was married to Cupid, and after in due 
time she was delivered of a child, whom we call Pleasure.” 


This the trifling and drunken old woman declared to the 
captive maiden, but I, poor ass, not standing far off, was not 
a little sorry in that I lacked pen and book to write so worthy 
a tale; when by and by the thieves came home laden with 
treasure, and many of them which were of strongest cour- 
age being wounded: then (leaving behind such as were 
lame and hurt to heal and air themselves) said they would 
return back again to fetch the rest of their pillage which 
they had hidden in a certain cave. So they snatched up their 
dinner greedily, and brought forth me and my horse into 
the way to carry those goods, and beat us before them with 
staves, and about night (after that we were weary by pass- 
ing over many hills and dales) we came to a great cave, 
where they laded us with mighty burdens, and would not 
suffer us to refresh ourselves any season, but brought us 
again in our way, and hied very fast homeward; and what 
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with their haste and cruel stripes wherewith they did be- 


labour and drive me, I fell down upon a stone by the 


highway side. Then they beat me pitifully in lifting me 
up, hurting my right thigh and my left hoof, and one of 
them said: “How long shall we continue to feed this evil- 
favoured ass that is now also lame?” Another said: “Since 
the time we had him first he never did any good, and I 
think he came into our house with evil luck; for we have 
had great wounds since, and loss of our valiant captains.” 


- Another said: “As soon as he has brought unwillingly home 


his burden, I will surely throw him out upon the mountain 


to be a prey for vultures.” 


While these gentle men reasoned together of my death, 
we fortuned to come home, for the fear that I was in 
caused my feet to turn into wings. After that we were 
discharged of our burdens, they took no account of our needs, 
nor even of my slaying; they fetched their fellows that lay 


wounded, and returned again to bring the rest of the 
things, by reason (as they said) of our great tardiness and 


slowness by the way. Then was I brought into no small 
anguish, when I perceived my death prepared before my 
face, and I communed with myself: “Why standest thou 


still, Lucius? Why dost thou look for thy death? Knowest 
thou not that the thieves have cruelly ordained to slay thee, 
and they shall find it easy enough? Seest thou not these 
sharp precipices and pointed flints which shall bruise and 


tear thee in pieces or ever thou comest to the bottom of 


them? Thy gentle magician hath not only given thee the 


shape and travail of an ass, but also a skin so soft and tender 


as it were of a leech. Why dost thou not take a man’s 
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courage and run away to save thy life? Now hast thou the 
best occasion of flight while the thieves are from home. 
Art thou afraid of the old woman, which is more than half 
dead, whom with a stripe of thy heel, though lame, thou 
mayest easily dispatch? But whither shall I fly? What lodg- 
ing shall I seek? Behold an assy cogitation of mine; for 
who is he that passes by the way and will not gladly take 
up a beast to carry him?” 

Then while I devised these things, I broke suddenly the 
halter wherewith I was tied, and ran away with all my four 
feet *: howbeit I could not escape the kite’s eyes of the old 
woman, for when she saw me loose she ran after me, and 
with more audacity than becometh her kind and age, caught 
me by the halter and thought to pull me home; but I, not 
forgetting the cruel purposes of the thieves, was moved. 
with small pity, for I kicked her with my hinder heels to 
the ground. I had well nigh slain her, who (although she 
were thrown and hurled down) yet held still the halter 
and would not let me go, but was for some time dragged: 
along the ground by me in my flight. Then she cried with 
a loud voice and called for succour of some stronger hand, 
but she little prevailed because there was no person to bring 
her help, save only the captive gentlewoman, who, hearing the 
voice of the old woman, came out to see what the matter 
was and perceived a scene worth telling, a new Dirce 
hanging, not to a bull, but to an ass. Then she took a good. 
courage and performed a deed worthy of a man: she 


aa | 
1 Quadripedi cursu seems to be a phrase for galloping, as in modern 
Greek ord réocepa. 

? Dirce was killed by being tied by her hair to a wild bull in revenge 
for her similar cruelty to her rival Antiope. 
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wrested the halter out of her hands, and (entreating me 
with gentle words) stopped me in my flight and got upon 
my back and drove me to my running again. Then I began 
to run, both that I might escape and to save the maiden, 
and she gently kicked me forward, in so much that beneath 
her frequent urging I seemed to scour away like a horse, 
galloping with my four feet upon the ground. And when 
the gentlewoman did speak I would answer her with my 
braying, and oftentimes (under colour to rub my back) I 
would turn back my neck and sweetly kiss her tender feet. 

Then she, fetching a sigh from the bottom of her heart, 
lifted up her eyes unto the heavens, saying: “O sovereign 
gods, deliver me, if it be your pleasure, from these present 
dangers; and thou, cruel fortune, cease thy wrath; let the 
sorrow suffice thee which I have already sustained. And 
thou, little ass, that art the occasion of my safety and 
liberty, if thou canst once render me safe and sound to my 
parents, and to that comely one that so greatly desireth to 
have me to his wife, thou shalt see what thanks I will give 
thee, with what honour I will reward thee, and how I will 
feed thee First I will finely comb thy mane and adorn it 
with my maiden necklaces, and then I will gravely dress the 
hair of thy forehead, and tie up thy rugged tail trimly, 
whose bristles are now ragged and matted by want of care: 
T will deck thee round about with golden trappings and tas- 
sels, in such sort that thou shalt glitter like the stars of the 
sky, and shalt go in triumph amid the applause of the people: 
v0 will bring thee every day in my silken apron the kernels of 
‘nuts, and will pamper thee up with dainty delights; I will set 
‘store by thee, as by one that is the preserver of my life. Fin- 
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ally, thou shalt lack no manner of thing, and amongst thy 
glorious fare, thy great ease, and the bliss of thy life, thou 
shalt not be destitute of dignity, for thou shalt be chronicled 
perpetually in memory of my present fortune, and the 
providence divine. All the whole history of this our present 
flight shall be painted upon the wall of our house: thou shale 
be renowned throughout all the world, and this tale (though 
rude) shall be registered in the books of doctors, how an ass 
saved the life of a young maiden, a princess, that was a cap- 
tive amongst thieves. Thou shalt be numbered amongst the 
ancient miracles: we shall believe by the example of this 
truth that Phrixus saved himself from drowning upon a 
ram, Arion escaped upon a dolphin, and that Europa rode 
upon a bull. If Jupiter transformed himself into a lowing 
bull, why may it not be that under shape of this ass is hidden 
the figure of a man, or some power divine?” 

While that the virgin did thus mix sorrowful sighs with 
her hopes and prayers we fortuned to come to a place where 
three ways did meet, and she took me by the halter and 
would have me turn on the right hand to her father’s house, 
but I (knowing that the thieves were gone that way to fetch 
the residue of their pillage) resisted with my head as much 
as I might, saying within myself: “What wilt thou do, un- 
happy maiden? Why wouldst thou go so willingly to Hell?! 
Why wilt thou run into destruction in despite of my feet?! 
Why dost thou seek thine own harm and mine likewise?” 
And while we two strove together like men striving at law 
about the division of land, or rather about some right of 
way, the thieves returned laden with their prey, and per- 
ceived us afar off by the light of the moon: and after they 


i} 
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had known us they laughed despitefully, and one of them 
began to say: “Whither go you so hastily? Be you not afraid 
of spirits and ghosts of the night? And you (you harlot) do 
you go to see your parents? Come on, we will bear you com- 
pany for safety’s sake and shew you the way to your par- 
ents.” And therewithal one took me by the halter and drove 
me back again, beating me cruelly with a great staff that he 
had, full of knobs; then I returning against my will to my 
ready destruction, and remembering the grief of my hoof, 
began to shake my head and to wax lame, but he that led me 
by the halter said: “What, dost thou stumble? Canst thou 
not go? These rotten feet of thine can run well enough, but 
they cannot walk; thou couldst mince it finely even now 
with the gentlewoman, so that thou didst seem to pass the 
horse Pegasus in swiftness.” In jesting and saying these 
kindly words they beat me again with a great staff, and 
when we were come almost home we saw the old woman 
hanging by a noose upon a bough of a cypress-tree; then one 
of them cut her down where she hanged, together with her 
rope, and cast her into the bottom of a great ditch. After 
this they bound the maiden in chains and fell greedily to 
their victuals which the miserable old woman had provided 
for them to eat after she was dead. 

Now while they devoured all very gluttonously they be- 
gan to devise with themselves of our death and how they 
might be revenged. Divers were the opinions of this divers 
number, such as might well be in a turbulent company: the 
first said that he thought best the maid should be burned 
alive; the second said she should be thrown out to wild 
beasts; the third said she should be hanged upon a gibbet; 
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the fourth said she should be flayed alive with tortures: 
certainly was the death of the poor maiden decided by the 
vote of them all. But one of the thieves did make them all 
to be silent, and then very quietly speak in this manner: “It 
is not convenient unto the oath of our company, nor to the 
clemency of each person, nor indeed to my own gentleness, 
to suffer you to wax more cruel than the quality of the of- 
fence doth merit; for I would that she should not be 
hanged, nor burned, nor thrown to wild beasts, nor even: 
that she die any sudden death; but hearken to my counsel, 
and grant her life, but life according to her desert. You 
know well that you have determined already of this dull. 
ass, that always eateth more than he is worth, and now who: 
feigneth lameness, and that was the cause and helper of the: 
flying away of the maid. My mind is that he shall be slain: 
to-morrow, and when all the guts and entrails of his body: 
are taken out let the maid, whom he hath preferred to us, 
be stript and sewn into his belly, so that only her head be: 
without, but the rest of her body be enclosed within the 
beast. Then let us lay this stuffed ass upon a great stone: 
against the broiling heat of the sun; so they shall both sus-. 
tain all the punishments which you have ordained: for first: 
the ass shall be slain as he hath deserved; and she shall have: 
her members torn and gnawed with wild beasts, when she is: 
bitten and rent with worms; she shall endure the pain of the: 
fire, when the broiling heat of the sun shall scorch and! 
parch the belly of the ass; she shall abide the gallows, when) 
the dogs and vultures shall drag out her innermost bowels. 

I pray you number all the torments which she shall suffer: 

first, she shall dwell alive within the paunch of the ass; 
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secondly, her nostrils shall receive the carrion stink of the 
beast; thirdly, she shall die for heat and hunger, and she 
shall find no means to rid herself from her pains by slaying 
herself, for her hands shall be sewn up within the skin of 
the ass.” This being said, all the thieves consented not by 
their votes? only, but with their whole hearts to the sen- 
tence; and when I (poor ass) heard with my great ears and 
understood all their device I did nothing else save bewail 
and lament my dead carcass, which should be handled in 
such sort on the next morrow. 


ss |. A se cars 
1 Lit. “by the feet”—a technical term taken from the voting- 
lobbies of the Senate. 


BOOK VII 


As soon as the day shone bright and night was past, and 
the clear chariot of the sun had spread his bright beams on 
every coast, came one of the company of the thieves (for se 
his and their greeting did declare); who at his first entry 
into the cave (after he had breathed himself and was able 
to speak) told these tidings unto his companions in this sort: 
“Sirs, as touching the house of Milo of Hypata, which we 
forcibly entered and ransacked the last day, we may put 
away all fear, and doubt nothing at all; for after that you 
by force and arms had spoiled and taken away all things in 
the house, and returned hither unto our cave, I (thrusting 
in amongst the press of the people and shewing myself as 
though I were sad and sorrowful for the mischance) con- 
sulted with them for the bolting out of the matter, whether 
and how far they would devise for the apprehension of the 
thieves, to the intent I might learn and see all that was done 
to make relation thtreof unto you, as you willed me. The 
whole fact at length by manifest and evident proofs, as 
also by the common opinion and judgement of all the peo-- 
ple, was laid to one Lucius’ charge, as manifest author of 
this committed robbery, who, a few days before, by false | 
and forged letters and coloured honesty, had feigned him-— 


self to be a true man and had gotten himself so far in fa- 
152 
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vour with this Milo that he entertained him into his house 
and received him as chief of his familiar friends; which 
Lucius, after that he had sojourned there a good space, and 
won the heart of Milo’s maid by feigned love, did thor- 
oughly learn the ways and doors of all the house, and curi- 
ously viewed the coffers and chests, wherein was laid the 
whole substance of Milo. Neither was there small cause to 
judge him culpable, since as the very same night as this rob- 
bery was done, he fled away, and could be found in no place, 
and to the intent he might clean escape and better prevent 
such as made hue and cry after him, he took his white 
horse and galloped away. After this his servant was found 
in the house, who was taken as able to give an information 
of the felony and escape of his master, and was committed 
to the common gaol, and the next day following was cruelly 
scourged and tormented till he was well nigh dead, but he 
would confess nothing of the matter; and when they could 
wrest or learn no such thing of him, yet sent they many per- 
sons after towards Lucius’ country to enquire him out, and 
so take him prisoner to pay the punishment of that his 
crime.” 

As he declared these things, I did greatly lament with 
myself to think of mine old and pristine estate, and what 
felicity I was sometimes in, in comparison to the misery that 
I presently sustained, being changed into a miserable ass. 
‘Then had I no small occasion to remember how the old and 
ancient writers did feign and affirm that fortune was stark 
blind and without eyes, because she always bestoweth her 
riches upon evil persons and fools, and chooseth and fa- 
youreth no mortal person by judgement, but is always con- 
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versant especially with such whom if she could see, she 
would more shun and forsake; yea, and which is worse, she 
soweth such diverse or rather contrary opinions in men, that 
the wicked do glory with the name of good, and contrary 
the good and innocent be detracted and slandered as evil. 
Furthermore I, who by her great cruelty was turned into a 
four-footed ass in most vile and abject manner, yea, and 
whose estate seemed worthy to be lamented and pitied of the 
most hard and stony hearts, was accused of theft and rob- 
bing of my dear host Milo. This villainy might rather be: 
called parricide than theft, yet might I not defend mine 
own cause, or deny the fact by any one word, by reason I 
could not speak; howbeit lest my conscience should seem to 
accuse me of so base a crime by reason of silence, and again! 
being enforced by impatience, I endeavoured to speak, and 
fain would have said: “Never did I do that deed.” And! 
verily the first word, “Never,” I cried out once or twice 
somewhat handsomely, but the residue I could in no wise: 
pronounce, but still remaining in one voice cried “Never, 
never, never,” though I settled my hanging lips as round as: 
I could to speak the rest of it. But why should I further: 
complain of the cruelty of fortune, since she was not much 
ashamed to make me a fellow-slave and partner with my 
servant and my own horse? 

While I pondered tempestuously with myself all these. 
things, a greater care came to my remembrance, touching 
the death which the thieves had devised for me to be an 
offering to the ghost of the maiden, and still as I looked 
down to my belly, I thought of the poor gentlewoman that. 
should be closed within me. Then the thief which a little. 
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before had brought the false news against me, drew out of 
the skirt of his coat a thousand gold crowns, which he had 
rifled away from such as he met, and cast it very honestly, as 
he said, into the common treasury. Then he carefully en- 
quired how the residue of his companions did, and to him it 
was declared that the most valiant were murdered and slain 
in divers manners, but very bravely; whereupon he persuaded 
them to remit all their affairs a certain season, leaving the 
highways in peace, and to seek for other fellows to be in 
their places, that by the exercise of new lads the terror of 
their martial band might be brought again to the old num- 
ber; and he assured them that such as were unwilling might 
be compelled by menaces and threatenings, and such as were 
willing might be encouraged forward with reward: further, 
he said that there were some which (seeing the profit which 
‘they had) would forsake their base and servile estate and 
rather be contented to live like tyrants amongst them. More- 
over, he declared that for his part he had spoken with a cer- 
‘tain tall man, a valiant companion, but of young age, stout 
in body, and courageous in fight, whom he had advised and 
at last fully persuaded to exercise his idle hands, dull with 
long slothfulness, to his greater profit, and, while he might, 
to receive the bliss of better fortune, and not to hold out his 
sturdy arms to beg for a penny, but rather to take as much 
gold and silver as he would. Then every one consented that 
he that seemed so worthy to be their companion should be 
one of their company, and that they would search for others 
‘to make up the residue of the number: whereupon he went 
out, and by and by returning again brought in a tall young 
_ man, as he promised, to whom none of the residue might be 
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compared, for he was higher than they by the head, and of 
more bigness in body, though the down of his beard had but 
now begun to spread over his cheeks; but he was poorly 
' apparelled with rags of divers clothes sewn j]] together, in 
so much that you might see all his breast and strong belly 
naked. 

As soon as he was entered in, he said: “God speed ye, sol- 
diers of Mars, and my faithful companions, I pray you 
make me welcome as one of your band, and I will ensure 
you that you shall have a man of singular courage and lively 
audacity, for I had rather receive wounds upon my body 
than money or gold in my hands; and as for death (which 
other men do fear) I care nothing at all for it. Yet think 
you not that I am an abject or a beggar, neither judge you 
‘ my virtue and prowess by my ragged clothes, for I have 
been a captain of a great company, and wasted all the coun-. 
try of Macedonia; I am the renowned thief Haemus the 
Thracian, whose name whole countries and nations do 
greatly fear: I am the son of Theron the notable thief, 
nourished with human blood, brought up amongst the stout- 
est of such a band, and finally I am inheritor and follower 
of my father’s virtues. Yet I lost in a short time all my an- 
cient company and all my riches by one assault which I 
made, to my hurt, upon a factor of the Prince, which some- 
time had received a wage of two hundred pounds, but then 
had been cast down from his rank by fortune. Hearken, and 
I will tell you the whole matter in order, 

“There was a certain man in the Court of the Emperor 
which had many offices and high renown, and in great fa- 
vour with the Prince himself, who at last by the envy and 
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cunning of divers persons was banished away and compelled 


to forsake the Court: but his wife Plotina, a woman of rare 
faith and singular shamefastness, having borne ten children 


to her husband to be the foundation of his house, despised 
all worldly pomp and delicacy of living in cities, and de- 
termined to follow her husband, and to be a partaker of all 
his perils and dangers: wherefore she cut off her hair, dis- 


_ guised herself like a man, and sewed into her girdle much 


jewellery and treasure, passing through the hands of the 
soldiers that guarded him and the naked swords without any 
fear; whereby she shared all his dangers and endured many 
miseries with the spirit of a man, not of a woman, and was 
partaker of much affliction to save the life of her husband. 


_ And when they had escaped many perilous dangers as well by 


land as by sea, they went towards Zacynthus to continue 


there for a time according as fortune had appointed. But 


_ when they arrived on the seacoast of Actium (where we in 


our return from Macedonia were roving about) when deep 


night was come they turned into a house, not far distant 


from the shore and their ship, where they lay all night to 


escape the tossing of the waves. Then we entered in and 


took away all their substance, but verily we were in great 
danger, for the good matron, perceiving us incontinently by 
the noise of the gate, went into the chamber, and aroused all 
by her cries, calling up soldiers and servants, every man by 
his. name, and likewise the neighbours that dwelt round 
about; and it was but by reason of the fear that every one 


was in, each one hiding himself, that we hardly escaped 


away. But this most holy woman, faithful and true to her 
husband (as the truth must be declared) and a favourite of 
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all for her great worth, returned to Caesar desiring his aid 
and puissance, and obtained for her husband his soon return 
and vengeance for the injury done to him. Then willed 
Caesar that the company of Haemus should not any longer 
be, and straightway it went to wrack: so great was the au- 
thority and word of the Prince. Howbeit when all my band 
was lost and cut up by search of the Emperor’s army, I only 
stole away and hardly delivered myself from the very jaws 
of death, in this manner: I clothed myself in a woman’s 
gaudy attire, that flowed into loose and free folds, covering 
my head with a woven cap, and placing the white and thin 
shoes of women upon my feet: and thus hidden and changed 
into the similitude of the worser sex, and mounted upon an 
ass that carried barley sheaves, passing through the middle 
of them all, I escaped away, because every one deemed I 
was a woman that drove asses, by reason at that time I 
lacked a beard and my cheeks shone with the colour and 
smoothness of a boy’s. Howbeit I left not off for all this, 
nor did degenerate from the glory of my father or mine 
own virtue, though somewhat fearful among the drawn 
martial swords, yet disguised like a woman I invaded towns 
and castles alone to get some prey.” And therewithal he 
pulled out two thousand crowns, by ripping up his ragged 
coat, saying: “Hold here this gift, or rather this dowry 
which I present unto your brotherhood; hold eke my person, 
which you shall always find trusty and faithful if you shall 
willingly receive me to be your captain: and I will ensure 
you that in so doing, within short space I will make and turn | 
this stony house of yours into gold.” 

Then by and by every one consented to make him their _ 
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captain, and so they gave him a better garment to wear and 


throw away his old, wherein the gold had been. When he 


had changed his attire, he embraced them one after another; 
then placed they him on the highest table of the room, and 
drank unto him in great cups in token of good luck: and 


then they began to talk, and declared unto him the going 


away of the gentlewoman, and how I bare her upon my 
back, and what horrid death was ordained for us two. Then 
he asked where she was, whereupon being brought to the 


place where the gentlewoman was fast bound, whom as 


soon as he beheld, he turned himself despising and wringing 
his nose and blamed them, saying: “I am not so much a, 


beast or so rash a fellow that I would drive you quite from 


your purpose; but my conscience will not suffer me to con-~ 


ceal anything that toucheth your profit, since I am careful 


for you; therefore give me your affiance, especially seeing 
that if my counsel do displease you, you may at your own 
liberty proceed again in your enterprise to the ass. For I 
doubt not but all thieves, and such as have a good judge- 
ment, will prefer their own lucre and gain above all things 
in the world, and above their vengeance which may pur- 
chase damage both to themselves and to divers other persons. 
Therefore if you put this virgin in the ass’s belly, you shall 


‘put execute your indignation against her without al] manner 


of profit: but I would advise you to carry the virgin to some 


town and to sell her. And such a brave girl as she is, and so 


“young, may be sold for a great quantity of money: and I 


myself know certain bawd merchants, amongst whom perad- 
venture some one will give us great sums of gold for her, 
and will lay her in a brothel equal to her good birth, when 
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she shall not again run away: and so, as bound in slavery to 
a bawdy-house, you shall have vengeance enough of her. 
This is my true opinion touching this affair; but advise you 
what you intend to do, for you may rule me in this case.” 

In this manner the good thief pleaded for the thieves? 
treasury and defended our cause, being a good patron to the 
hapless virgin and to me poor ass. But they stayed hereupon 
a good space with long deliberation, which made my heart 
(God wot) and spirit greatly to quail. Howbeit in the end 
they consented freely to his opinion, and by and by the 
maiden was unloosed of her bonds; who, seeing the young 
man, and hearing the name of brothels and bawd mer- 
chants, began to wax joyful, and smiled with herself. Then 
began I to deem evil of the generation of women, when I 
saw that the maiden (who had pretended that she had loved 
a young gentleman, and that she so greatly desired her 
chaste marriage with the same) was now delighted with the 
talk of a wicked and filthy brothel-house and other things 
dishonest. In this sort the consent and manners of all the 
race of women depended in the judgement of an ass. But 
then the young man spoke again, saying: “Masters, why go 
we not about to make our prayers to Mars touching this sell- 
ing of the maiden, and seeking for other companions? But 
as far as I see, here is no manner of beast to make sacrifice 
withal nor wine sufficient for us to drink. Let me have ten 
more with me, and we will go to the next town, whence I 
will bring you back a supper fit for a priest.” So he and ten 
more with him went their way, and in the mean season the 
residue made a great fire and an altar with green turfs in the 
honour of Mars, 
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By and by they came again, bringing with them bottles of 
wine and a great number of beasts, amongst which there 
was a big ram goat, fat, old, and hairy, which they killed 
and offered unto Mars, to help and be with them. Then sup- 
per was prepared sumptuously; and the new companion said 
unto the others: “You ought to account me not only your 
captain in robbery and fight, but also in your pleasures and 
jollity.”” Whereupon by and by with pleasant cheer he pre- 
pared all things very cleverly; and trimming up the house 
he set the table in order and cooked the meal and brought 
the pottage and dainty dishes to the table; but above all, he 
plied them well with great pots and jugs of wine. Some- 
times (feigning to fetch somewhat they required) he would 
go to the maiden and give her pieces of meat which he had 
privily taken away, and would give her cups of wine 
whence he had already drunken, which she willingly took 
in good part. Moreover, he kissed her twice or thrice, 
whereof she was well pleased, and would gladly kiss him in 
return again; but I (not well content thereat) thought in 
myself: “O wretched maid, hast thou forgotten thy mar- 
riage, and thy lover whom thou didst love, thou a virgin 
maid, and dost esteem this stranger and bloody thief above 
thy dear husband which thy parents ordained for thee? Now 
perceive I well thou hast no remorse of conscience, but more 
delight to do utterly away with thy love and play the harlot 
here amongst so many weapons and swords. What, knowest 
thou not how the other thieves, if they knew thy demeanour, 
would put thee back to the ass’s death as they had once ap- 
pointed, and so work my destruction likewise? Well do now 
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I perceive that thou dost take pleasure and sport at the risk 
pf another’s hide.” 

While I did devise with myself all these things with an 
orator’s indignation, I perceived by certain signs and tokens 
(which were doubtful but yet not ignorant to so wise an 
ass) that he was not the notable thief Haemus, but rather 
Tlepolemus her husband. For after much communication he 
began to speak more openly, not fearing any more my pres- 
ence than if I were dead, and said: “Be of good cheer, my 
sweet friend Charite, for thou shalt have by and by all these 
thy enemies captive unto thee.” Then he filled wine to the 
thieves more and more, mixed with no water, but a little 
warmed, and never ceased till they were all overcome and 
soaked with abundance of drink, whereas he himself ab- 
stained and bridled his own appetite: and truly, I did greatly 
suspect that he had mingled in their cups some deadly poison, 
for incontinently they all fell down asleep on the ground 
one after another, drowned and overcome by the wine, and 
lay as though they had been dead. Then did he very easily 
tie them all in chains and bind them as he would, and he 
took the maiden and set her upon my back and went home- 
ward. 

Now when we were near come home, all the people of 
the city (especially her parents and kinsmen, friends and 
family and servants) came running forth joyfully; and all 
they of the town of every age and sex gathered together to 
see this new sight and strange, a virgin in great triumph sit- 
ting upon an ass. Then I (not willing to show less joy than 
the rest, as far as I might as present occasion served) set and 
pricked up my long ears, blew out my nostrils, and cried 
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stoutly; nay rather I made the town ring again with my 
shrilling sound. When we were come to her father’s house 
she was received into a chamber honourably, and her parents 
tended her well; as for me, Tlepolemus, with a great num- 
ber of other citizens, did drive me back again with other 
horses to the cave of the thieves, and I was not very unwill- 
ing, for I much desired to be present to see the taking of 
them. There we found them all asleep, lying on the ground 
as we left them, overcome rather by wine than by bonds: 
and then they first brought out all the gold and silver and 
others treasures of the house and laded us withal: which 
when they had done, they threw many of the thieves down 
into the bottom of deep cliffs hard by, and the residue they 
slew with their own swords. 
After this we returned home glad and merry of so great 
-yengeance upon them, and the riches which we carried was 
committed to the public treasury, and this done the maid was 
married to Tlepolemus, according to the law, whom by so 
much travail he had valiantly recovered. Then my good 
mistress looked about for me, calling me her saviour and de- 
liverer, and asking for me, commanded, the very same day 
as her marriage, that my manger should be filled with bar- 
ley, and that I should have hay and oats abundantly, as much 
as would be enough for a camel of Bactria. But how greatly 
and worthily did I curse Fotis in that she had transformed 
me into an ass, and not into a dog, because I saw the dogs 
had filled their paunches to bursting with the relics and 
bones of so worthy a supper as they had. The next day, after 
that best of nights and her learning of the secrets of Venus, 
this new wedded woman (my mistress) did not forget to 
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commend me before her parents and husband for the kind- 
ness I had shewed unto her, and never left off until such 
time as they promised to reward me with great honours. 
Then they called together all their friends of more dignity, 
to resolve in what manner it were most worthy to reward 
me; and thus it was concluded: one said that I should be 
closed in a stable and never work, but continually be fed 
and fatted with fine and chosen barley and beans and yetch; 
howbeit another prevailed, who wished my liberty, for me 
to run lasciviously in the fields amongst the horses, whereby 
I might engender upon the mares some stout mules for my 
mistress. Therefore the groom that kept the horses was 
called for, and I was delivered unto him with great care, in 
so much that I ran before him right pleasant’ and joyous, 
because I hoped that I should carry no more fardels or 
burdens: moreover I thought that when I should thus be at 
liberty, in the springtime of the year, when the meadows 
and fields were green, I should find some roses in some 
place; after which it came into my mind that if my master 
and mistress did render to me so many thanks and honours 
being an ass, they would much more reward me being 
turned into a man. But when he (to whom the charge of me 
was so straitly committed) had brought me a good way dis- 
tant from the city I perceived no delicate meats nor any 
liberty which I should have, but by and by his covetous wife 
and most cursed quean made me a mill ass, and (beating me 
with a cudgel with many twigs) would wring bread for 
herself and her household out of my skin. Yet was she not 
contented to weary me and make me a drudge with carriage 
and grinding of her own corn, but she made me to grind for — 
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her neighbours and so earned more gain by my toil: nor 
would she give me such meat as it was ordained that I 
should have, for all my miserable labours, for my own bar- 
ley which I ground in that same mill by my own goings 
about she would sell to the inhabitants by, and after that I 
had laboured all day upon this engine of toil, she would set 
before me at night a little filthy bran, nothing clean but 
caked together and full of stones. 

Being crushed down by this calamity, yet cruel fortune 
worked me other new torments, so that (as they say) I 
might verily boast of a full reward for all my brave deeds 
done at home and abroad: for on a day I was let loose into 
the fields to pasture with the herds of horses by command- 
‘ment of my master, who so did at last obey his lord’s bid- 
ding. O how I leaped for joy, how I brayed to see myself 
in such liberty, but especially since I beheld so many mares, 
which I thought should be my easy wives and concubines! 
But this my joyful hope turned into utter destruction, for 
incontinently all the stallion horses, which were well fed 
and made strong for their duty by ease of pasture, terrible 
in any case and much more puissant than a poor ass, were 
jealous over me, and feared for the cuckolding of their race 
by a weakling, and (not having regard to the law and order 
of the hospitable god Jupiter) ran fiercely and terribly 
against me their rival; one reared up his broad chest and 
high head, and lifted up his fore feet and kicked me spite- 
fully, another turned to me his strong and brawny back, 
and with his hinder heels spurned me cruelly, the third 
threatening with a malicious neighing dressed his ears, and 
shewing his sharp and white teeth bit me on every side. In 
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like sort have I read in histories how before the king of 
Thrace * would throw his miserable guests to be torn in 
pieces and devoured of his wild horses; so niggish was that 
tyrant of his provender that he nourished his hungry and 
starveling beasts with the bodies of men. 

After the same manner I was cruelly handled by the 
horses, so that I longed for the mill again whereby I went 
round and round; but behold fortune (insatiable of my 
torments) had devised a new pain for me. I was appointed 
to bring home wood every day from a high hill, and who 
should drive me thither and home again but a boy that was 
the veriest hangman in all the world: he was not contented 
with the great travail I took in climbing up the steep hill, 
neither that my hoofs were torn and worn away by sharp 
flints, but he beat me cruelly and very often with a great 
staff, in so much that the marrow of my bones did ache for 
woe; for he would strike me continually in my right hip 
and still in one place, whereby he tare my skin and made of 
my wide sore a great hole or trench, or rather a window to 
look out at, and although it ran down of blood, yet would 
he not cease beating me in that place. Moreover he laded me 
with such great trusses and burdens of wood that you would 
think they had rather been prepared for elephants than for 
an ass, and when he perceived that my wood hanged more 
of one side than another (when he should rather take away 
the heavy sides and so ease me, or else lift them up a little, 
or at least put them over to make them equal with the 
other) he laid great stones upon the lighter side to remedy 


2st 
1 Diomede, king of the Bistones in Thrace. His final destruction was 
one of the twelve labours of Hercules. 
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Jhe matter. Yet could he not be contented with this my 
sreat misery and immoderate burdens of wood, but when 
we came to any river by the way, he, to, save his boots from 
water, would leap upon my loins likewise, which was no 
small load upon load. And if by adventure I had fallen 
down in any dirty or miry place by the water-side, on the 
slippery bank, under that load too great for me to bear, 
when he should have lent a hand to pull me out, or lifted 
me out by the bridle or by my tail, or taken off some of my 
load so that I might be able to rise, he would never help 
me, but laid me on from top to toe, yea, from my very ears, 
with a mighty staff, whereby I was compelled by force of 
the blows, as by a medicine, to stand up. The same hangman 
boy did invent another torment for me: he gathered a great 
many sharp thorns, as sharp as needles and of most poisonous 
prick, and bound them with knots into a bundle which he 
tied at my tail to prick me, so that as I walked they would 
swing against me and wound me sorely with their accursed 
spikes. Then was I afflicted on either side; for when I en- 
deavoured to run away from his bitter onslaughts the thorns 
pricked me more yehemently, and if I stood still to rest 
from the pain the boy beat me until I ran again, whereby I 
perceived that the hangman did devise nothing else save to 
kill me by some manner of means, and even so he would 
‘often swear and threaten to do. And in truth there was 
‘some occasion to stir his malicious mind into worse at- 
‘tempts; for upon a day (after my patience had been alto- 
gether overcome by his wickedness) I lifted up my heels and 
spurned him well-favouredly. Then he invented this 
“vengeance against me: after he had well laded me with tow 
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and flax, and had trussed it round safely with ropes upon my 
back, he brought me out into the way: then he stole a burn- 
ing coal out of a man’s house of the next village and put it 
into the middle of the load, and soon the fire caught and 
increased in the dry and light matter and burst into flames, 
and the fierce heat thereof did burn me on every side; and 
I could see no remedy for my utter destruction, nor how f 
might save myself, and in such a burning it was not possible 
for me to stand still, and there was no time to advise better; 
but fortune was favourable towards me in my misfortune, 
perhaps to reserve me for more dangers; at least she saved 
me from the present death thus devised, for I espied a great 
hole full of muddy rain-water that fell the day before; 
thither I ran hastily and plunged myself therein, in such 
sort that I quenched the fire and was delivered both from 
my load and from that peril. But the vile boy turned even 
this his most wicked deed upon me, and declared to all the 
shepherds about that I willingly leaped over a fire of the 
neighbours and tumbled in it and set myself afire. Then he 
laughed upon me, saying: “How long shall we keep this 
fiery ass in vain?” 

A few days after, this boy invented another mischief 
much worse than the former: for when he had sold all the 
wood which I bare to certain men dwelling in a village by, 
he led me homeward unladen. And then he cried that he 
was not able to rule me, for that he was unequal to my 
naughtiness, and that he would not drive me to the hill any 
longer for wood, saying: “Do you see this slow and dull 
beast, too much an ass? Now, besides all the mischiefs that 
he hath wrought already, he inventeth daily more and more, 
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For when he espieth any passing by the way, whether it be 
a fair woman or a maid ready for marriage, or a young 
boy, he will throw his burden from his back, yea, and often 
break his very girths, and runneth fiercely upon them. And 
after that he hath thrown them down, he will stride over 
them to take his beastly pleasure upon them. Moreover, he 
will feign as though he would kiss them with his great and 
‘wicked mouth, but he will bite their faces cruelly, which 
‘thing may work us great displeasure, or rather be imputed 
“unto us as a crime; and even now, when he espied an honest 
maiden pasing by the highway, he by and by threw down 
his wood in a heap and ran after her; and when this jolly 
‘lover had thrown her upon the ground, he would have rav- 
ished her before the face of all the world, had it not been 
that by reason of her crying out with shrieks and loud lam- 
entations, she was succoured of those that passed by, and 
pulled from his heels and so delivered. And if it had so 
“come to pass that this fearful maiden had been slain by him 
by a painful death, what danger had we not been in?” 

By these and like lies, he provoked the shepherds earnestly 
to my destruction, which grieved me (God wot) full sore | 
that I could say nothing to defend my chastity. Then one 
of the shepherds said: “Why do we not make sacrifice of 
this common adulterous ass as his horrid doings deserve? 
My son,” quoth he, “T et us kill him and throw his guts to 
‘the dogs, and reserve his flesh for the labourers’ supper. 
Then let us cast dust upon his skin, and carry it home to our 

master, and easily feign that the wolves have devoured 
him.” The boy that was my evil accuser made no delay, but 
prepared himself to execute the sentence of the shepherd, 
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rejoicing at my present danger, and thinking upon the kick 
which I gave him; but oh how greatly did I then repent that 
the stripe of my heel had not killed him! Then he drew out 
his sword, and made it sharp upon a whetstone to slay me, 
but another of the shepherds began to say: “Verily it is a 
great offence to kill so fair an ass, and so (by accusation of 
luxury and lascivious wantonness) to lack so necessary his 
labour and service, where otherwise if you would cut off 
his Stones, he might not only be deprived of his lust, but 
also become gentle, and that we should be delivered from 
all fear of danger. Moreover, he would be thereby more 
fat and better in flesh. For I know myself as well many 
slow asses, as also most fierce horses, that by reason of their 
wantonness have been most mad and terrible, but (when 
they were gelded and cut) they have become very gentle 
and tame, and tractable both to bearing burdens and to all 
other use. Wherefore I would counsel you to geld him; and 
if you consent thereto, I will by and by, when I have gone 
to the next market, fetch from my house mine irons and 
tools for the purpose: and I will thence immediately return, 
and I assure you that after I have gelded and cut off his 
stones, I will deliver this fierce and rude lover unto you as 
tame as a lamb.” 

When I did perceive that I was delivered from death, but 
reserved for the pain of gelding, I wept that with the hinder 
part of my body I should perish altogether, but I sought 
about to kill myself by some manner of means, whether by 
fasting continually or by throwing myself down some crag 
or precipice, to the end if I should die, I would die with un- 
perished members: and while I devised with myself in what 
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manner I might end my life, the rope-ripe boy my destroyer 
on the next morrow led me to the hill again, and tied me to 
a bough of a great oak, and in the mean season he took his 
hatchet and went a little way up and cut wood to load me 
withal. But behold there crept out of a cave by a marvellous 
great bear holding out his mighty head; whom when I saw, 
I was suddenly stricken in fear with the sudden sight and 
(throwing all the strength of my body into my hinder 
heels) lifted up my strained head and broke the halter 
wherewith I was tied. Then there was no need to bid me 
‘run away, for I scoured not only on foot, but tumbled over 
the stones and rocks with my body, till I came into the open 
fields beneath, to the intent I would escape away from the 
terrible bear, but especially from the boy that was worse 
than the bear. 

Then a certain stranger that passed by the way (espying 
me alone as a stray ass) took me up quickly and rode upon 
my back, beating me with a staff which he bare in his hand 
through a blind and unknown lane: whereat I was little dis- 
pleased, but willingly went forward to avoid the cruel pain 
of gelding which the shepherds had ordained for me, but as 
for the stripes I was nothing moved, since I was accustomed. 
to be beaten so every day. But fortune, ever bent on my 
ruin, would not suffer me to continue in such estate long, 
but with wondrous quickness undid my timely escape and 
set a new snare for me: for the shepherds (looking about 
for a cow that they had lost), after they had sought in 

divers places, fortuned to come upon us unawares; who 
when they espied and knew me, they would have taken me 
by the halter, but he that rode upon my back valiantly re-= 
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sisted them, saying: “Good Lord, masters, what intend you 
to do? Will you rob me?” Then said the shepherds: “What, 
thinkest thou that we handle thee otherwise than thou de- 
servest, which art stealing away our ass? Why dost thou not 
rather tell us where thou hast hidden the boy that led him, 
whom thou hast doubtless slain?” And therewithal they 
pulled him down to the ground, beating him with their fists 
and spurning him with their feet. Then he sware unto then: 
saying that he saw no manner of boy, but only found the 
ass loose and straying abroad, which he took up to the intent 
he might have some reward for the finding of him, and to: 
restore him again to his master. “And I would to God,” 
quoth he, “That this ass (which I would verily I had never 
seen) could speak as a man, to give witness of my innocence: 
then would you be ashamed of the injury which you have. 
done to me.” 

Thus reasoning for himself, he nothing prevailed, for 
those angry shepherds tied a rope about his neck and led him 
back again through the trees of the hill to the place where 
the boy accustomed to resort for wood. And after that they 
could discover him in no place, at length they found his 
body rent and torn in pieces, and his members dispersed in 
divers places, which I well knew was done by the cruel bear, 
and verily I would have told it if I might have spoken; but. 
(which I could only do) I greatly rejoiced at the vengeance 
of his death, although it came too late. Then they gathered. 
the pieces of his body and hardly joined them together and 
buried them, and straightway they laid all the fault to him. 
that was my Bellerophon, charging him that it was he that: 
took me up by the way, and had assaulted and slain the boy, 
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ind (bringing him home fast bound to their horses) pur- 
yosed on the next morrow to accuse him of murder, and to 
ead him before the justices to have judgement of death. 
in the mean season, while the parents of the boy did lament 
ind weep for the death of their son, the shepherd (accord- 
ng to his promise) came with his instruments and tools to 
eld me, and then one of them said: “Tush, our present 
mischief is not of his doing, but now we are contented that 
o-morrow not only this vile ass’s stones shall be cut off, but 
also his head, and you shall not lack helpers.” 

So was it brought to pass that my death was delayed till 
the next morrow; but what thanks did I give to that good 
s0y who at least (being so slain) was the cause of my par- 
Jon for one short day! Howbeit I had no time then to rest 
myself, for the mother of the boy, weeping and lamenting 
for his cruel death, attired in mourning vesture, tore her 
hair and threw ashes upon it, and beat her breast, crying and 
howling very bitterly, and came presently into the stable, 
saying: “Is it reason that this careless beast should do noth- 
ing all day but hold his head in the manger, filling and boll- 
ing his guts with meat, without compassion of my great 
misery or remembrance of his slain master? Surely, con- 
temning my age and infirmity, he thinketh that I am unable 
to revenge his great mischiefs. Moreover he would persuade 
me that he were not culpable; indeed it agreeth with the 

anner of malefactors to hope for safety, even when as the 
conscience doth confess the offence: but, O good Lord, thou 
cursed beast, if thou couldst for the nonce utter the con- 


tents of thine own mind, whom (if he were the veriest fool 
; 
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in all the world) mightest thou persuade that this murder 
was void or without thy fault, when it lay in thy power 
either to keep off the thieves from this poor boy with thy 
heels or else to bite and tear them with thy teeth? Couldest 
not thou (that so oft in his lifetime didst spurn and kick 
him) defend him now from his death by like means? Yet 
at least thou shouldest have taken him upon thy back, and so 
brought him from the cruel hands of thieves, where con- 
trary thou rannest away alone, having forsaken and cast 
down thy fellow-servant, thy good master, thy pastor and 
conductor. Knowest thou not that even such as deny their 
wholesome help and aid to them which are in danger of 
death, are wont to be punished because they have offended 
against good manners and the law natural? But I promise 
thee that thou shalt not long rejoice at my harms, thou mur- 
derer; I will ensure thee thou shalt feel the smart of my 
grief, and I will see what nature can do.” Therewithal she 
unloosed her apron, and bound all my feet together to the 
end I might not help myself in my punishment: then she 
took a great bar which accustomed to bar the stable door, 
and never ceased beating of me till she was so exceeding 
weary and tired that the bar fell out of her hands: where- 
upon she (complaining of the soon faintness of her arms) 
ran to the fire and brought a glowing firebrand and thrust if 
under my tail, burning me continually till such time as (hav- 
ing but one remedy) I all bewrayed her face and eyes with 
my dirty dung; whereby, what with the stink thereof, and 
what with the filthiness that fell in her eyes, she was well 
nigh blind, and so I enforced the quean to leave off; other- 
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wise I had died as an ass as Meleager did by the stick, which 
his mad mother Althea * cast into the fire. 


1 Ovid, Metamorphoses, vu. 451: 


“There was a certain firebrand which, when Oeneus’ wife did lie 
In childbed of Meleager, she chanced to espy 
The Destinies putting in the fire: and, in the putting in, 
She heard them speak these words, as they his fatal thread did spin: 
‘O lately born, like time we give to thee and to this brand’: 
And when they so had spoken, they departed out of hand. 
- Immediately the mother caught the blazing bough away 
_ And quenched it. This bough she kept full charily many a day: 
And in the keeping of the same she kept her son alive.” 


- But when she heard that Meleager had killed her brothers as the 
result of a quarrel about the spoils of the Calydonian boar, she threw 
the brand on the fire, thus causing his death. 


BOOK VIII 


Axsour the cockcrow of night came a young man from 
the next city, which seemed to be one of the family of the 
.good woman Charite which sometime endured so muck 
misery and calamity with me amongst the thieves; whe, 
after that he had taken a stool and sat down by the fireside 
in the company of the servants, began to declare many ter- 
rible things that had happened unto Charite and unto her 
house, saying: “O ye horsekeepers, shepherds, and cowherds, 
you shall understand that we have lost our good mistress 
Charite miserably and by evil adventure, but not alone did 
she go down to the ghosts. But to the end you may learn and 
know the whole matter, I purpose to tell you the circum- 
Stance of every point, whereby such as are more learned. 
than I, to whom fortune has ministered more copious style, 
may paint it out in paper in form of an history. 

“There was a young gentleman dwelling in the next city, . 
born of good parentage, valiant in prowess, and rich in sub-. 
stance, but very much given and addict to whore-hunting | 
and continual revelling by broad day: whereby he fell in 
company with thieves, and had his hand ready to the effusion. 
of human blood; and his name was Thrasyllus. The matter: 
was this according to the report of every man: when Charite 
had come to an age ripe for marriage, he was among the. 


chiefest of her suitors and very ardently sought her hand; 
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but although he were a man more comely than the residue 
that wooed her, and also had riches abundantly to persuade 
her parents, yet because he was of evil fame, and a man of 
wicked manners and conversation, he had the repulse and 
was put off by Charite. And so our master’s daughter mar- 
ried with Tlepolemus; howbeit this young man secretly 
cherished his downfallen love, and moved somewhat at her 
refusal, he busily searched some means to work his damnable. 
intent: and so (having found occasion and opportunity to 
present himself there) he girt himself for the evil purpose 
which he had long time concealed; and so he brought it to 
pass, that the same day that Charite was delivered by the 
subtle means and valiant audacity of her husband from the 
puissance of the thieves, he mingled himself amongst the 
assembly, feigning with a notable shew that he was glad 
above all others of the new marriage and of the hope of fu- 
ture offspring. Hereby (by reason that he came of so noble 
parents) he was received and entertained into the house as a 
chief guest, and falsely coloured himself to be one of their 
most principal friends: and so, under cloak of a faithful 
well-wisher, he dissimuled his mischievous mind and in- 
tent. In continuance of time, by much familiarity and often 
conversation and banqueting together, he was taken more 
and more in favour: then did he fall little by little and 
unawares into the deeper gulf of lust and desire. What 
wonder indeed? Like as we see it fortuneth to lovers, who 
are at first delighted by the flame of cruel love, when as it is 
small, until by continual feeding of it with the fuel of use 
and wont, it gloweth and flameth and altogether burneth 


them up. 
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“Thrasyllus had long pondered within himself, perceiv- 
ing that it was a hard matter to break his mind secretly to 
Charite, and that he was wholly barred from accomplish- 
ment of his luxurious appetite both by the multitude of her 
guards and servitors, and because the love of her and her 
husband was so strongly linked together that the bond be- 
tween them might in no wise be dissevered; and moreover 
it was a thing impossible to ravish her, because even if she 
would, although she would not, she knew nothing of the 
arts of deceiving a spouse. Yet was he still provoked for- 
ward by an obstinate madness to that very thing which he 
could not, as though he could. At length the thing which 
seemeth so hard and difficult, when love has been fortified 
through time, doth ever at last appear easy and facile; but 
mark, I pray you, diligently, to what end the furious force 
of his inordinate desire came. 

“On a day Tlepolemus went to the chase with Thrasyllus 
to hunt for wild beasts, but only for goats—if indeed goats 
be wild beasts—for his wife Charite desired him earnestly 
to meddle with no other beasts which were of more fierce 
and wild nature, armed with tusk or horn. When they were 
come within the chase to a great thicket on a hill, fortressed 
about with briars and thorns, they compassed round the 
goats, which had been spied out by trackers; and by and by 
warning was given to let loose the dogs, that had been bred 
of a noble stock, to rout up the beasts from their lairs. They, 
remembering all their careful teaching, spread out and coy- 
ered every entry; and first they did not give tongue, but 
when on a sudden the signal was given they rushed in with 
such a cry that all the forest rang again with the noise; but 
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behold there leaped out no goat, nor timid deer, nor hind, 
_ most gentle of all beasts, but an horrible and dangerous wild 
boar, such as no one had seen before, thick with muscles and 
brawn, with a filthy and hairy hide, his bristles rising along 
his pelt, foaming at the mouth, grinding his teeth, looking 
direfully with fiery eyes, and rushing like lightning as he 
charged with his furious jaws. The dogs that first set upon 
him he tare and rent with his tusks, and rifled them up and 
hurled them away on every side, and then he ran quite 
through the nets that had checked his first charges and es- 
caped away. When we saw the fury of this beast, we were 
all greatly stricken with fear, and because we never accus- 
tomed to chase such dreadful boars, and further because we 
were unarmed and without weapons, we got and hid our- 
selves under bushes and trees. 

“Then Thrasyllus, having found opportunity to work his 
treason, said to Tlepolemus: ‘What, stand we here amazed? 
Why shew we ourselves like these slaves of ours, or why 
leave we so worthy a prey to go forth from our very hands, 
despairing like some timid woman? Let us mount upon our 
horses and pursue him incontinently: take you a hunting 
javelin, and I will take a spear’; and by and by they leaped 
upon their horses and followed the beast earnestly. But he, 
forgetting not his natural strength, returned against them 
burning with the fire of his wild nature, and gnashing his 
teeth, pried with his eyes on whom he might first assail with 
his tusks: and Tlepolemus struck the beast first on the back 
with his javelin. But Thrasyllus attacked not the beast, but 
came behind and cut the hamstrings of the hinder legs of 
Tlepolemus’ horse, in such sort that he fell down in much 
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blood to the ground and threw despite his will his master: 
then suddenly the boar came upon Tlepolemus, and furi- 
ously tare and rent first his garments and then him with his 
teeth as he would rise. Howbeit, his good friend Thrasyllus 
did not repent of his wicked deed to see him thus wounded, 
nor was it enough for his cruelty only to look: but when he 
was gored and essayed to protect his fresh wounds from 
the heavy blows, and desired his friendly help, he thrust 
Tlepolemus through the right thigh with his spear, the more 
boldly because he thought the wound of the spear would be 
taken for a wound of the boar’s teeth: then he easily killed 
the beast likewise. And when the young man was thus mis- 
erably slain, every one of us came out of our holes, and 
went sorrowfully towards our slain master. But although 
that Thrasyllus was joyful of the death of Tlepolemus, 
whom he did greatly hate, yet he cloaked the matter with a 
sorrowful countenance, he feigned a dolorous face, he 
often embraced the body which he himself slew, he played 
all the parts of a mourning person, saving there fell no tears 
from his eyes. Thus he resembled us in each point (who 
verily, and not without occasion, had cause to lament for 
our master) laying all the blame of this homicide unto the 
boar. 

“Incontinently after, the sorrowful news of the death of 
- Tlepolemu. came to the ears of all the family but especially 
to unhappy Charite, who, when she had heard such pitiful 
tidings, as a mad and raging woman ran up and down the: 
streets and the country fields, crying and howling lamen- 
tably. All the citizens gathered together, and such as met 
her bare her company running towards the chase, so that all. 


THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 18 


the city was emptied to see the sight. When they met the 
slain body of Tlepolemus, Charite threw herself upon him, 
_ weeping and lamenting grievously for his death, in such 
sort that she would have presently ended her life upon the 
corpse of her slain husband, whom she so entirely loved, had 
it not been that her parents and friends did comfort her, 
and hardly pulled her away. Then the body was taken up, 
and in funeral pomp brought to the city and buried. 
“In the mean season Thrasyllus feigned much sorrow 
for the death of Tlepolemus, crying and beating his breast 
beyond all measure, but in his heart he was well pleased and 
joyful, and the tears that he had not for his former grief 
_ were ready to come now for his gladness. And to counterfeit 
very truth by words of kindness, he would come to Charite 
and say: ‘O what a loss have I had, by the death of my 
friend, my fellow, my companion, my brother Tlepolemus’ 
_ (adding the name in a melancholy voice). ‘O Charite, com- 
fort yourself, pacify your dolour, refrain your weeping, 
beat not your breasts.” And so saying, he would hold her 
hands and restrain them, so that she might not beat her 
bosom: with soft words he would blunt the sting of her 
sorrow, and with divers examples of evil fortune he en- 
deavoured to comfort her; but he spake and did not this for 
| any other intent but that in guise of friendship he might 
closely handle the woman, and so nourish his odious love 
with filthy delight. Howbeit, Charite, after the burial of 
her husband, sought the means to follow him, and tried 
every way, but especially that which is most gentle and easy, 
‘nor requireth any weapon, but is most like to quiet sleep: 
for she purposed to finish her life with starvation and neg- 
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lecting herself, she buried herself deep in the darkness and 
had done with the light for good and all. But Thrasyllus 
was very importunate, and at length brought to pass that at 
the intercession both of himself and of the friends and 
familiars, and last of the parents of Charite, she somewhat 
refreshed her body, that was all befouled and well nigh 
broken, with refection of meat and bathing. Howbeit, she 
did it unwillingly, more at the commandment of her par- 
ents and the duty she owed to them, than for anything else: 
and she wore a calmer, but yet not a merry face, while she 
went about the duties of the living, but inwardly she tor- 
mented herself very greatly with grief and mourning: she 
spent whole days and nights in miserable longing, and there 
was an image of her husband, which she had made like unto 
Bacchus, unto which she rendered divine honours and serv- 
ices, so that she grieved herself even by her consolation. 

“Tn the mean season Thrasyllus, not being able to refrain 
any longer, a man bold and impatient according to the sig- 
nification of his name,* before Charite had assuaged her 
dolours with tears, before her troubled mind had pacified 
her fury, before her grief had become less from its own 
abundance and long continuance, while she wept for her 
husband, while she tare her garments and rent her hair, 
doubted not to demand her in marriage, and so very rashly 
detected the secrets and unspeakable deceits of his heart. 
But Charite detested and abhorred his demand, and as she: 
had been stricken with some clap of thunder, with some: 
storm, or with the lightning of Jupiter, she presently fell 
down to the ground all amazed with a cloud. Howbeit in 


1 Thrasyllus is derived from the Greek @pacts, venturous, bold, rash. 
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the end, when her spirits were revived and that she returned 
to herself crying and shrieking like some beast, remember- 
ing all that had passed with the wicked Thrasyllus, she de- 
manded respite to deliberate and to take advice on the matter, 

“Tn the mean season of delay the shape of Tlepolemus 
that was slain so miserably appeared to Charite as she 
chastely slept, with a pale and bloody face, saying: ‘O my 
‘sweet wife (a name which no other person shall say but I), 
even if the memory of me in thy heart groweth dim, or the 
remembrance faileth of my pitiful death, in so much that 
our bond of love hath been severed, marry happily with any 
other person, so that you marry not with the traitor Thra- 
syllus; have no conference with him, eat not with him, lie 
‘not with him; avoid the bloody hand of mine enemy, let 
not thy marriage be begun with parricide.* For those 
wounds, the blood whereof thy tears did wash away, were 
not all the wounds of the teeth of the boar, but the spear 
of wicked Thrasyllus parted me from thee.’ Thus spoke 
Tlepolemus unto his loving wife, and declared the whole 
‘residue of the damnable fact. But Charite lay as she had 
first fallen asleep, with her face buried in her pillow; now 
‘she wetted her cheeks with her welling tears: and now 
aroused as by some new anguish, she began to cry aloud as if 
‘she renewed her dolour, to tear her garments, and to beat 
her comely arms with her furious hands: howbeit she re- 
vealed the vision which she saw to no manner of person, but 
-dissembling that she knew the truth of the mischief, devised 
than the English word. The murder of a free man, or any assassina- 
‘tion or treachery, was called parricidal; and a woman’s marriage 


‘with her husband’s murderer would be in the same category. 
f 
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silently with herself how she might be revenged on the 
wicked murderer, and finish her own life, to end and knit 
up all sorrow. Again came Thrasyllus the detestable de- 
mander of the pleasure that should betray him, and wearied 
the closed ears of Charite with talk of marriage; but she, 
gently refusing his communication, and colouring the mat- 
ter with passing craft in the midst of his earnest desires and 
humble prayers, began to say: “Thrasyllus, you shall under- 
stand that yet’the comely face of your brother * and my hus- 
band is always before mine eyes; I smell yet the cinnamon 
scent of his precious body, I yet feel Tlepolemus alive in my 
heart: wherefore you shall do well if you grant to me, mis- 
erable woman, necessary time to bewail his death, until after 
the residue of a few months the whole year may be expired, 
which thing toucheth as well my shame as your wholesome 
profit, lest peradventure by our speedy and quick marriage 
we should justly raise and provoke the resentful spirit of my 
husband to work your destruction.’ 

“Howbeit Thrasyllus was not contented with this speech, 
nor even cheered by her hopeful promise, but more and 
more was earnest upon her, to whisper wickedly in her ear 
with his busy tongue, in so much that she was enforced to 
seem conquered by him, and to speak to him in this manner: 
“My friend Thrasyllus, this one thing must thou grant to 
my earnest prayers, that we should take our pleasure in such 
sort and so secret, that no servant of the house may perceive 
it until the whole year be complete and finished.? Then 
Thrasyllus, trusting the false promises of the woman, con- 
sented gladly to her secret embraces, and was joyful in his 


1 Brother-in-arms, fellow, comrade, as in ch. 7 above. 
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heart and looked for night, when as he might have his pur- 
pose, preferring his inordinate pleasure above all things in 

the world. ‘But come you quietly about midnight,’ said 

Charite, ‘Covered up and disguised without all company. 

And do but hiss at my chamber-door, and await; my nurse 

shall attend sitting before the barrier for thy coming. Then 

shall she let thee in, and bring thee without any light, that 
might betray us, to my sleeping-room.’ 

_ “This counsel of fatal marriage pleased Thrasyllus mar- 
-yellously; who, suspecting no harm, and in a turmoil of 
expectation, did always complain that the day was long and 
the evening came not: but when at last the sun gave way to 
the night, according to Charite’s commandment he disguised 
himself and went straight, full of hope, to her chamber, 
where he found the nurse attending for him with feigned 
diligence. She (by the appointment of her mistress) fed him 
with flattering talk, brought silently cups and a flagon, and 
gave him drink mingled and doled with sleepy drugs, excus- 
ing the absence of her mistress Charite by reason that she 
attended on her father being sick, until such time that with 
sweet talk and operation of the wine (for he drank greedily 
and suspected nothing) he fell in a sound sleep. Now when 
he lay prostrate on the ground ready to all attack, Charite 
(being called for) came in, and with manly courage and 
bold force stood over this sleeping murderer, saying, ‘Be- 
hold the faithful companion of my husband, behold this 
valiant hunter, behold my dear spouse; this is the hand 
which shed my blood, this is the heart which hath devised so 
many subtle means to work my destruction, these be the eyes 
whom I have pleased to my ill: behold how in a manner 
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they foreshewed their own destined punishment when they 
prayed for the darkness to come. Sleep careless, dream that 
thou art in the hands of the merciful, for I will not hurt 
thee with thy sword or with any other weapon; God forbid 
that I should make thee equal to my husband by a like death. 
But thy eyes shall fail thee still living, and thou shalt see no 
more save when thou dreamest: I will see to it that thou 
shalt think the death of thine enemy more sweet than thy 
life: of a surety thou shalt see no light, thou shalt lack the 
aid of a leader, thou shalt not have me as thou hopest, thou 
shalt have no delight of my marriage, thou shalt have no 
rest in the quiet of death, and yet living thou shalt have no 
joy, but wander between the light of day and the darkness 
of hell as an unsure image: thou shalt seek for the hand that 
pricked out thy eyes, yet shalt thou not know (the most 
grievous part in all calamity) of whom thou shouldst com- 
plain: I will make libation with the blood of thine eyes upon 
the grave of my husband, I will pacify his holy shade with 
these eyes of thine. But why dost thou gain respite of thy 
due torment through my delay? Perhaps thou dreamest that 
thou embracest me in thine arms to thine own ruin: leave off 
the darkness of sleep, and awake thou to receive a penal 
deprivation of light: lift up thy sightless face, regard thy 
vengeance and evil fortune, reckon thy misery: so pleaseth 
thine eyes to a chaste woman, so have the nuptial torches 
lightened thy couch, that thou shalt have the Furies to be 
women of thy bedchamber, blindness to be thy companion, 
and an everlasting prick of remorse to thy miserable con- 
science.’ | 


“When she had prophesied in these words, she took a 
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‘great needle from her head and pricked out both his eyes: 
which done, leaving him blind and waking in great pain 
(though he knew not whence it came) from his drunken- 
ness and sleep, she by and by caught the naked sword which 
her husband Tlepolemus accustomed to wear, and ran 
throughout all the city like a mad woman towards the 
sepulchre of her husband, doubtless bent on some wild pur- 
pose. Then we with all the citizens left our houses and ran 
incontinently after her, exhorting each other to take the 
sword out of her furious hands; but she, clasping about the 
‘tomb of Tlepolemus, kept us off with her naked weapon, 
and when she perceived that every one of us wept and la- 
‘mented, she spake in this sort: ‘I pray you, my friends, let 
there be no unasked tears for me nor laments unworthy of 
‘my courage, for I am revenged of the death of my husband, 
I have punished deservedly the wicked breaker of our mar- 
‘Tiage; now is it time to seek out with this sword the way to 
‘my sweet Tlepolemus,’ and therewithal, after she had made 
relation of the whole matter which was declared unto her 
by the vision of her husband which she saw, and told by 
‘what means she deceived Thrasyllus, thrusting the sword 
under her right breast and wallowing in her own blood, she 
‘babbled some uncertain words and at length with manly 
courage yielded up the ghost. Then immediately the friends 
‘of miserable Charite did wash carefully her body and bury 
her within the same sepulchre with Tlepolemus to be his 
‘spouse for ever. Thrasyllus, hearing all the matter, and 
‘knowing that by no death he could fitly atone for this 
present ruin, for he thought his sword was not sufficient to 
revenge so great a crime, at length went of himself to the 
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same sepulchre, and cried with a loud voice, saying: ‘O ye 
dead spirits whom I have so highly offended, receive me; be- 
hold I make sacrifice unto you with my body’: which said 
he closed the doors of the sepulchre upon him, purposing to 
famish himself, and so finish his life there and yield up his 
accursed ghost in sorrow.” 

These things the young man with pitiful sighs and tears. 
declared unto the cowherds and shepherds, which caused 
them all to weep; but they, fearing to become subject unto 
new masters, and pitying deeply the misery of their master’s 
house, prepared themselves to depart away; but by and by 
the horsekeeper, to whom the charge of me so carefully had 
been committed, brought forth all the precious things that. 
were stored in his cottage, and laded me and other horses’ 
withal, and so departed thence from his former place: we 
bare women, children, pullets, geese, kids, whelps, and other 
things which were not able to keep pace with us, which so. 
travelled upon our feet. As for that which I bare upon my 
back, although it was a mighty burden, yet seemed it but 
light because I was very glad to depart and leave him that 
most terribly had appointed to geld me. 

When we had passed over a great mountain full of trees 
and were come again into the open fields, behold we ap- 
proached nigh to a fair and rich castle, where it was told 
unto us that we were not able to pass in our journey that 
night, nay, nor in the early morning either, by reason of | 
the great number of terrible wolves which were in the 
country about, besieging all the roads; so great in their 
body and fierce and cruel, that they put every man in fear, 
in such sort that they would invade and set upon such which | 
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passed by like thieves, and devour them and their beasts: and 
sometimes they would be mad with hunger and would attack 
the country-farms that lay hard by, and that the same death 
as of the peaceful cattle would await the men therein. 
Moreover, we were advertised that there lay in the way 
where we should pass many dead bodies, half eaten and torn 
with wolves, and their inward flesh was all torn away and 
the white of their bones was everywhere to be seen. Where- 
fore we were willed to use all caution in our going, and to 
‘observe this above all, that in broad light, when the day 
‘was well on and the sun was high, and the fierceness of 
‘such horrible beasts was constrained by the light, to go close 
‘and round together, avoiding all hidden lairs, whereby we 
might pass and escape all perils and dangers. But (notwith- 
‘standing this good counsel) our caitiff drivers were so covet- 
ous to go forward, being rash in their blind haste, and so 
‘fearful of pursuit, that they never heeded the advice nor 
‘stayed till the morning: but being not long past midnight, 
‘they made us be laden and trudge in our way apace. Then I, 
fearing the great danger which was foretold, ran amongst 
the middle of the other horses and hid there as deep as I 
could, to the end I might defend and save my poor buttocks 
from the wolves: whereat every man much marvelled to see 
‘that I scoured away swifter than the other horses: but such 
‘my.agility was not to get me any praise for speed, but rather 
asign of fear. At that time I remembered with myself that 
the valiant horse Pegasus did fly rather for fear and for 
‘that was deservedly called winged, that he did leap up in the 
air and skip up to the very sky, more to avoid the dangerous 
bite of fiery Chimaera than for anything else. For the very 
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shepherds which drove us before them were well armed like 
warriors for battle: one had a spear, another had a hunting 
lance, some had darts, some clubs, some also gathered up 
great stones, of which there were many upon that rough 
road, some held up sharpened stakes, and most feared away 
the wolves with light firebrands: finally we lacked nothing 
to make up an army but only trumpets. But when we had 
passed these dangers not without small fear, though it was 
vain and empty, all was in vain, for we fortuned to fall 
into a snare much worse; for the wolves came not upon 
us, either because of the great noise and multitude of our 
company, or else because of our firebrands, or peradventure 
they were gone to some other place, for we could see none, 
even afar off. But the inhabitants of the next village (sup- 
posing that we were thieves by reason of our great multi- 
tude) for the defence of their own substance, and for the 
fear they were in, set great and mighty mastiffs upon us, 
worse than any wolves or bears, which they had kept and 
nourished for the safety of their houses; who were both by 
nature very fierce and were urged on by their masters, 
holloing after their wont and driving them with all manner 
of cries; they, compassing us round about, leaped on every 
side, tearing us with their teeth, both man and beast, in such 
sort that they wounded and pulled many of us to the ground, | 
Verily, it was a famous but a pitiful sight to see so many 
dogs all mad with fury, some following such as fled, some | 
invading such as stood still, some leaping upon those which | 
lay prostrate, and going throughout the whole of our com-| 
pany with savage biting. Behold, upon this, another worse | 
danger ensued; the inhabiters of the town stood upon their | 
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roofs and the hills hard by throwing great stones upon our 
heads, so that we could not tell whether it were best for us 
to avoid the gaping mouths of the dogs at hand, or the peril 
of the stones afar. Amongst whom there was one that hurled 
a great flint upon the head of a woman which sat upon my 
back; who cried out piteously, desiring her husband, the 
shepherd, to help her. Then he (coming to wipe off the 
blood from his wife) began to complain in this sort, call- 
ing upon God’s name: “Alas, masters, what mean you to 
trouble us poor labouring men and wayfarers and so cruelly 


“to overcome us? What think you to gain by us? What mean 


you to revenge yourselves upon us, that do you no harm? 
You dwell not in caves or dens, you are no people barbarous 
that you should delight in effusion of human blood.” At 
these words the tempest of stones did cease, and the storm 
of the dogs was called back and vanished away. Then one 
(standing on the top of a great cypress-tree) spake unto us, 


| 


saying: “Think you not, masters, that we do this to the 
intent to rifle or take away any of your goods, but for the 


safeguard of ourselves and family from a like slaughter 
at your hands; now in God’s name you may depart away.” 


So we went forward, some wounded with stones, some 


pitten with dogs, but generally there was none which escaped 


‘free. 


When we had gone a good part of our way we came to 


a certain wood environed with great trees, and compassed 


about with pleasant meadows, where the shepherds, our 
_ guides, appointed to continue a certain space for rest, to cure 
their divers wounds and sores. Then they sat down on the 
ground to refresh their weary minds, and afterwards they 
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sought for medicines to heal their bodies: some washed away 
their blood with the water of the running river, some laid 
upon their bruises sponges steeped with vinegar, some stopped 
their wounds with clouts; in this manner every one pro- 
vided for his own safety. 

In the mean season we perceived an old man that looked 
from the top of an hill, who seemed to be a shepherd by 
reason of the goats and sheep that fed round about him: then 
one of our company demanded whether he had any milk to 
sell, whether new drawn or freshly made into cheese. To 
whom he made answer, shaking his head, saying: “Do you 

. think now of any meat or drink, or any other refection 
here? Know none of you in what place you be?” And 
therewithal he took his sheep and drove them away as fast 
as he might possible. This answer and his fleeing away made 
our shepherds greatly to fear, so that they thought of noth- 
ing else but to enquire what country they were in: howbeit, 
they saw no manner of person of whom they might demand. 
At length, as they were thus in doubt, they perceived another 
old man very tall and heavy with years, with a staff in his 
hand and very weary footsteps, who, approaching nigh to 
our company, began to weep greatly and complain, embrac- 
ing the knees of every one and saying: 

“Alas, masters, I pray you by your fates and lucky spirits, 
may you come to the years of old age strong and joyful, as | 
you shall succour me, miserable caitiff, and restore my little | 
one from Hell to my white hairs again. For he, my grand- _ 
son, the dear companion of my path, by following a sparrow | 
that sang upon an hedge, is fallen into a ditch hereby that | 
lay open at the root of the shrubs, and verily I think he is in | 
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danger of death. As for me, though I know from his own 
voice, crying oft upon his grandsire, that he yet liveth, Iam 
not able to help him by reason of my old age, but you, that 
are so valiant and lusty, may easily help me herein a miser- 
able old man, and deliver me my boy, last of my heirs and 
single offspring of my race that is yet left alive.” 

These words and his tearing of his white and aged hair 
made us all to pity him: and the youngest and stoutest of 
heart in our company, and strongest of body, who alone 
escaped unhurt from the late skirmish of dogs and stones, 
rose up quickly, demanding in what ditch the boy was fallen. 
“Marry,” said he, “Yonder,” and pointing with his finger, 
brought him to a great thicket of bushes and thorn, where 
they both entered in. In the mean season, after that we had 
well refreshed ourselves with our grazing and they had cured 
their wounds, each took up his packs, purposing to depart 
away. And because we would not go away without the 
young man our fellow, the shepherds whistled and called 
for him by his name; but when he gave no answer they 
feared because of his long absence and sent one of their 
company to seek him out, and to tell him that it was now 
time to set forth on the journey with us. But he after a while 
‘returned again with an ashen-pale face, trembling, with 
strange and sorrowful news of his fellow, saying that he 
saw him lying upon his back and a terrible dragon eating 
and devouring him: and as for the miserable old man, he 
could see him in no place. When they heard this (remem- 
bering likewise the words of the first old man that had 
warned them of this and no other habitant of the place) 
they ran away, beating us before them, to fly from this 
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desert and pestilent country. Then after we had very quickly 
passed a great part of our journey we came to a certain 
village, where we lay all night. But hearken, and I will 
tell you a great and notable mischief that happened there. 
You shall understand that there was a servant to whom 
his master had committed the whole government of his 
house, and he was bailiff of the great lodging where we lay: 
this servant had married a maiden, a fellow-slave of the 
same house, howbeit he burned greatly for love of a free 
woman of another house. Therewith was his wife so highly 
displeased and became so jealous, that she gathered together 
all her husband’s substance, with his tallies and books of 
accounts, and burned them with fire. She was not contented 
with this damage, nor thought that she had so avenged the 
wrong done to her bed, but she took a cord, and now raging 
against her own bowels, she bound her child which she had 
by her husband about her middle and cast herself headlong 
into a deep pit, carrying her babe with her. The master, tak- 
ing in evil part the death of these twain, took his servant 
which had made for his wife the cause of this murder, and 
after that he had first put off all his apparel, he anointed his 
body with honey, and then bound him sure to a fig-tree, 
where in a rotten stock a great number of pismires or ants 
had built their nests, and ran always about in great multi- 
tudes like sprinkling water. The pismires, after they had 
felt the savour and sweetness of the honey, came upon his 
body, and by little and little but unfailing gnawing, in con- 
tinuance of time with long torturing devoured all his flesh 
and his vitals, in such sort that there remained on the fatal 
tree nothing of his flesh but only his shining white bones. 
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__ This was declared unto us by the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage there, who greatly sorrowed for this servant: then we, 
avoiding likewise from this dreadful lodging, incontinently 
departed away, and for a whole, day travelled through the 
plain country, and then we came very tired to a fair city 
very populous, where our shepherds determined to make 
their home and continue, by reason that it seemed a place 
where they might live unknown, far from such as should 
pursue them, and because it was a country very plentiful of 
corn and other victuals. There when we had remained the 
space of three days, and that I, poor ass, and the other horses 
were fed and kept in the stable to the intent we might seem 
more saleable, we were brought out at length to the market, 
and by and by a crier sounded with his horn to notify that 
we were to be sold. All my companion horses and the other 
asses were bought up by gentlemen, but as for me I stood 
‘still forsaken, for that most men passed me by with despight. 
~ And when many buyers came by and handled me and looked 
at my teeth in my mouth to know my age, I was so weary 
with opening my jaws that at length (unable to endure any 
longer) when one came with a stinking pair of hands and 
grated my gums often with his filthy fingers, I seized them 
-and well nigh bit them clean off, which thing caused the 
standers-by to forsake buying me, as being a fierce and cruel 
beast. The crier when he had gotten a hoarse voice and was 
well nigh burst with crying, and saw that no man would 
buy me, began very scurrilously to mock my evil fortune, 
saying: “To what end stand we here to offer for sale this 
-yile ass, this old feeble beast, this slow jade with worn hoofs, 
made hideous by his labours, idle save when he is vicious, and 
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good for nothing but to make sieves of his skin? Why do we 
not give him to somebody, if there be any that it shall irk 
not to find him his hay?” . 

In this manner the crier made all the standers-by to 
laugh exceedingly; but my evil fortune, which was ever so 
cruel against me, whom I, by travel of so many countries, 
could in no wise escape nor appease the envy thereof by all 
the woes I had undergone, did more and more cast its blind 
and evil eyes upon me, with invention of new means to afflict 
my poor body, in giving me another master very fit for my 
hard fate. Listen what man he was. There was an old 
naughty man, somewhat bald, with long and grey hair, one 
of the number of those of the lewdest dregs of the people 
which go from door to door throughout all the villages, 
bearing the image of the Syrian goddess, and playing with 
cymbals and bones, to get the alms of good and charitable 
folks. This old man came hastily towards the crier, and de- 
manded where I was bred. “Marry,” quoth he, “In Cappa- 
docia: and he is very strong.” Then he enquired what age 

‘I was of, and the crier, jesting, answered: “A mathemati- 
cian, which disposed to me his planets, said that he was five 
years old; yet this doth he know best himself from his own 
register public. For I would not willingly incur the penalty 
of the law Cornelia in selling a free citizen for a servile 
slave, yet if you shall buy him you shall have a good and 
useful chattel both at home and about the country.” But | 
this cursed buyer did never stint to question of my qualities, — 
and at length he demanded whether I were gentle or no: | 
“Gentle!” quoth the crier, “As gentle as a lamb, tractable to | 
all use: he will never bite, he will never kick, but you would | 
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rather think that under the shape of the ass there were some 
_ well-advised man, which verily you may easily conject; for 
if you would thrust your nose in his tail you shall perceive 
how patient he is.” 

Thus the crier wittily mocked the old rascal; but he, per- 
ceiving his taunts and jests, waxed very angry, saying: 
“Away, doting crier, thou deaf and dumb carrion, I pray 
the omnipotent and omniparent Syrian goddess, Saint Saba- 
dius, Bellona with the Idaean mother, and Venus with her 
Adonis to strike out both thine eyes that with taunting mocks 
hast scoffed me in this sort. Dost thou think that I will put 
a goddess upon the back of any fierce beast, whereby her 
divine image should be thrown down on the ground, and so I, 
poor wretch, should be compelled (tearing my hair) to look 
for some physician to help her as she lies fallen?”? When I 
heard him speak this, I thought with myself suddenly to 
leap up like a mad ass, to the intent he should not buy me, 
thinking me very fierce; but incontinently, like an eager 
buyer, he prevented my thought, and would lay down my 
price for me, even seventeen pence: then my master was 
glad, being weary of me, and receiving the money, delivered 
me by mine halter of straw to my new master, who was 
called Philebus. He carried his new servant home, and when 
he came to the door of the house, he called out his troop, 
saying: “Behold, my daughters,* what a gentle servant I 
have bought for you.” Yet were these daughters a band of 
lewd and naughty fellows, and at first they were marvellous 


1 The feminine is ironically used for the effeminate crew of priests. 
So in the Attis poem of Catullus (rx) the hero, after his emascula- 
tion, speaks of himself in the feminine gender. 
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glad, prattling and shouting for joy with their broken and 
harsh voices, like a troop of women, in discordant sounds, 
and thought verily that he had brought home a fit and 
convenient servant for their purpose. But when they per- 
ceived that it was not even an hind ? instead of a maiden, 
but rather a makeshift ass for a man, they began to reprove 
him with great scorn, saying that he had not brought a 
servant for them, but rather a stalling ass for himself. 
“Howbeit,” quoth they, “Keep this pretty beast not wholly 
for your own delight, but let us, your darling doves, likewise 
have him at commandment.” 

Therewith all babbling in this wise, they led me into 
the stable, and tied me to the manger; and there was a 
certain stout young man with a mighty body, well skilled 
in playing on flutes, whom they had bought in a market 
with the money they had collected; and he walked before 
their procession, playing the horn when they carried round 
their goddess, and at home he shared in all their labours and 
they made great use of him. Now he, as soon as he espied 
me, entertained me very well, for he filled my rack and 
manger with meat, and spake merrily, saying: “O master 
ass, you are welcome; now you shall take my office in hand: 
you are come to supply my room, and to ease me of my 
miserable labour: I pray God thou mayest long live and 
please my master well, to the end thou mayest continually 
deliver my weary sides from so great pain and labour.” 
When I heard his words, I did prognosticate my new misery 
to come. The day following I saw them apparelled in divers 
colours, and hideously tricked out, having their faces rud- 


2 The usual reference to the story of Iphigenia. 
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dled with paint, and their eyes tricked out with grease, mitres 
an their heads, vestments coloured like saffron, surplices 
of silk and linen; and some ware white tunics painted with 
purple stripes that pointed every way like spears, girt with 
belts, and on their feet were yellow shoes; and they attired 
the goddess in silken robe, and put her upon my back. Then 
they went forth with their arms naked to their shoulders, 
bearing with them great swords and mighty axes, shouting 
and dancing like mad persons to the sound of the pipe. 
After that we had passed many small villages, we fortuned 
to come to a certain rich man’s house, where at our first 
entry they began to how] all out of tune and hurl themselves 
hither and thither, as though they were mad. They made a 
thousand gests with their feet and their heads; they would 
end down their necks and spin round so that their hair 
flew out ina circle; they would bite their own flesh; finally, 
every one took his twy-edged weapon and wounded his arms 
in divers places. Meanwhile there was one more mad than 
the rest, that fetched many deep sighs from the bottom of 
his heart, as though he had been ravished in spirit, or re- 
plenished with divine power, and he feigned a swoon and 
frenzy, as if (forsooth) the presence of the gods were not 
“wont to make men better than before, but weak and sickly. 
Mark then how by divine providence he found a just and 
‘worthy recompense: after that he had somewhat returned . 
‘to himself, he invented and forged a great lie, noisily 
_prophesying and accusing and charging himself, saying that 
he had displeased the divine majesty of the goddess by doing 
of something which was not convenable to the order of 
their holy religion, wherefore he prayed that vengeance | 
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might be done of himself. And therewithal he took a whip, 
such as is naturally borne by these womanish men, with 
many twisted knots and tassels of wool, and strung with 
sheep’s knuckle-bones, and with the knotted thongs scourged 
his own body very strong to bear the pain of the blows, so 
that you might see the ground to be wet and defiled with 
the womanish blood that issued out abundantly with the 
cutting of the swords and the blows of the scourge: which 
thing caused me greatly to fear to see such wounds and 
effusion of blood, lest the same foreign goddess should like- 
wise desire the blood of an ass for her stomach, as some men 
long for ass’s milk. After they at last were Weary, or at 
least satisfied with rending themselves, they ceased from 
this bloody business: and, behold, they received from the 
inhabitants, who offered eagerly, into their open bosoms 
Copper coins, nay silver too, vessels of wine, milk, cheese, 
flour and wheat; and amongst them there were some that 
brought barley to the ass that carried the goddess: but the 
greedy whoresons thrust all into their sacks which they 
brought for the Purpose, and put them upon my back, to 
the end I might serve for two purposes, that is to say: for 


the barn by reason of my corn, and for the temple by reason 


of the goddess that I bare. 
In this sort they went from place to place robbing all the 


country over; at length they came to a certain town, purpos- _ 
ing to make good cheer there, being glad at a great gain © 
| 


they had gotten, where, under colour of divination, they 
brought to pass that they obtained a fat ram of a poor 
husbandman for the goddess’s supper, and to make sacrifice 
withal. After that the banquet was richly prepared, they 
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washed their bodies, and brought in a lusty young man of 
the village to sup with them; and when he had scarce tasted 
a few herbs before the supper they began to discover their 
beastly customs and inordinate desires. For they compassed 
him round about as he sat, to abuse him, but when mine 
eyes would not long bear to behold this horrible fact, I 
could not but attempt to utter my mind and say, “O 
masters,” but I could pronounce no more but the first 
letter “O,” which I roared out very clearly and valiantly 
and like an ass; but at a time inopportune, for some young 
men of the town, seeking for a stray ass that they had lost 
the same night, and searching diligently all the inns, heard 
my voice within the house; whereby they judged that I had 
been theirs, but concealed in a hidden place, and resolving 
to manage their own business, they entered altogether un- 
awares, and found these persons committing their vile 
abomination. This when they saw they called all the neigh- 
‘pouring inhabitants and declared to them their unnatural 
villainy, mocking and laughing at this the pure and clean 
chastity of these priests. Then they, ashamed at the report 
which was dispersed throughout all the region there of their 
beastly wickedness, so that they were justly hated and de- 
spised of all, about midnight brought together all their 
trumpery and departed away from the town. When we had 
passed a good part of our journey before the rising of the 
sun, and were now come into a wide desert in the broad 
_ day, thy conspired much together to slay me. For after they 
‘had taken the goddess from my back and set her gingerly 
upon the ground, they likewise took off all my harness and 
bound me surely to an oak, and then beat me with that whip 
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which was knotted with sheep’s bones, in such sort that they 
had well nigh killed me. Amongst them there was one that 
threatened to cut my hamstrings with his hatchet, because 
by my noise I had so famously hurt his pure chastity; but 
the others, regarding more the image that lay upon the 
ground than my safety, thought best to spare my life; and 
so they laded me again, driving me before them with their 
naked swords till they came to a noble city. There the prin- 
cipal patron, who was in every way a man very religious, 
and especially bearing high reverence unto the goddess, came 
in great devotion to meet us when he heard our tinkling 
cymbals and tapping drums and the soft strain of the 
Phrygian music, and received her and all our company 
as a pious host into his great house, and he hastened with 
much sacrifice and veneration to appease her godhead. 

But there, I remember, I thought myself in most danger 
of all my life; for there was one that brought venison to 
the master of the house, a side of a fat buck, for a present; | 
which being hanged carelessly behind the kitchen door, not 
far from the ground, was clean eaten up by a hunting grey- 
hound that came in, who, joyful to have gotten his prey, 
escaped the eyes of them that watched. The cook, when he | 
Saw the venison devoured, reproving his own negligence, — 
lamented and wept to no purpose, and because supper-time 
approached nigh, when his master should now call for the 
meat, he sorrowed and feared greatly; and bidding farewell 
to his little child, he took a halter to hang himself; but his | 


good wife, perceiving whereabout he went, ran inconti- | 


nently to him, and taking the deadly halter in both her | 


hands stopped him of his purpose, saying: “O husband, are 


| 


| 
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you out of your wits with this present trouble? What intend 
you to do? See you not a chance remedy before your eyes 
ministered unto you by divine providence? I pray you, hus- 
band, if you have any sense left in this storm of fortune, 
listen attentively to my counsel: carry this strange ass out 
into some secret place and kill him; which done, cut off 
one of his sides, and sauce it well like the side of the buck, 
and set it before your master in place thereof.” Then the 
naughty rascal, the cook, was well pleased to slay me, to 
save himself, and praised greatly the shrewd counsel of his 
wife; and to bring his purpose to pass, he went to the whet- 
‘stone to sharp his tools accordingly for the butchery he had 
promised. 


BOOK Ix 


In this manner the traitorous cook prepared himself te. 
slay me: and when he was ready with his knives to do his 
feat, I devised with myself how I might escape the present 
peril, and I did not long delay, for incontinently I brake 
the halter wherewith I was tied, I dashed forth at full 
speed, and flinging my heels hither and thither, at length to 
save myself I ran hastily through a passage that was near, 
burst into a parlour where the master of the house was 
feasting after the sacrifice with the priests, and disquieted 
all the company, throwing down their meats and drinks 
and even the table itself. The master of the house, dis- 
mayed at my great disorder, strictly commanded one of his 
servants to take me up as a savage and wanton ass, and lock 
me in some strong place to the end I might disturb them no 
more; but I regarded my imprisonment as my safety, con- 
sidering that by my clever colouring and deceit I was hap- 
pily delivered from the hands of the traitorous cook. 

Howbeit, if fortune be opposite, nothing may prosper a. 
man, nor may the fatal disposition of the divine providence | 
be avoided or changed by wise counsel, nor by any whole- 
some remedy: for that very deceit, which seemed to have | 
found for me safety for the moment, brought upon me a | 


grievous danger, nay well nigh utter destruction: for by and 
204 
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by, as they were familiarly whispering together, a lad came 
running into the parlour, all trembling and fearful in his 
countenance, and declared to the master of the house that a 
mad dog had run in from the next lane and had rushed furi-~ 
ously into the back gate; which had done much harm, for he 
had bitten many greyhounds and thence had entered the 
stable and had with like savagery attacked most of the 
beasts; nor finally had he spared men, for there was one 
Myrtilus a muleteer, Hephaestion a cook, Hypatarius a 
chamberlain, and Apollonius a physician, nay many more, 
who (thinking to chase away the mad dog) were cruelly 
bitten by him; and, indeed, many horses and other beasts 
had been infected with the venom of his poisonous teeth 
and become mad likewise. This thing caused them all at the 
table greatly to fear, and thinking that I had been made 
mad by being bitten and was mad in like sort, they snatched 
‘up all manner of weapons and came out exhorting one an- 
other so to keep off the common destruction of all, them- 
selves rather a prey to the same disease of madness. Verily, 
with their spears, clubs, and pitchforks, which their servants 
easily found for them, they had torn me limb from limb, 
had I not by and by observed the storm of sudden danger 
and crept into a chamber, where my masters intended to 
lodge that night. Then they closed and locked fast the doors 
about me, and kept the chamber round, till such time as they 
thought that they would not have to meet me in battle and 
the pestilent rage of madness should have killed me. Now 
‘when I was thus shut in the chamber, I had at last gained 
my liberty, a and taking the gift that fortune had sent me, 
to be alone, I laid me down upon the bed to sleep, consider- 
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ing it was long time past since I lay and took my rest as : 
man doth. 

When morning was come, and that I was well reposec 
by the softness of the bed, I rose up lustily. In the mear 
season I heard them which watched about the chamber al 
night reason with themselves in this sort: “Verily,” quot 

ne, “I think the ass be still raving.” “So think not,” quott 
another, “For the outrageous poison of madness hath killec 
him.” But being thus in divers opinions, they determined 
put them to the test and looked through a crevice, and espiec 
me standing still, sober and quiet, in the middle of the 
chamber; and then they opened the doors and came toward: 
me to prove whether I were gentle or no. Amongst who 
there was one, which in my opinion was sent from heaver 
to save my life, that put forward a proof to see whether ] 
were sane: and he willed the others to set a basin of fain 
water before me, and thereby they should know whether J 
were mad or no, for if I did drink without fear, as I accus- 
tomed to do, it was a sign that I was whole and free of al] 
disease, where contrary if I did fy and abhor the sight and 
taste of the water, it was an evident proof of my continuec 
madness; which thing he said that he had read in ancient 
and credible books. Whereupon they agreed thereto and tool 
a basin of clear water from a spring hard by and presented 
it before me, hesitating and delaying still; but I, as soon 
as I perceived the wholesome water of my salvation, rant 
incontinently and, thrusting my head into the basin, drank 
all that water, that was truly water of salvation to.me, a 
though I had been greatly athirst. Then did I suffer them te 
stroke me with their hands, and to bow my ears, and. te 
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take me by the halter and aught else that they dared, so 
that I might, by taking each thing in good part, disprove 
their mad presumption by my meekness and gentle be- 
haviour. When I was thus delivered from this double dan- 
ger, the next day I was laded again with the trappings of 
‘the goddess and other trumpery, and was brought out into 
‘the way with rattles and cymbals, to beg in the villages 
which we passed by according to our custom. And after that 
we had gone through a few hamlets and castles, we for- 
‘tuned to come to a certain village, which was builded (as 
the inhabitants there affirmed) among the ruined founda- 
tions of a famous and ancient city. And after that we had 
turned into the next inn, we heard of a pretty jest com- 
mitted in the town there, in the matter of the cuckoldry of 
a certain poor man, which I would that you should know 
_dikewise. 

There was a man dwelling in the town, very poor, that 
had naught to live upon but that which he got by his labour 
as a smith and the travail of his hands: his wife too was 
_very poor, but known to be lascivious and exceeding given 
to the desire of the flesh. Now it fortuned on a day that 
while this man was gone betimes in the morning about his 
business, according as he accustomed to do, his wife’s lover 
secretly came into his house to have his pleasure with her. 
_ And so it chanced that during the time that he and she were 
busking together, her husband, suspecting no such matter, 
returned suddenly home praising the chaste continency of 
_his wife, in that he found his doors fast locked and closed; 
wherefore, as his custom was, he whistled to declare his 
coming home. Then his crafty wife, ready with present 
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shifts, loosed her lover from her embrace and hid him in 
a great tub standing in a corner, and it was very ruinous and 
dirty, but empty withal; and then she opened the door, blam- 
ing her husband in this sort: “Comest thou home so every 
day empty with thy hands wrapt in thy cloke? And bringest 
nothing by thy accustomed labour to maintain our house? 
Thou hast no regard for our profit, neither providest fer 
any meat or drink, whereas I, poor wretch, do nothing day 
and night but wear my sinews with spinning, and yet my 
travail will scarce find the candles to lighten our hut. O 
how much more happy is my neighbour Daphne, that eateth 
and drinketh at her pleasure, and well foxed passeth the 
time with her amorous lovers according to her desire.” 
“What is the matter?” quoth her husband, much grieved at 
that she said, “Though our master hath business in the 
market and hath made holiday for us, yet think not but that 
I have made provision for our supper this day; dost thou 
not see this tub that keepth a place here in our house in 
vain, and doth us no service save to hinder us in our coming, 
and going? Behold I have sold it to a good fellow (that 
now cometh) for five pence, and he will pay the money 
and carry it away. Wherefore I pray thee lend me thy; 
hand that I may mend it and take it up and deliver him the: 
tub.” His wife (having invented a present shift) laughed. 
boldly on her husband, saying: “What a notable and goodly 
merchant have I gotten in you, to fetch away my tub for; 
so little for which I, poor woman that sit all day alone! 
in my house, have been proffered long ago seven pence!” 
Her husband, being well pleased at the greater price, de 
manded what he was that would give so much. “Look, 
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fool,” quoth she, “He is gone under to see where it be 
sound or no.” 

Then her lover, which was under the tub, began to stir 
that his words might agree to the words of the woman, and 
said: “Dame, will you have me tell the truth? This tub is 
old and rotten and cracked as meseemeth on every side.” 
And then he turned himself to her husband, colouring the 
matter and saying: “I pray, honest man, whoever you be, 
light a candle that I may make the tub clean within, to see 
if it be for my purpose or no, for I do not mind to cast 
away my money wilfully.” This clever husband by and 
by, suspecting nothing, delayed not to light a candle, say- 
ing: “I pray you, good brother, put not yourself to so much 
pain, but stand by and let me make the tub clean and ready 
for you”; whereupon he put off his coat and took the light 
and crept under the tub to rub away the old filth from the 
sides. In the mean season the minion lover cast his wife 
on the bottom of the tub, and had his pleasure with her over 
his head, and she, like the very harlot that she was, played 
a merry prank upon her husband; for as she was in the midst 
of her pastime, she turned her head on this side and that 
side, shewing now this and now that to be cleansed, till as 
they had both ended their business, and then he delivered 
seven pence for the tub: and then the poor smith must him- 
self carry it on his back to the lover’s lodging. 

_ After that we had tarried there a few days at the cost 
and charges of the whole village, and had gotten much 
money by our divination and prognostication of things to 
come, those good priests invented a new mean to pick men’s 
purses; for they had one lot whereon was written this cheat- 


210 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


ing answer, which they gave for every enquiry; and it was: 
“The oxen tied and yoked together: do plough the ground 
to the intent it may bring forth her increase.”* And by these 
kind of lots they deceived many of the simple sort: for if 
one had demanded whether he should have a good wife or 
no, they would say that his lot did testify the same, that he 
should be tied and yoked to a good woman and have in= 
crease of children: if one demanded whether he should buy 
lands and possessions, they said that there was much reasoa 
in the mentioning of the oxen and the yoke, which foretold 
that he should have much ground that should yield his in- 
crease: if one demanded the advice of heaven whether he: 
should have a good and prosperous voyage, they said he 
should have good success because that now these gentlest 
of beasts were joined together and ready to go, and that 
of the increase of the soil should be his profit: if one de-. 
manded whether he should vanquish his enemies, or prevail! 
in pursuit of thieves, they said that the oracle foretold vic-. 
tory, for that his enemies’ necks should be brought under 
the yoke, and that a rich and fertile gain should be gotten) 
from the thieves’ booty. | 

Thus by the telling of fortunes so cleverly and cunningly. 
they gathered a great quantity of money; but when they) 
were weary with giving of answers, they drove me away: 
before them the next night, through a lane which was more: 


} 


dangerous and stony than the way which we had gone 


1 Adlington has here a marginal note, “So used feigned Egyptians of 
late years in England,” and the practice of the trade has not varied 
since his time. Adlington did not attempt a poetical version of the 
lines. I may perhaps quote that of the late Dean Farrar: 

“The patient oxen plough the soil, 
And harvests rich repay their toil.” 
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before; for it was full of deep and gaping holes, sometimes 
wet with quagmires and foggy marshes, and sometimes very 
slippery with mud and filth, whereby my legs failed me 
with often stumbling and falling, in such sort that I could 
scarce come wearily and with bruised legs to the plain field- 
paths. And behold by and by from behind a great company 
of the inhabitants of the town, armed with weapons and 
on horseback, overtook us, hardly pulling up the horses of 
their car, for they galloped furiously, they incontinently ar- 
rested Philebus and his priests, and tied them by the necks 
and beat them cruelly, calling them sacrilegious thieves and 
vile robbers, and after that they had manacled their hands 
they urged them furiously again and again: “Shew us,” 
quoth they, “The cup of gold, the temptation of your crime, 
which you have taken privily away from the very shrine of 
the Mother of the gods, under the colour of your solemn 
religion, which you must needs perform secretly shut up 
in her temple; and now you think to escape in the night 
without punishment for your deed, leaving the boundaries 
of town and setting secretly forth before it be yet light.” 
By and by one came towards me, and thrusting his hand 
into the bosom of the goddess which I bare, found and 
brought out before them all the cup which they had stole: 
howbeit, for all their robbery which appeared evident and 
plain, those accursed and vile creatures would not be con- 
founded or abashed, but, jesting and laughing out the 
matter, began to say: “Is it reason, masters, that you should 
thus rigorously intreat us, as often befalls innocent men, 
and threaten to bring the faithful priests of religion into 
danger of death for a small trifling cup, which the Mother 
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of the gods determined to give to her sister for a present?’ 
Howbeit, for all their lies and cavillations, they were car. 
ried back to the town and put in prison by the inhabitants 
who, taking the cup of gold and the image of the goddes: 
which I bare, did put and consecrate them amongst the 
treasure of the temple. The next day I was carried to the 
market to be sold by the voice of the crier, and again my 
price was set; but I was sold at seven pence more thar 
Philebus gave for me. There fortuned to pass by a baker 
of the next village, who, after that he had bought a great 
deal of corn, bought me likewise to carry it home, an¢ 
when he had well laded me therewith, he drove me througk 
a stony and dangerous way to his bakehouse. 

There I saw a great company of horses that went round 
and round in the mill turning the stones and grinding of 
corn: and not by day only, but at night also they must 
needs still work at the mill and make flour in those engines 
that never stood still: but lest I should be discouraged at 
the first, my master entertained me well in a luxurious 
place; for the first day I had a holiday and did nothing 
but fare daintily at a full manger. Howbeit, such mine ease 
and felicity did not long endure; for the next day follow- 
ing I was tied to the greatest mill (as it seemed to me) 
betimes in the morning with my face covered, and placed: 

‘ in asmall path of a circle to the end in turning and winding: 
so often one way I might keep a certain course and tread: 
in my own path again and again. But I forgat not my wis-. 

dom and careful prudence so as to lend myself too easily to: 
the new labour, for although when I was a man I had, 
seen many such horse-mills, and knew well enough how; 


| 
| 
} 
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they should be turned, yet feigning myself ignorant of such 
kind of toil I stood still and would not go, whereby I 
thought I should be taken from the mill as an ass unapt, 
and put to some other lighter labour, or else to be driven 
into the fields to pasture: but my subtlety did me small 
profit, for by and by when the mill stood still, the many 
servants came about me armed with sticks, whereas I sus- 
pected nothing, mine eyes being covered, and suddenly when 
a sign was given they cried out and plentifully beat me for- 
ward, in such sort that I could not stay to advise myself, 
because of the sudden attack and noise, but leaned sturdily 
against my rope and went briskly on my appointed path; 
whereby all the company laughed to see so sudden a change. 

When a good part of the day was past, so that I was not 
able to endure any longer, they took off my harness, and 
tied me to the manger; but although my bones were weary, 
and that I needed to refresh myself with rest and proven- 
der, being utterly dead with hunger, yet I was so curious 
and anxious also, that I did greatly delight to behold the 
horrible fashion of the baker’s mill, in so much that I could 
not eat nor drink while I looked on, although there was 
food in plenty. O good Lord, what a sort of poor slaves 
were there; some had their skin bruised all over black and 
blue, some had their backs striped with lashes and were but 
covered rather than clothed with torn rags, some had their 
members only hidden by a narrow cloth, all wore such 
ragged clouts that you might perceive through them all their 
naked bodies, some were marked and burned in the fore- 
head with hot iron$, some had their hair half clipped, some 
had shackles on their legs, ugly and evil favoured, some 
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could scarce see, their eyes and faces were so black and 

dim with smoke, their eyelids all cankered with the dark- 

ness of that reeking place, half blind and sprinkled black 

and white with dirty flour like boxers which fight together 

befouled with sand. But how should I speak of the horses 

my companions, how they, being old mules or weak horses, 

thrust their heads into the manger and ate the heaps of| 
straws? They had their necks all wounded and worn away. 
with old sores, they rattled their nostrils with a continual 
cough, their sides were bare with continued rubbing of their: 
harness and great travail, their ribs were broken and the: 
bones did show with perpetual beating, their hoofs were: 
battered very broad with endless walking, and their whole: 
skin ragged by reason of mange and their great age. When: 
I saw this dreadful sight, I greatly began to fear lest I 
should come to the like state: and considering with myself’ 
the good fortune which I was sometime in when I was at 
man, I greatly despaired and lamented, holding down my 
head, but I saw no comfort or consolation of my torments, 
saving that my mind and my inborn curiosity was some-. 
what recreated to hear and understand what every man said. 
and did, for they neither feared nor doubted my presence... 
At that time I remembered how truly Homer, the divine. 
author of ancient Poetry among the Greeks, described him. 
to be a wise man, which had travelled divers countries and. 
nations, and by straitly observing them all had obtained 
great virtue and knowledge. Wherefore I do now give 
great thanks to my assy form, in that by that mean I have. 
seen the experience of many things, and am become more. 
experienced (notwithstanding that I was then very little. 
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wise). But I will tell you a pretty and handsome jest, which 
cometh now to my remembrance, to the intent your ears 
may be delighted in hearing the same, and I do now begin it. 
The baker which bought me was an honest and sober 
man, but his wife the most pestilent woman in all the world, 
in so much that he endured with her many miseries and 
afflictions to his bed and house, so that I myself did secretly 
pity his estate and bewail his evil fortune: for there was not 
‘one single fault that was lacking to her, but all the mis- 
chiefs that could be devised had flowed into her heart as 
‘into some filthy privy; she was crabbed, cruel, cursed, 
drunken, obstinate, niggish, covetous in base robberies, ridt- 
‘ous in filthy expenses, an enemy to faith and chastity, a 
-despiser of all the gods whom others did honour, one that 
‘affirmed that she had instead of our sure religion an only 
god by herself, whereby, inventing empty rites and cere- 
monies, she deceived all men, but especially her poor hus- 
band, delighting in drinking wine, yea, early in the morn- 
ing, and abandoning her body to continual whoredom. ‘This 
“mischievous quean hated me in such wonderful sort that 
she commanded every day, before she was up, that I, the 
new ass, should be put in the mill to grind: and the first 
thing which she would do in the morning, when she had 
left her chamber, was to see me cruelly beaten, and that I 
| should grind and be kept from the manger long after the 
other beasts did feed and take rest. When I saw that I was 


so cruelly handled, she gave me great desire to learn her 
rE, 
_ 1It is supposed that Apuleius represents this abandoned woman as 
a Christian, and so expresses his dislike and contempt of the new 


- religion. 
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conversation and her life; for I saw oftentimes a young 
man, which would privily go into her chamber, whose face 
I did greatly desire to see, but I could not, by reason mine 
eyes were covered every day: and verily, if I had been free 
and at liberty, I would have discovered all her abomination. 
She had an old woman, a bawd, a messenger of mischief, 
that daily haunted to her house, and made good cheer with 
her at breakfast, and then they would drink wine unmixed, 
and after this first skirmish they would contrive and plot 
to the utter undoing and impoverishment of her husband: 
but I, that was greatly offended with the negligence of 
Fotis, who made me an ass instead of a bird, did yet com- 
fort myself for the miserable deformity of my shape by 
this only mean, in that I had long ears, whereby I might 
hear all things that were done even afar off. 

On a day I heard the shameless old bawd say to the 
baker’s wife: “Dame, you have chosen (notwithstanding 

"my counsel) a young man to your lover, who as meseemeth 

is dull, fearful, without any grace, and dastardly coucheth 
at the frowning looks of your odious husband, whereby you 
have no delight nor pleasure with him. How far better is 
the young man Philesitherus, who is comely, beautiful, in 
the flower of his youth, liberal, courteous, valiant, and stout 
against the diligent pryings and watches of husbands, alone 
worthy to embrace the worthiest dames of this country, and 
alone worthy to wear a crown of gold, be it for one part 
alone that he played with clever wit to one that was jealous 
over his wife. Hearken how it was, and then judge the 
diversity of these two lovers. 

“Know you one Barbarus, a senator of our town, whom 
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the vulgar people call likewise Scorpion for his peevish 
manners? This Barbarus had a gentlewoman to his wife, 
of exceeding beauty, whom he caused daily to be enclosed 
within his house with diligent custody.” Then the baker’s 
wife said: “I know her very well, for her name is Arete, 
and we two dwelled together at one school.” “Then you 
know,” quoth the old woman, “The whole tale of Phile- 
sitherus?” “No, verily,” said she, “But I greatly desire to 
know it: therefore I pray you, mother, tell me the whole 
story.” By and by the old woman, which knew well to 
babble, began to tell as followeth: 

“You shall understand that on a day this Barbarus, 
preparing himself to ride abroad, and willing to keep the 
chastity of his wife (whom he so well loved) alone to 
himself, called his man Myrmex (whose faith he had tried 
and proved in many things) and secretly committed to him 
the custody of his wife, threatening him, that if any man 
did but touch her with his finger as he passed by, he would 
not only put him in prison, and bind him hand and foot, but 
also cause him to be put to death cruelly and shamefully; 
which words he confirmed by oath of all the gods in heaven, 
and so he departed careless away, leaving Myrmex to follow 
his wife with all diligence. When Barbarus was gone 
Myrmex, being greatly astonished and afraid at his master’s 
threatenings, was exceeding constant and fixed in his pur- 
pose, and would not suffer his mistress to go abroad, but 
as she sat all day a-spinning, he was so careful that he sat 
by her; and when night came he went with her to the baths, 
holding her by the garment, so faithful he was to fulfil the 
commandment of his master. Howbeit, the beauty of this 
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noble matron could not be hidden from the burning eyes of 
Philesitherus, who considering her great chastity, and how 
she was diligently kept by Myrmex, was greatly set afire, 
and ready to do or suffer aught to gain her; and so he 
endeavoured by all kind of means to enterprise the matter, 
and to break through the serene guard of her house, and 
remembered the fragility of man, that might be enticed and 
corrupted with money, since by gold even adamant gates 
may be opened. On a day when he found Myrmex alone, 
he discovered his love, desiring him to shew his favour to: 
heal him thereof (otherwise he intended and should cer-. 
tainly die unless he soon obtained his desire) with assurance: 
that he need not fear, as he might privily be let in alone: 
and under the covering of the night, without knowledge 
of any person, and in a moment come out again. To these, 
and other gentle words, he added a wedge which might 
violently split the hard tenacity of Myrmex; for he shewed 
him glittering new gold pieces in his hand, saying that he 
would give his mistress twenty crowns, and him ten. 

“Now Myrmex, hearing these words, was greatly 
troubled, abhorring in his mind to commit so wicked a 
mischief; wherefore he stopped his ears, and turning his 
head departed away. Howbeit, although far apart and hay- 
ing now speedily gotten him home, the glittering hue of 
these crowns could never out of his mind, but he seemed 
to see the money, which was so worthy a prey, before his 
eyes. Wherefore, poor Myrmex was tossed on the waves | 
of opinions and was utterly distracted and could not tell 
what to do; for on the one side, he considered the promise 
which he had made to his master, and the punishment which — 
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should ensue if he did contrary, while on the other side, 
he thought of the gain and passing pleasure of the crowns 
of gold. In the end the desire of the money did more pre- 
vail than the fear of death, for the desire of the flourishing 
crowns was not abated by distance of space, but it did even 
jnvade his dreams in the night time, and where the menaces 
of his master compelled him to tarry at home, the pestilent 
avarice of the gold egged him out of doors; wherefore, 
putting all shame aside without further delay, he declared 
the whole matter to his mistress; who, according to the 
light nature of women, when she heard him speak of so 
great a sum, put her chastity in pawn to the vile money. 
-Myrmex, seeing the intent of his mistress, was very glad, 
and hastened to the ruin and breaking of his faith, and for 
great desire that the gold should not only be his, but that 
he might handle the same instantly, ran hastily to Phile- 
‘sitherus, declaring that his mistress had consented to his 
mind, wherefore he demanded the gold which he promised ; 
and then incontinently Philesitherus delivered him ten 
golden crowns, who had never before possessed even money 
of copper. When night came, Myrmex brought him dis- 
guised and covered into his mistress’s chamber; but, about 
midnight, when he and she were together making the first 
sacrifice of love unto the goddess Venus, behold, her hus- 
band (contrary to their expectation) came and knocked at 
the door, calling with a loud voice and beating upon it with 
a stone. Their long tarrying increased the suspicion of the 
master, in such sort that he threatened to beat Myrmex 
cruelly: but he, being troubled with fear, and driven to his 
latter shifts, excused the matter as best he could, saying that 


: 
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he could not find the key, by reason it had been hidden curi- 
ously away and that the night was so dark. In the mean 
season Philesitherus, hearing the noise at the door, slipt om 
his coat (yet barefoot, because of his great confusion) and 
privily ran out of the chamber. When at last Myrmex had 
fitted the key into the lock and opened the door to his 
master that still threatened terribly by all the gods, and! 
had let him in, he went into the chamber to his wife; in: 
the mean while Myrmex let out Philesitherus, and when he: 
had seen him pass the threshold, he barred the doors safe,. 
and went to bed, fearing nothing. 

“The next morning, when Barbarus was about leaving: 
his chamber, he perceived two unknown slippers lying under: 
his bed, in the which Philesitherus had entered the night: 
before. Then he conceived a great suspicion and jealousy in| 
his mind: howbeit, he would not discover his heart’s sorrow - 
to his wife, neither to any other of his household, but putting » 
secretly the slippers in his bosom, commanded his other ser-_ 
vants to bind Myrmex incontinently, and to bring him 
quickly bound to the justice after him, groaning and wail-| 
ing inwardly within himself, and thinking verily that by 
the means of the slippers he might track out the matter. It 
fortuned that while Barbarus went through the street to- 
wards the justice with a countenance of fury and rage, and | 
Myrmex fast bound followed him weeping, not yet because | 
he was found guilty before the master, but by reason he | 
knew his own conscience guilty and therefore he cried bit- 
terly and called upon the mercy which availed him nothing, 
behold, by adventure Philesitherus (going about other 
earnest business) fortuned to meet them by the way; who, 
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fearing the matter which he so suddenly saw, yet not utterly 
dismayed, remembering that which he had forgotten in his 
haste, and conjecturing the rest, did suddenly invent a mean, 
for that he was of great confidence and present mind, to 
excuse Myrmex; for he thrust away the slaves and ran upon 
him and beat him wildly about the head with his fists, say- 
ing: ‘Ah, mischievous varlet that thou art, and perjured 
knave, it were a good deed if thy master here would put 
thee to death, and all the gods whom thou hast hastily swal- 
lowed down with thy false swearing, for thou art worthy 
to be imprisoned in a dark dungeon, and to wear out these 
irons, that stolest my slippers away when thou wert at the 
baths yesternight.’ Barbarus, hearing these words, was utterly 
convinced and deceived by the timely subtlety of that clever 
youth, and returned incontinently home, and calling his 
servant Myrmex, forgave him and commanded him to de- 
liver the slippers again to the right owner, whence he had 
‘stolen the same.” 

The old woman had scarce finished her tale, when the 
baker’s wife began to say: “Verily she is blessed, and most 
blessed, that hath the free fruition of so worthy a lover; 
‘but as for me, poor wretch, I am fallen into the hands of 
-a coward, who is afraid every clap of the mill, and dares do 
nothing before the blind face of yonder scabbed ass.” ‘Then 
| the. old woman answered: “I promise you certainly, if you 
will, you shall have this young man, that is firm and con- 
‘stant of mind, as well as smart and brisk, at your pleasure 
this very evening,” and therewithal she departed out of the 
“chamber, appointing to return at night. In the mean season, 
the baker’s chaste wife made ready a lordly supper with 
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abundance of wine and exquisite fare, fresh meat and 


gravy, and waited for the coming of the young man as for 
some god: for it happened by good fortune that her husband 
supped at a fuller’s that lived next door. When, therefore, 
the day was coming towards its term, so that my harness 
should be taken off and that I should rest myself in peace. 
I was not so joyful of my liberty, as that the veil being 
taken from mine eyes, I should see all the abomination of 
this mischievous quean. When night was come and the sun 
gone down beneath the sea to lighten the under part of the 
earth, behold the old bawd and the young lover at her side 
came to the door; and he seemed to me but a boy by reason 
that his cheeks were yet smooth and bright, and very pleas- 
ant: then the baker’s wife kissed him a thousand times, and 
receiving him courteously, placed him down at the table. 
But he had scarce taken any first draught nor eaten the 
first morsel, when the good man (contrary to his wife’s 
expectation) returned home, for she thought he would not 
have come so soon! but, Lord how she cursed him, good 
woman, praying God that he might break his legs at the 
first entry in. In the mean season she caught her lover, 
that was now very pale and trembling, and thrust him into 


the bin that lay near by some chance, where she accustomed. 


to sift her flour, and dissembling her wickedness by her 
wonted craft, put on a firm countenance and asked of her 
husband why he came home so soon, and left the supper of 
his dear friend so early. “I could not abide,” quoth he, deeply 
sighing, “To see so great a mischief and wicked fact which 
my neighbour’s wife committed, but I must run away. Oh, 
how good and trusty a matron she seemed, but what a harlot 
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is she become, and how she hath dishonoured her husband! 
I swear by this goddess Ceres that if I had not seen it with 
mine eyes I would never have believed it.” His wife, made 
desirous by his words to know the matter, desired him to 
tell what she had done; and she ceased not to urge him until 
he accorded to the request of his wife, and ignorant of the 
state of his own house, declared the mischance of another, 
You shall understand,” said he, “That the wife of the 
fuller my companion, who seemed to be a wise and chaste 
woman, regarding her own honesty and the profit of her 
house, had begun secretly to love a knave, and did often 
meet him: and this very night, as we came back to supper 
from the baths, he and she were together. Then she was 
troubled by our sudden presence and thrust him into a mew 
made with twigs, built up high with rods woven in and 
out, and appointed to lay on clothes to make them white 
with the smoke and fume of brimstone: and so he being 
very safe hidden therein (as she thought) she sat with us 
at the table to colour the matter. In the mean season the 
young man, covered in the mew, could not forbear oft 
sneezing, by reason of the sharp smoke, for he was wholly 
surrounded and choked with the heavy fumes of this lively 
sublimate. The good man, thinking it had been his wife that 
sneezed (for the noise thereof came from behind her back) 
cried, as they art wont to say, ‘Christ help’; but when he 
sneezed more and more, he suspected the matter, and willing 
to know who it was, rose, pushing back the table, and went 
to the mew, where he found the young man now choked 
well nigh dead with smoke. When he understood the whole 
matter he was so inflamed with anger at this outrage that 
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he called for a sword to kill him: and undoubtedly he had 
so done, had not I hardly restrained his violent hands from, 
his purpose, that had brought danger unto us all, assuring 
him that his enemy would die with the force of the brim- 
stone without any harm which he might get from it: how- 
beit, my words would not appease his fury, but as necessity 
required he took the young man well nigh choked, and car- 
ried him out at the doors to the nearest lane. In the mean 
season I counselled his wife and did persuade her to leave 
his shop and absent herself at some neighbour’s house till 
the choler of her husband was pacified, lest he should be 
moved against her, and do her some harm and to himself 
also. And so being weary of their supper, I forthwith re- 
turned home.” 

When the baker had told this tale, his impudent and rash 
wife began to curse and abhor the wife of the fuller, calling 
her whore and shameless, and a great shame to all the sex 
of women, in that she had lost all modesty, broken the bond 
of her husband’s bed, turned his house into a bawdy-house, 
and had lost the dignity of a spouse to become an harlot; 
and said that such women were worthy to be burned alive. 
But knowing her own guilty conscience and proper 
whoredom, that she might the sooner save her lover from 
hurt lying in the bin, she willed her husband now early to 
go to bed, but he, having lost his supper and eaten nothing, 
said gently that he would sup before he went to rest: where- 
fore she was compelled, though very unwilling, to set such 
things on the table as she had prepared for her lover. But I 
was much troubled in heart, as considering the past great 
mischief of this wicked quean and her present obstinacy and 
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impudence, and devised with myself how I might help my 
master by revealing the matter, and by kicking away the 
cover of the bin (where like a snail the young man was 
couched) make her whoredom apparent and known. As I 
was tormented by the insult put upon my master, at length 
I was aided by the providence of God, for there was a 
lame old man to whom the custody of us was committed, 
that drove me, poor ass, and the other horses in a herd to 
the water to drink, and the time was then come; then had 
I good occasion ministered to my revenge, for as I passed 
by I perceived the fingers of the young man in the narrow 
space under the side of the bin, and lifting up my heels I 
spurned the flesh thereof with the force of my hoofs, and 
crushed them small, where by the great pain thereof he was 
compelled to cry out, and to throw down the bin on the 
ground, and so the whoredom of the baker’s wife was 
known and revealed. The baker, seeing this, was little moved 
at the dishonesty of his wife, but he took the young man, 
pale and trembling for fear, by the hand, and with cold 
and courteous words spake in this sort: “Fear not any 


trouble from me, my son, nor think that I am so barbarous » 


or cruel or rustical a person that I would stifle thee with the 
smoke of sulphur, as our neighbour the fuller accustometh, 
nor will I punish thee accord to the rigour of the Julian 
law, which commandeth that adulterers should be put to 
“Aeath. No, no, I will not execute any cruelty against so 
fair and comely a young man as you be, but we will divide 
our pleasure between us; I will not sue thee for a division 
of our inheritance, but we will be equal partners by the 
sharing all three of one bed. For never hath there .been 
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any debate nor dissension between me and my wife, but both 
of us may be contented, for I have always lived with her in 
such tranquillity that according to the saying of the wise 
men, the one hath said, that the other holdeth for law; but 
indeed equity will not suffer but that the husband should 
bear more authority than the wife.” With these and like 
smooth and jesting words he led the young man to his 
chamber, and closed his wife in another chamber, whereby 
he might revenge his enemy at his pleasure. On the next 
morrow when the sun’s rays did first usher in the day, he 
called two of the most sturdiest servants of his house, who 
hoist up the young man while he scourged his buttocks well- 
favouredly with rods like a child. When he had well beaten 
him he said: “Art thou not ashamed, that thou art so tender 
and delicate a boy, to refuse the lovers of thine own bud- 
ding age, and to desire the violation of honest marriages, 
and defame thyself with wicked living, whereby thou hast 
gotten the name of an adulterer?” And so he whipped him 
again and chased him out of his house: the young man, the 
bravest of all adulterers, ran away, despairing of his life, 
and did nothing else, save only bewail his striped and aching 
buttocks. Soon after the baker sent one to his wife who 
divorced her away in his name: but she, beside her own 
natural mischief (offended at this contumely, though she 
had worthily deserved the same) had recourse to wicked 
arts and trumpery * that women use, never ceasing till she 

1 Adlington’s note to the passage is worthy of transscription: “In 
like sort do many nowadays go to wise women which are witches, 
when. they have lost silver spoons, or have their cattle hurt to seek 
remedy, but to seek redress by such means is lack of faith, when they 


forsake God and run for help to the devil, with whom, as S. Augus- 
tine sayeth, they shall be damned.” 
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had found out an enchantress, who (as it was thought) could 
do what she would with her sorcery and conjuration. The 
baker’s wife began to entreat her, promising that she would 
largely recompense her, if she could bring one of these 
two things to pass, either to make that her husband might 
be reconciled to her again, or else, if he would not agree 
thereto, to send some ghost or devil into him to dispossess 
the spirit of her husband. Then the witch with her abomi- 
nable science began at first to conjure with the lighter arts 
of her wicked practice, and to make her ceremonies to turn 
the offended heart of the baker to the love of his wife: but 
all was in vain; wherefore angry with her gods, and con- 
sidering on the one side that she could not bring her purpose 
to pass, and on the other side the loss of her gain and the 
little account that was made of her science, she began to 
aim against the life of the baker, threatening to send an ill 
spirit of a certain woman that had died violently to kill him 
by mean of her conjurations. 

But peradventure some scrupulous reader may demand 
me a question, how I, being an ass, and tied always within 
the walls of the mill-house, could be so clever as to know 
the secrets of these women: learn then, T answer, notwith- 
standing my shape of an ass, yet having the sense and knowl- 
edge of a man, how I did curiously find out and know out 
such injuries as were done to my master. About noon there 
came suddenly a woman into the mill-house, very sorrow- 
- ful, clothed in wretched rags, and in gloomy garb like those 
that are accused of a crime, half naked and with bare and 
unshod feet, meagre, exceeding pale and thin, ill-favoured, 
and her hair, which was growing towards white, mixed with 
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cinders and scattering upon her face. This woman gently 
took the baker by the hand, and feigning that she had some 
secret matter to tell him, led him into his chamber, where 
they remained a good space with closed doors. But when 
all the corn was ground that was ready to hand, and the 
servants were compelled to call their master to give them 
more, they called very often at his chamber door, and asked 
that they might have further matter for their labour. But 
when no person gave answer to their often and loud crying, 
they knocked louder to none effect: then they began to mis- 
trust, in so much that with great pushing they brake open 
the door, which was very closely barred; but when they 
were come in, they could not find the woman, but only their 
master hanging dead upon a rafter of the chamber. There- 
upon they cried and lamented greatly, and took his body 
from the noose; and according to the custom, when they 
had mourned him much and washed the body, they per- 
formed all the funeral rites and buried him, much people 
attending. The next morrow the daughter of the baker, 
which was married but a little before to one of the next 
village, came crying with hair awry and beating her breast: 
not because she heard of the sad fortune of her house by 
the message of any man, but because her father’s lament- 
able spirit, with a halter about his neck, appeared to her in 
the night, declaring the whole circumstance of the matter; 
of the wickedness of her stepmother and her whoredom, of 
the witchcraft and how by enchantment he was descended 
to hell. After that she had lamented a good space, and was 
then somewhat comforted by the servants of the house and 
had ceased therefrom, and when nine days were expired, 
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and all was duly done at the tomb, as inheritress to her 
father she sold away all the substance of the house, both 
slaves and furniture and beasts, whereby the goods of one 
household chanced by the operation of fortune into divers 
men’s hands. 

There was a poor gardener amongst the rest, which 
bought me for the sum of fifty pence, which seemed to 
him a great price, but he thought to gain it again by the 
common travail of himself and me. The matter requireth 
to tell likewise, how I was handled in his service. This gar- 
dener accustomed to drive me every morning laden with 
herbs to the next village, and there, when he had sold his 
herbs, he would mount upon my back and return to the 
garden. Now while he digged the ground, and watered the 
herbs, and bent himself to his other business, I did nothing 
but repose myself with great ease: but when the signs of 
heaven were turned in their ordained courses, and the year 
in due order passed by days and by months from the pleasant 
delights of the autumn unto Capricorn, with sharp hail, 
rain, and wintry frosts, I had no stable, but standing always 
under a hedgeside, beneath the unceasing rain and the dews 
of night, was well nigh killed with cold; for my master 
was so poor that he had no lodging for himself, much less 
he had any litter or place to cover me withal; but he him- 
self always lay under a little roof, shadowed and covered 
with boughs. In the morning when I walked, I had no 
shoes to my hoofs to pass upon the sharp ice and frosty mire, 
neither could I fill my belly with meat as I accustomed to 
do; for my master and I supped together and had both one 
fare, and it was very slender, since we had nothing else 
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saving old and unsavoury salads, which were suffered to) 
grow for seed, like long brooms, and all their sweet sap) 
and juice had become bitter and stinking. 

It fortuned on a day that an honest man of the next. 
village was benighted, and constrained, by reason of the 
rain and that it ‘was dark without moon, to lodge (his horse: 
being very weary) in our garden; where although he was} 
but meanly received, yet served well enough considering’ 
time and necessity. This honest man, to recompense our’ 
kindly entertainment, promised to give my master some: 
corn, oil, and two bottles of wine: therefore my master, not. 
delaying the matter, laded me with a sack and empty bottles, | 
and sat upon my bare back and rode to the town, which was | 
seven miles off. When we came to the honest man’s farm, . 
he entertained and feasted my master exceedingly; and it: 
fortuned while they ate and drank together in great amity, , 
there chanced a strange and dreadful case; for there was a. 
hen which ran cackling about the yard, even as though she: 
would have laid an egg; the good man of the house, per-: 
ceiving her, said: “O good and profitable pullet, that now: 
for so long hast fed us every day with thy fruit, thou seem-. 
est as though thou wouldst give us some pittance for our: 
dinner. Oh, boy, put the pannier in the accustomed corner: 
that the hen may lay.” Then the boy did as his master com-- 
manded, but the hen, forsaking her accustomed litter, came: 
towards her master, and laid at his feet an offspring too) 
early indeed, and one that should betoken great ill to come; 
for it was not an egg which every man knoweth, but a: 
chicken, with feathers, claws, and eyes, nay even with a) 
voice, which incontinently ran peeping after his dame. By) 
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ind by happened a more strange thing which would cause 
uny man to’abhor; for under the very table whereon was 
he rest of their meat, the ground opened, and there ap- 
peared a great well and fountain of blood, in so much that 
the drops thereof sprinkled about the table. At the same 
time, while they wondered at this dreadful sight, and feared 
that which the gods should presage thereby, one of the serv- 
ants came running out of the cellar, and told that all the 
wine, which had long before been racked off, was boiled out 
of the vessels, as though there had been some great fire 
under. By and by without the house weasels were seen that 
drew with their teeth a dead serpent; and out of the mouth 
of a shepherd’s dog leaped a green frog, and immediately 
after a ram that stood hard by leaped upon the same dog 
and strangled him with one bite. All these things that hap- 
pened horribly astonished the good man of the house and 
the residue that were present, in so much they could not 
‘tell how they stood or what to do, which first and which 
ast, which more and which less, or with what or how many 
sacrifices to appease the anger of the gods. 

While every man was thus stricken in fear of some 
hideous thing that should come to pass, behold one brought 
‘word to the good man of the house of a great and terrible 
‘mishap. For he had three sons who had been brought up 
in good literature and endued with good manners, in whom 
he greatly gloried. Now they three had great acquaintance 
and ancient amity with a poor man, which was their neigh- 
‘hour and dwelled hard by them in a little cottage. And 
‘next unto that little cottage dwelled another young man 
-yery rich both in lands and goods, but using ill the pride of 
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his high descent, very factious, and tuling himself in the 
‘town according to his own will. This young royster did 
‘ mortally hate this poor man, in so much that he would kil} 
his sheep, steal his oxen, and spoil his corn and other fruits 
before the time of ripeness; yet was he not contented with 
this spoiling of his thrift, but he burned to encroach upon: 
‘the poor man’s ground and by «me empty quarrel of boun- 
daries claimed all his heritage as his own. The poor man,, 
which was very simple and fearful, seeing all his goods: 
taken away by the avarice of the rich man, called together 
and assembled many of his fricuds to shew them in much: 
fear the metes and bounds of his land, to the end he might! 
at least have so much ground of his father’s heritage as: 
might bury him. Amongst whom he found these three: 
brethren as friends to help and aid him as far as they might: 
in his adversity and tribulation. Howbeit the presence of’ 
all these honest citizens could in no wise persuade or frighten; 
this madman to leave his power and extortion, and though | 
at the first he did shew temperance in his tongue, yet of a. 
sudden, the more they went about with gentle words to, 
tell him his faults, the more would he fret and fume, 
Swearing all the oaths under God, and pledging his own life 
and his dearest, that he little regarded the presence of the 
whole city, and incontinently he would command his ser- 
vants to take the poor man by the ears, and carry him out of 
-his cottage and thrust him afar off. This greatly offended all 
the standers-by; and then forthwith one of the brethren 
spake unto him somewhat boldly, saying: “It is but a folly 
to have such affiance in your riches, and to use your tyran- 
nous piide to threaten, when as the law is common for the 
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joor alike, and a redress may be had by it to suppress the 


nsolence of the rich.” 


These words made his harsh temper to burn more than - 


il on flames, or brimstone in a fire, or a Fury’s scourge of 
whips, and he became furious to madness, saying that they 
should be all hanged and their laws too, before he would 
be subject to any person: and therewithal he called out his 
bandogs and great mastiffs that followed the sheep on his 
farm, which accustomed to eat the carrion and carcasses of 
dead beasts in the fields, and had been trained to set upon 
such as passed by the way. These he commanded should be 
put upon all the assistants to tear them in pieces; and as 
soon as they heard the accustomed hiss of their masters the 
shepherds, ran fiercely upon them, roused to madness, and 
barking very horridly, invading them on every side, wound- 
ing and tearing them, and not sparing even them that sought 
to fly, in so much that the more they fled to escape away, the 
more cruel and terrible were the dogs. It fortuned amongst 
all this fearful company, that in running the youngest of 
the three brethren stumbled at a stone, and bruising his toes 
fell down to the ground to be a prey to these wild and furi- 
‘ous dogs, and they came upon him and tare him in pieces 
‘with their teeth, whereby he cried out bitterly: his other two 
brethren, hearing his lamentable voice, ran towards him to 
help him, casting their cloaks about their left arms, and 
‘took up stones to defend their brother and chase away the 
dogs. But all was in vain, for they could not make to cease 
‘nor drive away the fierce beasts, but they must see their 
brother dismembered in every part of his body; who, lying 
‘at the very point of death, desired his brethren to revenge 
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his death against the cruel tyrant, and therewithal he gave 
up the ghost. The other two brethren, perceiving so great 
a murder, did not only despair of their only safety, but 
neglected their own lives and madly dressed themselves 
against the tyrant, and threw a great number of stones at 
him; but the bloody thief, exercised to such and like mis=: 
chiefs, took a spear and thrust one of them clean through: 
the body. Howbeit, although utterly destroyed, he fell net 
down to the ground: for the spear that came out at his back: 
ran into the earth with the force of the thrust and sustained | 
him up quivering in the air. By and by came one of this: 
tyrant’s servants, the most sturdiest of the rest, to help his: 
master; and at his first coming, he took up a stone and threw’ 
it from afar at the third brother, and struck his left arm, , 
but by reason the stone ran by the ends of his fingers it: 
fell to the ground and did not hurt him, which chanced | 
otherwise than all men’s expectation was. Then did this; 
fortunate chance give the young man, that was very wise, 
a hope for vengeance; for he feigned that his arm was; 
greatly wounded, and spake these words unto the cruel 
bloodsucker: “Now mayst thou, thou wretch, triumph upon 
the destruction of all our family; now mayst thou feed thy 
insatiable cruelty with the blood of three brethren; now 
mayst thou rejoice at the fall of thy fellow-citizens: yet 
think not but that how far soever thou dost remove and 
extend the bounds of thy land by depriving of poor men, 
thou shalt still have some neighbour: but how greatly am [ 
sorry in that by the injustice of fate I have lost mine arm 
wherewithal I minded to cut off thy head.” When he had 
spoken these words, the furious thief was the more enraged 
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nd drew out his dagger, and running upon the young man 
hought verily to have slain him: but it chanced that he had 
ttacked one no whit weaker than he, for the young man 
esisted him stoutly beyond all his expectation, and buckling 
ogether by violence seized his right hand: which done, he 
oised the weapon, and oft striking made the rich thief to 
rive up his guilty ghost, and to the intent the young man 
would escape the hands of the servants, which came running 
o assist their master, with the same dagger that dripped 
with his enemy’s blood he cut his own throat. These things 
were signified by the strange and dreadful wonders which 
fortuned in the house of the wretched man, who, after he 
had heard these sorrowful tidings, could in no wise even 
silently weep, so far was he stricken into dolour, but pres- 
ently taking the knife wherewith he had but now divided 
the cheese and other meat for his guests, he cut his own 
throat with many blows like his most unhappy son, in such 
sort that he fell head foremost upon the board and washed 
away with the streams of his blood in most miserable man- 
ner those prodigious drops which had before fallen thereon. 

Hereby was my master the gardener deprived of his 
hope, and pitying very greatly the evil fortune of the house, 
which in a brief moment of time had thus fallen in ruins, 
and getting instead of his dinner the watery tears of his 
eyes, and clapping oft-times together his empty hands, 
mounted upon my back, and so we went homeward the same 
way as we came. Yet was our return not free from harm: 
for as we passed by the way we met a tall soldier (for so 
his habit and countenance declared) which was a legionary, 
who with proud and arrogant words spake to my master in 
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this sort: “Whither lead you this ass unladen?” My master, 
still somewhat astonished and fearful at the strange sights 
which he saw before, and ignorant of the Latin tongue,, 
rode on and spake never a word. The soldier, unable te: 
refrain his proper insolence and offended at his silence as: 
it were an insult, struck him with a vinestick which he held: 
on the shoulders, and thrust him from my back. Then my; 
master gently made answer that he knew not his tongue and 
so understood not what he said; whereat the soldier angrily 
demanded again, but in Greek, whither he rode with his: 
ass: “Marry,” quoth he, “To the next city.” “But L3! 
quoth the soldier, “Have need of his help, to carry the: 
trusses of our captain with the other beasts from yonder: 
castle”; and therewithal he took me by the halter, and! 
would violently have taken me away: but my master, wiping: 
away from his head the blood of the blow which he ree. 
ceived of the soldier, desired him gently and civilly to take: 
some pity upon him, and to let him depart with his own, 
conjuring him by all that he hoped of good fortune, and! 
affirming that his slow ass, well nigh dead with sickness, 
could scarce carry a few handfuls of herbs from his garden, 
hard by, being very scant of breath; much less he was able: 
to bear any greater trusses. But when he saw the soldier: 
would in no wise be entreated, but was the more bent on his 
own destruction, and ready with his staff to cleave my mas- 
ter’s head with its thicker part, being desperate he fell down 
grovelling at his feet, under colour to touch his knees and | 
move him to some pity; but when he saw his time, he took: 
the soldier by the legs and cast him upon the ground: then) 
straightway he buffeted him, thumped him, bit him, and} 
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ok a stone and beat his face and his sides, so that he, being 
rst laid along the ground, could not turn or defend him- 
lf, but only threaten that if ever he rose he would chop 
m in pieces. The gardener, when he heard him say 50, 
as advised and drew out his sword which he had by his 
de, and when he had thrown it far away, he knocked and 
sat him more cruelly than he did before, in so much that 
e soldier as he lay all hurt with wounds could not tell by 
hat means to save himself, but only by feigning he was 
ead. Then my master took the sword and mounted upon 
back, riding straight in all haste to the next village; but 
e had no regard to go to his garden, and when he came 
lither, he turned into one of his friends’ house and de- 
lared all the whole matter, desiring him to save his life, 
nd to hide himself and his ass awhile in some secret place, 
yat he might be hid for the space of two or three days, 
ntil such time as all danger were past. Then his friend, 
ot forgetting the ancient amity between them, entertained 
im willingly, and tying my legs drew me up a pair of 
‘airs into a chamber, while my master, remaining in the 
hop, crept into a chest and lay hidden there with the cover 
losed fast. 

The soldier (as I afterwards learned) rose up at last 
s one awakened from a drunken sleep, but he could scarce 
‘0 by reason of his wounds, howbeit, at length, by little 
nd little, through aid of his staff, he came to the town; 
ut he would not declare the matter to any person, nor 
omplain to any justice, but inwardly digested his injury, 
est he should be accused of cowardice or dastardness. Yet 
n the end he told some of his companions of all the mat- 
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ter that happened; but they advised him that he shoul 
remain for a while closed in some secret place, thinking tha: 
beside the injury which he had received, he should be ac- 
cused of the breach of his faith and soldier’s oath, by reasor 
of the loss of his sword, and that they should diligently 
learn the signs and appearance of my master and me te 
search him out and take vengeance upon him. At last, thers 
was an unfaithful neighbour that told them where we were: 
then incontinently the soldiers went to the justice, declare 
ing that they had lost by the way a silver goblet of the 
captain’s, very precious, and that a gardener had found it, 
who, refusing to render up the goblet, was hidden in one 
of his friends’ house. By and by the magistrate, understand- 
ing the loss of the captain, and who he was, came to the 
doors where we were, and in a loud voice exhorted our 
host that it were better to deliver up my master than ta 
incur pain of death; for most certainly he was hiding us. 
Howbeit, these threatenings could not enforce him to cons 
fess that he was within his doors, and he was nothing afrai 
but by reason of his faithful promise, and for the safeguards 
of his friend, he said that he knew naught of us, nor sai 
he the gardener a great while. The soldiers said contrary. 
swearing by the deity of the Emperor that he lay there, an 
nowhere else. Whereby, to know the verity of the matter, 
the magistrates commanded their serjeants and ministers t 
search every corner of the house; but there they could finds 
nobody, neither gardener nor ass. Then was there a greatl 
contention between the soldiers and our host, for they said} 
we were within the house, calling often upon Caesar in} 
their oaths; and he said no, and swore much and often by 
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the gods to the same intent. But I, that was an ass very 
rious and restless in my nature, when I heard so great 
noise craned my neck and put my head out of a little 
ndow to learn what the stir and tumult did signify. It 
rtuned that one of the soldiers, spying about, perceived 
y shadow, whereupon he began to cry, saying that he had 
rtainly seen me: then they were all glad and a great 
outing arose, and they brought a ladder and came up into 
e chamber and pulled me down like a prisoner ; and when 
ey had found me, they doubted nothing of the gardener, 
tt seeking about more narrowly, at length they found him 
uched in a chest. And so they brought out the poor gar- 
ener to the justices, who was committed immediately to 
ison, in order that he might suffer the pain of death; but 
ey could never forbear laughing and jesting how I looked 
it from my window: from which, and from my shadow, 
risen the common proverb of the peeping and shadow of 
1 ass.” 

 /_ a cea aanse rer re 
1 Apuleius has here combined two Greek proverbs of considerably 
eater antiquity than his story, ZE Bvov rapakipews and wrép 
ov cKas. The first is variously explained. There is a tale that a 
ynkey broke some vessels in a potter’s shop by going to look out 
> the window; the potter sued its master for damages, and when 
‘ked by the magistrate the subject of his complaint, answered “of 
1e peeping of an ass”; or it has been explained that, frightened by an 
ss looking on, some game-birds flew suddenly away and avoided or 
roke a fowler’s nets. The other proverb is derived from a story that 
man who hired an ass lay down to sleep in its shadow on a hot 
ay, and the animal’s master objected that he had hired only the ass 


nd not its shadow; and the resulting lawsuit brought into proverbial 
se the expression “about an ass’s shadow” to describe a dispute about 


wholly trivial matter. 


BOOK X 


THE next day how my master the gardener sped I know 
not, but the gentle soldier, who had been so well beaten for 
his exceeding cowardice, led me from my manger to his 
lodging (as it seemed to me) without the contradiction of: 
any man. There he laded me well, and garnished my body 
for the way like an ass of arms. For on the one side T bare 
a helmet that shined exceedingly; on the other side a target 
that glittered more a thousandfold; and on the top of my; 
burden he had put a long spear. Now these things he placed! 
thus gallantly, not because such was the rule of arms, butt 
to the end he might make fear those which passed by, when: 
they saw such a similitude of war piled upon the heap off 
baggage. When we had gone a good part of our journey,, 
over the plain and easy fields, we fortuned to come to ai 
little town, where we lodged, not at an inn, but at a cer=- 
tain corporal’s house. And there the soldier took me to one: 
of the servants, while he himself went carefully towards; 
his captain, who had the charge of a thousand men. 

When we had remained there a few days, I understood! 
of a wicked and mischievous deed committed there, which} 
I have put in writing, to the end you may know the same,, 
The master of the house had a young son instructed in good | 
literature, and therefore endowed with virtuous manners,, 
but especially with shamefastness, such a one as you would! 
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desire to have the like. Now his mother died a long time 
before, and then his father married a new wife, and had 
another child, that was now of the full age of twelve 
years. This stepdame was more excellent in beauty than 
honesty in her husband’s house; for she loved this young 
man her son-in-law, either because she was unchaste by 
nature, or because she was enforced by fate to commit so 
great a mischief. Gentle reader, thou shalt not read of a 
fable, but rather a tragedy, and must here change from 
sock to buskin. This woman, when little Cupid first began 
to do his work in her heart, could easily resist his weak 
strength, and pressed down in silence her desire and inordi- 
nate appetite, by reason of shame and fear; but after that 
Love compassed and burned with his mad fire every part 
of her breast, she was compelled to yield unto this raging 
Cupid, and under colour of disease and infirmity of her 
body to conceal the wound of her restless mind, Every man | 
knoweth well the signs and tokens of love, and how that | 
sickness is convenient to the same, working upon health and 
countenance; her countenance was pale, her eyes sorrowful, . 
her knees weak, her rest disturbed, and she would sigh | 
deeply by reason of her slow torment; there was no comfort | 
) 


in her, but continual weeping and sobbing, in so much you 
would have thought that she had some spice of an ague, 
saving that she wept unreasonably. The physicians knew not 
her ‘disease when they felt the beating of her veins, the 
intemperance of her heat, the sobbing sighs, and her often 
tossing on every side; no, no, the cunning physicians knew 
jt not, but a scholar of Venus’ court might easily conject | 
the whole, seeing one burning without any bodily fire. So | 
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after that she had been long time tormented in her over-| 
mastering affection, and was no more able to keep silence, 
she caused her son to be called for (which word “‘son” she 
would fain put away, that she might not be rebuked of 
shame). Then he, nothing disobedient to the commandment 
of his ailing mother, with a sad and modest countenance, 
wrinkled like some old grandsire, came with due obedience 
into the chamber of his stepdame, the mother of his brother; 
but she, being utterly wearied with the silence that she had 
kept so long to her torment, was in great doubt what she 
might do; for she rejected within herself every word which 
she had before thought most apt for this meeting, and could 
not tell what to say first, by reason of her shame which still 
trembled before its fall. This young man even then suspect- 
ing no ill, with humble courtesy and downcast countenance 
demanded the cause of her present disease. Then she, having 
found the occasion to utter her wicked intent, put on bold- 
ness, and with weeping eyes and covered face began with 
trembling voice to speak unto him in this manner: “Thou, 
thou art the original cause of my present dolour; but thou 
too art my medicine and only health, for those thy comely 
eyes have so pierced through these eyes of mine and are so 
fastened within my breast, that they have kindled therein 
a raging and a roaring fire. Have pity therefore upon me 
that die by thy fault, neither let thy conscience reclaim to 
offend thy father, when as thou mayest save his wife for 
him from death. Moreover, since as thou dost resemble thy 
father’s shape in every point, I do justly fancy thee, seeing 
his image in thy face. Now is ministered unto thee time and 
place; now hast thou occasion to work thy will, seeing that 
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we are alone. And it is a common saying: ‘Never known, 
1ever done.” 

This young man, troubled in his mind at so sudden an 
I, although he abhorred to commit so great a crime, yet 
1e would not be rashly stern to undo her yet more with a 
resent denial, but warily pacified her mind with delay of 
sromise. Wherefore with long speech he promised her to 
Jo all according to her desire: and in the mean season, he 
willed his mother to be of good cheer, and comfort herself 
and look to her health, till as he might find some convenient 
time to come unto her, when his father was ridden forth: 
wherewithal he got him away from the pestilent sight of 
his stepdame. And knowing that this matter touching the 
ruin of all the whole house needed the counsel of wise and 
grave persons, he went incontinently to a sage old man, a 
tutor, and declared the whole circumstance. The old man, 
after long deliberation, thought there was no better mean 
to avoid the storm of cruel fortune to come than to run 
away. In the mean season this wicked woman, impatient of 
any delay how little soever, egged her husband to ride 
abroad to visit some far lands that he had: then she, mad- 
dened by the hope that had now (as she thought) grown 
rife, asked the young man the accomplishment of his 
promise; but he, to avoid the sight of her whom he hated, 
would find always excuses from appearing before her, till 
in the end she understood by the various colour of the mes- 
sages which he sent her that he nothing regarded her. Then 
she, in her fickle mood, by how much she wickedly loved 
him before, by so much and more she hated him now. And 
by and by she called one of her servants who had come with 
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her among her dowry, the worst of all and ready to all. 
mischiefs, to whom she declared all her treacherous secrets., 
And there it was concluded between them two, that the: 
surest way was to kill the young man: whereupon this varlet! 
went incontinently to buy poison, which he mingled with: 
" Wine, to the intent he would give it the innocent young man) 
to drink, and thereby presently to kill him. 

But while the guilty ones were in deliberation how they: 
might offer it unto him, behold, here happened a strange: 
adventure. For the young son of that evil woman that came: 
from school at noon (being very thirsty after his dinner) | 
took the pot wherein the poison was mingled, and ignorant: 
of the hidden venom drank a good draught thereof, which | 
was prepared to kill his brother: whereby he presently fell. 
down to the ground dead. His schoolmaster, annoyed by this | 
sudden chance, called his mother and all the servants of the 
house with a loud voice. Incontinently when the poisoned | 
cup was known every man declared his opinion touching the. 
death of the child; but the cruel woman, the signal example. 
of stepmother’s malice, was nothing moved by the bitter. 
death of her son, or by her own conscience of parricide, or | 
by the misfortune of her house, or by the dolour of her | 
husband, or by the affliction of this death, but rather de- | 
vised the destruction of all her family to fulfil her desire 
‘ to be avenged. For by and by she sent a messenger after her 
husband to tell him the great misfortune which happened 
after his departure. And when he came home the wicked 
woman, putting on a bold face beyond all reason, declared 
that her son had been taken off with his brother’s poison. 
And so far she spoke no lie, inasmuch as the boy had fore- 
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ralled the death that was prepared for the young man; but 
he feigned that he had been for this reason murdered by his 
rrother’s crime, because she would not consent to his evil 
vill which he had had towards her, and told him divers other 
easings, adding in the end that he threatened with his 
word to kill her likewise, because she discovered the fact. 
Then the unhappy father was stricken with a double storm 
sf dolour at the death of his two children, for on the one 
ide he saw his younger slain before his eyes, on the other 
ide he seemed to see the elder condemned to die for his 
offences both of incest and of parricide, and where he be- 
held his dear wife lament in such sort, it gave him further 
occasion to hate his son more deadly. 

But the funerals of his younger son were scarce finished, 
when the old man the father, even at the return from the 
grave, with weeping eyes and his white hair befouled with 
ashes went apace to the justice and worked with all his 
might for the destruction of his remaining son, accusing 
him of the incest that he had attempted, of the slaughter of 
his brother, and how he had threatened to slay his wife; 
knowing naught of that wicked woman’s wiles, he besought 
the magistrates with tears and prayers, yea, even embracing 
their knees, for this son’s death. Hereby with weeping and 
Jamentation he inflamed all the elders and the people as 
well to pity and indignation, in so much that without any 
delay of trial or further inquisition or the careful pleading 
‘of defenders they cried all that he should be stoned to 
death, to the end that this public crime might be publicly 
revenged; but the justices, fearing lest a farther incon- 
‘venience might arise to themselves by a particular vengeance, 
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and to the end there might fortune from a little beginning 
no sedition amongst the people with public riot, prayed the 
decurions and the people of the city to proceed by examina= 
tion of witnesses on both sides, like good citizens, and with | 
order of justice according to the ancient custom; for the 
giving of any hasty sentence or judgement without hearing 
of the contrary part, such as the barbarous and cruel tyrants 
accustom to use, would give an ill example in time of peace 
to their successors. 

This safe opinion pleased every man; wherefore the 
senators and counsellors were called by an herald, who, 
being placed in order according to their dignity, caused first 
the accuser and then only the defender (again by the voice 
of the herald) to be brought forth, and by the example of 
the Athenian law, and judgement of Mars’ hill, their advo- 
cates were commanded to plead their causes briefly, without | 
preambles or motions of the people to pity. (And if you | 
demand how I understand all this matter, you shall under- 
stand that I heard many declare the same in talking among 
themselves, but to recite what words the accuser used in 
his invective, what answer and excuses the defender made, 
in fine the orations and pleadings of each party, verily this 
I am not able to do, for I was fast bound at the manger; 
but as I learned and knew by others, I will, God willing, 
declare unto you.) So it was ordered that after the pleadings 
of both sides was ended, they thought best to try and bolt 
out the verity of the charges by witnesses, all presumptions — 
and likelihoods set apart in so great a case, and to call in 
chiefly the servant, who only was reported to know all the i| 
matter. By and by this rope-ripe slave came in, who, nothing | 
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bashed at the fear of so great a judgement, or at the pres- 
nce of the judges in conclave, or at his own guilty con- 
cience, began to tell and to swear as true all those lies 
which he so finely feigned. With a bold countenance he 
resented himself before the justices, and confirmed the 
ccusation against the young man, saying: “OQ ye judges, 
yn a day when this young man loathed and hated his step- 
nother he called me, desiring me to poison his brother, 
whereby he might revenge himself, and if I would do it, 
und keep the matter secret, he promised to give me a good 
-eward for my pains; but when the young man perceived 
hat I would not accord to his will, he threatened to slay 
me: whereupon he went himself and bought poison, and 
after tempered it with wine, and then gave it me to give 
-o the child; but when he thought that I did it not, but kept 
t to be a witness of his crime, he offered it to his brother 
with his own hands.”? When the varlet with a feigned and 
trembling countenance had ended these words, which seemed 
a likelihood of truth, the judgement was ended: neither was 
there found any judge or counsellor so merciful to the young 
man accused as would not judge him culpable, but rather 
gave sentence that he should be put and sewn in the leather 
sack for parricides.t Wherefore, since the sentences of all 
were alike, and all did agree to the same verdict, there 
wanted nothing but (as the ancient custom was) to put the 
sentences into a brazen pot, and when once they were cast 
thither, the decision of fate being finally taken, it should 
remain a thing irrevocable, but he would be delivered to 


1 The parricide was sewn up in a sack with a dog, a cock, a snake, 
and an ape, and thrown into a river or the sea. 
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the hands of the executioner. Then there arose a sage ancient, 
of the court, a physician of good conscience and credit 
throughout all the city, that stopped the mouth of the pot! 
that none might rashly cast his stone therein, saying thus: 
before the assembly: 

“I am right glad, ye reverend judges, that I am a man of | 
name and estimation amongst you all the days of my life,, 
whereby I am accounted such a one as will not suffer any: 
person to be put to death by false and untrue accusations, , 
neither you (being sworn to judge uprightly) to be misin=: 
formed and abused by inyented lies and tales of a slave. For’ 
I cannot but declare and open my conscience, lest I should be 
found to bear small honour and faith to the gods: wherefore 
I pray you give ear, and I will shew you the whole truth of 
the matter. You shall understand that this servant, which 
hath merited to be hanged, came one of these days to speak 
with me, promising to give me a hundred crowns if I would 
give him a present poison, which would cause a man to die | 
suddenly, saying that he would have it for one that was 
sick of an incurable disease, to the end he might be delivered 
from all his torment. But I, perceiving that the varlet was 
talking foolishness and telling a clumsy tale, and fearing lest 
he would work some mischief withal, gave him a potion, 
yea, I gave it; but to the intent I might clear myself from 
all danger that might happen, I would not presently take 
the money which he offered: but lest any one of the crowns 
should lack weight or be found counterfeit, I willed him 
to seal the purse wherein they were put with his manual — 
ring, whereby the next day we might go together to the 
goldsmith to try them. This he did, and sealed up the money; 
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wherefore understanding that he was brought present before 
you this day, I hastily commanded one of my servants to 
fetch the purse from my house, and here I bring it unto 


you to see whether he shall deny his own sign or no: and. 


you may easily conject that his words are untrue, which he 
alleged against the young man touching the buying of the 
poison, considering he bought the poison himself.” 

When the physician had spoken these words, you might 
perceive how the traitorous knave changed his colour, becom- 
ing deathly pale from the natural complexion of a man, 
how he sweated cold for fear, how he trembled in every 
part of his body, how he set one leg uncertainly before 
another, scratching now this, now that part of his head, and 
began to stammer forth some foolish trifles, his lips but half 
open, whereby there was no person but would judge him 
culpable. In the end when he was somewhat returned to his 
former subtilty, he began to deny all that was said, and 
stoutly affirmed that the physician did lie. But the physician, 
besides the oath which he had sworn to give true judgement, 
perceiving that he was railed at and his words denied, did 
‘never cease to confirm his sayings and to disprove the varlet, 
till such time as the officers, by the commandment of the 
judges, seized his hands and took the ring wherewith he 
had sealed the purse, and laid it by the seal thereon: and 
this augmented the suspicion which was conceived of him 
first. Howbeit neither the wheel nor the rack nor any other 
torment (according to the use of the Grecians) which were 
‘done unto him nor stripes, no nor yet the fire, could enforce 
him to confess the matter, so obstinate and grounded was he 


in his mischievous mind. 
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But the physician, perceiving that those torments did 
nothing prevail, began to say: “I cannot suffer or abide 
that this young man who is innocent should against all law 
and conscience be punished and condemned to die, and the 
other which is culpable should escape so easily, and after 
mock and flout at your judgement: for I will give you an 
evident proof and argument of this present crime. You shal! 
understand that when this caitiff demanded of me a present 
and strong poison, I considered that it was not the part of 
my calling to give occasion of any other’s death, but rather 
to cure and save sick persons by means of medicines.t And 
on the other side I feared lest if I should deny his request 
I might by my untimely refusing minister a further cause 
of his mischief by some other way, either that he would 
buy poison of some other, or else return and work his wicked 
intent with a sword or some dangerous weapon. Wherefore 
I gave him no poison, but a soothing drink of mandragora, 
which is of such force that it will cause any man to sleep 
as though he were dead. Neither is it any marvel if this 
most desperate man, who is certainly assured to be put to 
that death which is ordained by our ancient custom, can 
suffer or abide these facile and easy torments. But if it be 
so that the child hath received the drink as I tempered it 
with mine own hands, he is yet alive and doth but rest and 
sleep, and after his sleep he shall return to life again; but 
if he hath been murdered, if he be dead indeed, then may 
you further enquire of the causes of his death.” 


cv ME Geer 


* Adlington’s marginal note is worth transcribing: “The office of 
a physician is to cure and not to kill, as I have heard tell many phy- 
sicians of speculation have done, before they have come to practice.” 
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The opinion of this ancient physician was found good, 
and every man had a desire to go to the sepulchre where the 
child was laid: there was none of the justices, none of any 
reputation of the town, nor any indeed of the common . 
people, but went to see this strange sight. Amongst them all 
the father of the child removed with his own hands the 
cover of the coffin, and found his son rising up after his 
dead and soporiferous sleep: and when he beheld him as one 
risen from the dead he embraced him in his arms; and he 
could speak never a word for his present gladness, but pre- 
sented him before the people with great joy and consolation, 
and as he was wrapped and bound in the clothes of his 
grave, so he brought him before the judges. Hereupon the 
wickedness of the servant and the treason of the stepdame 
were plainly discovered, and the verity of the matter nakedly 
revealed: whereby the woman was perpetually exiled, the 
servant hanged on a gallows, and by the consent of all the 
physician had the crowns to be a reward for the timely sleep 
which he had prepared for the child. Behold how the great 
and wonderful fortune of the old man brought by the 
providence of God to an happy end, who, thinking to be 
deprived of all his race and posterity, was quickly, nay m 
the twinkling of an eye, made the father of two children. 

But as for me I was ruled and handled by fortune, ac- 
cording to her pleasure: for the soldier which got me without 
a seller and paid never a penny for me, by the command- 
ment of his captain was sent unto Rome in course of his 
duty to carry letters to the great Prince, and before he went 
he sold me for eleven pence to two of his companions, 
brothers, being servants to a man of worship and wealth, 
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whereof one was a baker, that baked sweet bread and deli- | 


cates; the other a cook, which dressed with rich sauces fine 
and excellent meats for his master. These two lived in com- | 
mon, and would drive me from place to place to carry such 
vessels as were necessary for their master when he travelled 
through divers countries. In this sort I was received by these 
two as a third brother and companion, and I thought I was 
never better placed than with them: for when night came 
and the lord’s supper was done, which was always exceed- 
ingly rich and splendid, my masters would bring many good 
morsels into their chamber for themselves: one would bring 
large rests of pigs, chickens, fish, and other good meats; 
the other fine bread, pastries, tarts, custards, and other deli- 
cate junkets dipped in honey. And when before meat they 
had shut their chamber door and went to the baths; O Lord, 
how I would fill my guts with those goodly dishes: neither 
was Iso much a fool, or so very an ass, as to leave the dainty 
meats and grind my teeth upon hard hay. In this sort I 
continued a great space in my artful thieving, for I played 
the honest ass, taking but a little of one dish and a little 
of another, whereby no man mistrusted me. In the end I 
was more hardier and more sure that I should not be dis- 
covered, and began to devour the whole messes of the sweet= 
est delicates, which caused the baker and the cook to suspect 
not a little; howbeit they never mistrusted me, but searched 
about to apprehend the daily thief. At length they began to 
accuse one another of base theft, and to keep and guard the 
dishes more diligently, and to number and set them in 
order, one by another, because they would learn what was 
taken away: and at last one of them was compelled to throw 
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aside all doubting and to say thus to his fellow: “Ts it right 
or reason to break promise and faith in this sort, by stealing 
away the best meat and selling to augment thy private good, 
and yet nevertheless to have thy equal part of the residue 
that is left? If our partnership do displease thee, we will be 
partners and brothers in other things, but in this we will 
break off: for I perceive that the great loss which I sustain 
will at length grow from complaining to be a cause of great 
discord between us.” Then answered the other: “Verily I 
praise thy great constancy and subtileness, in that thou 
(when thou hast secretly taken away the meat) dost begin 
to complain first; whereas I by long space of time have 
silently suffered thee, because I would not seem to accuse 
my brother of a scurvy theft. But I am right glad in that 
we are fallen into communication of this matter, to seek a 
remedy for it, lest by our silence like contention might arise 
between us as fortuned between Eteocles* and his brother.” 
When they had reasoned and striven together in this sort, 
they sware both earnestly that neither of them stole or 
took away any jot of the meat, but that they must conclude 
to search out the thief by all kinds of means in common. 
For they could not imagine or think that the ass, who stood 
alone there, would fancy any such meats, and yet every day 
the best parts thereof would utterly disappear; neither could 
they think that flies were so great or ravenous as to devour 
whole dishes of meat, like the birds harpies which carried 
away the meats of Phineus, king of Arcadia. 

In the mean season, while I was fed with dainty morsels, 


1 Eteocles and Polynices were the two sons of Oedipus who killed 
‘one another in the internecine strife at Thebes. 
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and fattened with food fit for men, I gathered together my 


flesh, my skin waxed soft and juicy, my hair began to shine, — 


and I was gallant on every part; but such fair and comely — 


shape of my body was cause of my dishonour, for the baker 
and the cook marvelled to see me so sleek and fine, consider= 
ing that my hay was every day left untouched. Wherefore 
they turned all their minds towards me, and on a time when 
at their accustomed hour they made as they would go to 
the baths and locked their chamber door, it fortuned that 
ere they departed away they espied me through a little hole 
how I fell roundly to my victuals that lay spread abroad. 
Then they marvelled greatly, and little esteeming the loss 
of their meat laughed exceedingly at the marvellous dainti- 
ness of an ass, calling the servants of the house, one by one 


and then more together, to shew them the greedy gorge and — 
wonderful appetite of a slow beast. The laughing of them — 


all was so immoderate that the master of the house passing 
by heard them, and demanded the cause of their laughter; 
and when he understood all the matter, he looked through 


the hole likewise, wherewith he took such a delectation that 
he had well nigh burst his guts with laughing and com- _ 


manded the door to be opened, that he might see me at his 
pleasure. Then I, beholding the face of fortune altogether 
smiling upon me, was nothing abashed, but rather more bold 
for joy, whereby I never rested eating till such time as the 
master of the house commanded me to be brought out as a 
novelty, nay he led me into his own parlour with his own 
hands, and there caused all kinds of meats, which had been 
never before touched, to be set on the table; and these (al- 
though I had eaten sufficiently before, yet to win the fur- 


| 
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ther favour of the master of the house) I did greedily 
devour, and made a clean riddance of the delicate meats. 
And to prove my mild and docile nature wholly, they gave 
me such meat as every ass doth greatly abhor, for they put 
before me beef and vinegar, birds and pepper, fish and sharp 
sauce. In the mean season, they that beheld me at the table 
did nothing but laugh; then one of the wits that was there 
said to his master: “I pray you, sir, give this feaster some 
drink to his supper.” “Marry,” quoth he, “T think thou 
sayest true, rascal; for so it may be that to his meat this our 
dinner-fellow would drink likewise a cup of wine. Oh, 
boy, wash yonder golden pot, and fill it with wine; which 
done, carry it to my guest, and say that I have drank to 
him.” Then all the standers-by looked on, looking eagerly 
to see what would come to pass; but I (as soon as I beheld 
the cup) stayed not long, but at my leisure, like a good 
companion, gathering my lips together to the fashion of a 
man’s tongue, supped up all the wine at one draught, while 
all who were there present shouted very loudly and wished 
me good health. 

The master, being right joyful hereat, caused the baker 
and the cook which had bought me to come before him; to 
whom he delivered four times as much for me as they paid. 
Then he committed me to one of his most favourite free- 
men, that was very rich, and charged him to look well to 
me, and that I should lack nothing. He obeyed his master’s 
commandment in every point, feeding me with kindness 
and civility; and to the end he would creep further into his 
favour, he taught me a thousand qualities and tricks for his 
pleasure. First he instructed me to sit at the table upon my 
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tail, and then how I should wrestle and dance holding up | 
my fore feet; moreover he taught me (which was much 
more wonderful) how I should answer when anybody spake — 
unto me, with lifting my head if I would not anything, but 
bowing it if I would; and if I did lack drink, I should 
look still upon the minister of drink, winking first with one 
eye and then with the other. All which things I did willingly 
bring to pass, and obeyed his doctrine; howbeit I could have 
done all these things without his teaching, but I feared 
greatly lest in shewing myself cunning to do all like a man, 
without a master, I should portend some great and strange 
wonder, and as a prodigy thereby be slain and thrown out 
to wild vultures. But my fame was spread about in every 
place, and the qualities which I could do, in so much that 
my master was renowned throughout all the country by — 
reason of me. For every man would say: “Behold the gentle- 
man that hath an ass that will eat and drink with him, an | 
ass that will box, an ass that will dance, an ass that under- | 
standeth what is said to him and that will shew his fantasy | 
by signs.” | 
But first I will tell you (which I should have done be- 
fore) who my master was, and of what country. His name 
was Thiasus; he was born at Corinth, which is the principal 
town of all the province of Achaea; he had passed all 
offices of honour in due course according as his birth and 
dignity required, and he would now take upon him the de- 
gree Quinquennial: and now to shew his worthiness to enter 
upon that office, and to purchase the benevolence of every 
person, he appointed and promised public joys and triumphs 
of gladiators, to endure the space of three days. To bring 
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his endeavour for the public favour to pass, he came into 
Thessaly to buy excellent beasts and valiant fighters for the 
purpose, and now when he had bought such things as were 
necessary, and was about returning home, he would not 
journey into his country in his fine chariots or splendid 
wagons, which travelled behind him in the rear, some cov- 
ered and some open, neither would he ride upon Thessalian 
horses, or gennets of France, which be most excellent (by 
reason of their long descent) that can be found; but caused 
me to be garnished and trimmed with trappings of gold, 
with brave harness, with purple coverings, with a bridle of 
silver, with pictured clothes, and with shrilling bells, and in 
this manner he rode upon me lovingly, speaking and en- 
treating me with gentle words, but above all things he did 
greatly rejoice, in that I was at once his servant to bear 
him upon my back, and his companion to feed with him 
at the table. After a long time when we had travelled as 
well by sea as land, and fortuned to arrive at Corinth, the 
people of the town came about us on every side, not so 
much to do honour unto Thiasus as to see me: for my fame 
was so greatly spread there, that I gained my master much 
money: for when the people was desirous to see me play 
pranks, he caused the gates to be shut, and such as entered 
in should pay money; by means whereof I was a profitable 
companion to him every day. 

There fortuned to be amongst the assembly a noble and 
rich matron, that after that she had paid her due to behold 
me was greatly delighted with all my tricks and qualities, in 
so much that she fell marvellously in love with me, and 
‘could find no remedy to her passions and disordinate appetite, 
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but continually desired to have her pleasure with me, like a. 
new Pasiphae, but with an ass. In the end she promised a. 


great reward to my keeper for the custody of me one night, 
who cared for naught but for gain of a little money, and 
accorded to her desire. When therefore I had supped in a 
parlour with my master, we departed away and went inte 
our chamber, where we found the fair matron, who had 
tarried a great space for our coming. Good God, how nobly 
all things there were prepared; there were four eunuchs that 
laid a bed of billowing down on the ground with bolsters 
accordingly for us to lie on; the coverlet was of cloth of 
gold and Tyrian dye, and the pillows small, but soft and 
tender, as whereon delicate matrons accustom to lay their 
heads. Then the eunuchs, not minding to delay any longer 
the pleasure of their mistress, closed the doors of the cham- 


ber and departed away; and within the chamber were wax 


candles that made light the darkness of the night all the 
place over. Then she put off her garments to her naked 
skin, yea even the veil of her bosom, and standing next the 
lamp began to anoint all her body with balm, and mine 
likewise, but especially my nose; which done, she kissed me, 
not as they accustom to do at the stews or in brothel-houses, 
or in the courtesan schools for gain of money, but purely, 
sincerely, and with great affection, casting out these and 
like loving words: “Thou art he whom I love,” “Thou art 
he whom I only desire,” “Without thee I cannot live,” and 


other like preamble of talk, as women can use well enough 
when they mind to shew or declare their burning passions - 


and great affection of love. Then she took me by the halter 
and cast me upon the bed, which was nothing strange unto 
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me, considering that she was so beautiful a matron, and I 
so well blown out with wine, and perfumed with balm, 
whereby I was readily prepared for the purpose. But noth- 
ing grieved me so much as to think how I should with my 
huge and great legs embrace so fair a matron, or how I 
should touch her fine, dainty, and silken skin made of milk 
and honey with my hard hoofs, or how it was possible to kiss 
her soft, her pretty and ruddy lips with my monstrous great 
mouth and stony teeth, or how she, who was so young and 
tender, could receive my love. And I verily thought if I 
should hurt the woman by any kind of means, I should be 
thrown out to the wild beasts: but in the mean season she 
spoke gently to me, kissing me oft, and looked on me with 
burning eyes, saying: “I hold thee my cony, I hold thee my 
nops, my sparrow,” and therewithal she shewed me that all 
my fear was vain, for she oft-times embraced my body 
round about, and had her pleasure with me, whereby I 
thought the mother of Minotaurus did not causeless quench 
her inordinate desire with a bull. When night was passed, 
with much joy and small sleep, the matron went away, 
avoiding the light of day, so that she might not be seen, 
and bargained with my keeper for another night: which he 
willingly granted, partly for gain of money, and partly to 
find new pastime for my master. He, after he was informed 
of all the history of my luxury, was right glad, and rewarded 
my keeper well for his pains, minding to shew in the public 
theatre what I could do; but because they would not suffer 
that noble wife of mine to abide such shame, by reason of 
her dignity, and because they could find no other that would 
suffer even for a great reward so great a reproach, at length 
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they obtained for money an evil woman, which was con= 
demned to be eaten by wild beasts, with whom I should be: 
set in a cage before the people. But first I will tell you what’ 
a tale I heard concerning her. 
This woman had a husband whose father, minding to: 
ride forth, commanded his wife, the young man’s mother, , 
which he left at home great with child, that if she were: 
delivered of a daughter, it should incontinently be killed. 
Now when the time of her delivery came, it fortuned that. 
she had a daughter born while her husband was still abroad, , 
whom she would not suffer to be slain, by reason of the: 
natural affection which she bare unto her child, but declined | 
from the command of her husband and secretly committed. 
her to one of her neighbours to nurse. And when her hus- . 
band returned home, she declared unto him that she was | 
delivered of a daughter, whom, as he commanded, she had. 
caused to be put to death. But when this child came to the 
flower of her age, and was ready to be married, the mother 
knew not by what means she should endow her daughter | 
without that her husband should understand and perceive it. 
Wherefore she could do naught but discover the matter to. 
her son,? as a secret greatly to be hidden and kept dark; for | 
she greatly feared lest he should unawares be urged by the 
natural heat of youth and fancy or fall in love with his own 
sister. The young man understanding the whole matter did | 
(according to his known and proved piety) perform both | 


his duty to his mother and his natural obligation towards his _ 


1 Adlington here inserts in his text an explanation which is not in | 


the Latin but is convenient for following the thread of the story— | 


that the son “was the husband of this woman condemned to be eaten 
of wild beasts.” 
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sister; for he kept the matter utterly secret in his heart, 
feigning that he had towards her no more than common 
human kindness, and so performed the due offices of kin- 
ship and blood that he feigned that she was a neighbour’s 
daughter desolate both of father and mother, that he would 
take her into the protection of his own house, and incon- 
tinently after endowed her largely with part of his own 
goods, and would have married her to one of his especial 
and trusty friends. But although he brought this to pass very 
religiously and sagely, yet in the end none of them could 
avoid the decree of cruel and envious fortune, which sowed 
great sedition in his house. For his wife (who was now for 
this condemned to beasts) waxed jealous of her husband, 
and began to suspect and then to hate the young woman as a 
harlot and common quean, in so much that she invented all 
manner of cruel snares to dispatch her out of the way: and 
in the end she invented this kind of mischief. 

She privily stole away her husband’s ring, and went into 
the country, whereas she commanded one of her servants that 
was trusty to her, but otherwise a faithless varlet, to take the 
ring and to carry it to the maiden: to whom he should de- 
clare that her brother did pray her to come into the country 
to him, and that she should come alone, as soon as she might, 
without any other person. And to the end she should not 
delay, but come with all speed, he did deliver her the ring, 
to be a sufficient testimony of his message. The maiden, be- 

ing very willing and desirous to obey his commandment (for 
she alone knew that he was her brother) and out of respect 
also for his signet, went in all haste alone as the messenger 
‘willed her to do. But when she was fallen into the snare 
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and engine which was prepared for her with such infinite 
cunning, the mischievous woman, like one that were mad 
and possessed with some ill spirit, did strip her husband’s 
sister and scourge her first with rods from top to toe; and 
when the poor maiden called for help with a loud voice and! 
declared the truth of the matter, declaring oft that he was: 
her brother, the wicked harlot (boiling with jealousy and! 
weening that she had invented and feigned the matter) took: 
a burning firebrand and thrust it betwixt her thighs whereby; 
she died miserably. 

He that should be the husband of this maiden, but es-- 
pecially her brother, advertised of her cruel death, came to) 
the place where she was slain, and after great lamentation | 
and weeping they caused her to be buried honourably. The: 
young man, her brother, taking in ill part the miserable : 
death of his sister, and especially the unnatural source: 
whence it came, as it was convenient he should, conceived 
so great dolour within his mind, and was stricken with so. 
pestilent fury of bitter anguish, that he fell into the burn-| 
ing passions of a dangerous ague; whereby he seemed in. 
such necessity that he needed to have some speedy remedy 
to save his life. The woman that slew the maiden, having | 
lost the name of wife together with her faith, went to a. 
certain traitorous physician, who could number many such | 
triumphs as the work of his hands, and promised him fifty 
pieces of gold if he would sell her a present poison that she 
might buy the death of her husband out of hand. This done, 
in presence of her husband she feigned that it was necessary 
for him to receive a certain kind of drink, which the masters 
and doctors of physic do call a sacred potion, to the intent 
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1e might purge colour and scour the interior parts of his 
yody. But the physician, instead of that healthy drink, had 
srepared a mortal and deadly poison, that was rather sacred 
© the healing of the goddess of death, and when he had 
empered it accordingly, he took the pot in presence of all 
he family and other neighbours and friends of the sick 
young man, and offered it unto the patient. But the bold 
and hardy woman, to the end she might destroy him that 
was privy to her wicked intent, and also gain the money 
which she had promised the physician, stayed the pot with 
her hand, saying: “I pray you, master physician, minister not 
this drink unto my dear husband until such time as you 
have drank some good part thereof yourself. For what know 
I, whether you have mingled any poison in the drink or no? 
Wherein I pray you not to be offended, for I know that you 
are a man of wisdom and learning, but this I do to the 
intent the conscience and love that I bear to the health and 
safeguard of my husband may be apparent.” The physician, 
being greatly troubled at the marvellous and stubborn 
wickedness of the mischievous woman, was void of all 
counsel and leisure to consider on the matter, and lest he 
might give any cause of suspicion to the standers-by, or 
show any scruple of his guilty conscience, by reason of 
long delay, he took the pot in his hand and presently drank 
a good draught thereof: which done, the young man, having . 
now no mistrust by this example, drank up the residue. 
When all this was finished the physician would have gone 
immediately home to receive a counter-poison or antidote, 
to expel and drive out the first poison; but the wicked 
“woman persevering in the constant mischief wherein she had 
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begun, would not suffer him to depart one foot until suck 
time (as she said) as the potion should have begun to work: 
and its healthy effect be apparent; and then by much praye: 
and intercession she licensed him to go home. By the way 
the poison invaded the entrails and bowels of the whole bod 
of the physician, in such sort that with great pain and grow- 
ing heaviness he came to his own house: where he had scarce 
time to tell all to his wife, and to will her at least to receive 
the promised salary of the death of two persons, but thi: 
notable physician was violently convulsed and yielded uf 
the ghost. 

The young man also lived not long after, but likewise 
died, amongst the feigned and deceitful tears of his cursed 
wife. A few days after, when the young man was buried 
and the accustomed funerals and dirges ended, the physi- 
cian’s wife demanded of her the fifty pieces of gold which 
she promised for the double murder; whereat the ill-disposed 
woman, keeping still that same constancy in wickedness. 
with resemblance of honesty (for all real honesty she had 
cast away) answered her with gentle words, and made hen 
large promises, particularly that she would presently give 
her the fifty pieces of gold, if she would fetch her a little 
of that same drink to proceed and make an end of all hen 
enterprise. Then, in short, the physician’s wife was caught ink 
the snare of these wicked deceits, and to win the further: 
favour of this rich woman ran incontinently home, andi 
brought her the whole pot of poison; which when she saw, 
having now occasion to execute her further malice, she be+ 
gan to stretch out farther her bloody hands to murder. She} 
had a little young daughter by her husband that was poi-: 


| 
| 
| 
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soned, who, according to order of law, was appointed heir 
of all the lands and goods of her father; but this she bore 
very hard, and lusting after all the child’s heritage, she 
determined to slay it. So knowing that mothers succeed 
their children after such a crime, and receive all their goods 
after their death, she purposed to shew herself a like parent 
to her child as she was a wife to her husband. Whereupon 
at a convenient season she prepared a dinner with her own 
hands, and poisoned both the wife of the physician and her 
own daughter. The child, being young and tender, died 
incontinently by the deadly force of the drink; but the 
physician’s wife, being stout and of strong complexion, feel- 
ing the strong poison creep down into her body and wander 
through her vitals, at first doubted the matter, and then, by 
her labouring breath knowing of certainty that she had 
received her bane, ran forthwith to the judge’s house, and 
what, with her cries as she called upon him and all her 
explanations, she raised up the people of the town, and 
promising them to reveal and shew divers wicked and mis- 
chievous acts, caused that both the doors and ears of the 
judge were opened. When she came in, she declared from 
the beginning to the end the abomination of this woman; 
but she had scarce ended her tale, when a whirling cloud and 
giddiness seized upon her mind in a fit, and shutting fast 
her falling lips, and grinding her teeth together, she fell 
down dead before the face of the judge. He that was a 
ready and prudent man, incontinently would try the truth 
of the matter, and would not suffer the crime of this wicked 
woman, more venomous than any serpent, by long delays 
to remain hidden and unpunished, but caused the cursed 
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woman’s servants to be pulled out of the house and enforce: 
by pain of torment to confess the verity; which bein: 
known, this mischievous woman, far less than she deserved 
but because there could be no more cruel death invented fe 
the quality of her offence, was condemned by him to bi 
eaten of wild beasts. 

Behold with this woman was I appointed to have to di 
in wedlock before the face of all the people; but JI, being 
wrapped in great anguish, and fearing the day of th 
triumph, when we two should so abandon ourselves together 
devised rather to slay myself than pollute my body witk 
this mischievous harlot, and so be defamed as a public sigh: 
and spectacle. But it was impossible for me to do this, con, 
sidering that I lacked human hands, I lacked fingers, and 7 
was not able to draw a sword with my hoofs being roune 
and short; howbeit I did console myself for this utter mis+ 
fortune with a small ray of hope, for I rejoiced in myself 
that springtime was come and was now making all things 
bright with flourishing buds, and clothing the meadows very 
brightly, so that I was in good hope to find some roses now 
bursting through from their thorny coats and breathing 
forth their fragrant odours, to render me to my humar 


shape that I had before as Lucius. | 


When the day of the triumph came, I was led with grea 
pomp and magnificence to the theatre, whither when I wl 
brought, I first saw the preamble of the triumph, dedicated 
with dances and merry taunting jests. In the mean seaso 
I was placed before the gate of the theatre, where on the: 
one side I saw the green and fresh grass growing before the: 
entry thereof, whereon I did gladly feed; and sometimes I 
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onceived a great delectation when I saw, when the theatre 
ates were opened, how all things were finely prepared and 
st forth; for there I might see young boys and maidens in 
he flower of their youth, of excellent beauty and attired 
orgeously, dancing and moving in comely order, according 
» the disposition of the Grecian Pyrrhic dance; for some- 
ime they would trip round together, sometime in length 
bliquely, sometime divide themselves in four parts, and 
ometime loose hands and group them on every side. But 
vhen the last sound of the trumpet gave warning that every 
nan should retire to his place from those knots and circlings 
bout, then was the curtain taken away and all the hang- 
ngs rolled apart, and then began the triumph to appear. 
First there was a hill of wood, not much unlike that 
‘amous hill which the poet Homer called Ida reared up 
exceeding high and garnished about with all sort of green 
rerdures and lively trees, from the top whereof ran down 
. clear and fresh fountain, made by the skilful hands of 
he artificer, distilling out waters below. There were there 
1 few young and tender goats, plucking and feeding daintily 
yn the budding grass, and then came a young man, a shep- 
herd representing Paris, richly arrayed with vestments of 
barbary, having a mitre of gold upon his head, and seeming 
as though he kept the goats. After him ensued another fair 
youth all naked, saving that his left shoulder was covered 
with a rich cloak such as young men do wear, and his head 
shining with golden hair, and as it hung down you might 
perceive through it two little wings of gold; and him the 
rod called Caduceus and the wand did shew to be Mercury. 
He bare in his right hand an apple of gold, and with a 
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seemly and dancing gait went towards him that represented 
Paris, and after that he had delivered him the apple, he 
made a sign signifying that Jupiter had commanded him sa 
to do, and when he had done his message, he departed very 
gracefully away. By and by behold there approached a fair 
and comely maiden, not much unlike to Juno; for she had a 
white diadem upon her head, and in her hand she bare a 
regal sceptre; then followed another resembling Minerva, 
for she had on her head a shining helmet, whereon was 
bound a garland made of olive-branches, having in one 
hand a target or shield, and in the other shaking a spear 
as when she would fight. Then came another, which passed 
the others in beauty, and represented the goddess Venus witht 
the colour of ambrosia: but Venus when she was a maiden, 
and to the end she would shew her perfect beauty, she ap- 
peared all naked, saving that her fine and comely middle 
was lightly covered with a thin silken smock, and this the 
wanton wind blew hither and thither, sometime lifting it 
to testify the youth and flower of her age, and sometime: 
making it to cling close to her to shew clearly the form andk 
figure of her members; her colour was of two sorts, for her 
body was white, as descended from heaven, and her smock 
was bluish, as returning to the sea. After every one of theses 
virgins which seemed goddesses, followed certain waiting: 
servants; Castor and Pollux played by boys of the theatre: 
went behind Juno, having on their heads round pointed 
helmets covered with stars; this virgin Juno in the Ioniam 
manner sounded a flute which she bare in her hand, and 
moved herself quickly and with unaffected gait towards the 
shepherd Paris, shewing by honest signs and tokens and 

| 
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promising that he should be Lord of all Asia if he would 
judge her the fairest of the three, and give her the apple 
of gold. The other maiden, which seemed by her armour to 
be Minerva, was accompanied with two young men, armed 
and brandishing their naked swords in their hands, whereof 
one was named Terror, and the other Fear; and behind 
them approached one sounding his flute in the Dorian man- 
ner, now with shrill notes and now with deep tones to 
provoke and stir the dancers as the trumpet stirreth men to 
battle: this maiden began to dance and shake her head, 
throwing her fierce and terrible eyes upon Paris, and promis- 
ing that if it pleased him to give her the victory of beauty, 
she would make him by her protection the most strong and 
victorious man alive. Then came Venus and presented her- 
self, smiling very sweetly, in the middle of the theatre, 
with much favour of all the people. She was accompanied 
with a great number of little boys, whereby you would have 
judged them to be all Cupids, so plump and fair were they, 
and either to have flown from heaven or else from the river 
of the sea, for they had little wings and little arrows, and 
the residue of their habit according in each point, and they 
bare in their hands torches lighted, as though it had been 
the day and feast of marriage of their lady. Then came in 
a great multitude of fair maidens: on the one side were the 
‘most comely Graces; on the other side the most beautiful 
Seasons, carrying garlands and loose flowers which they 
strewed before her; and they danced very nimbly there- 
with, making great honour to the goddess of pleasure with 
these flowers of the spring. The flutes and pipes with their 
‘many stops yielded out the sweet sound of the Lydian strain, 
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whereby they pleased the minds of the standers-by exceed 
ingly; but the more pleasing Venus moved smoothly fon 
wards more and more with slow and lingering steps, gentli 
bending her body and moving her head, answering by he 
motion and delicate gesture to the sound of the instrument 
"for sometimes her eyes would wink gently with soft motion 
to the music, sometimes threaten and look fiercely, and some: 
times she seemed to dance only with her eyes. As soon a 
she was come before the judge, she made a sign and toke 
that if he would prefer her above the residue of the god 
desses, she would give him the fairest spouse of all the worle 
and one like to herself in every part. Then the youn; 
Phrygian shepherd Paris with a willing mind delivered t: 
Venus the golden apple, which was the victory of beauty. 
Why then do ye marvel, if the lowest of the people, th 
lawyers, beasts of the courts, and advocates that are bu 
vultures in gowns, nay, if all our judges nowadays sell theit 
judgments for money, when as in the beginning of th 
world one only bribe and favour corrupted the sentence be 
tween gods and men, and that one rustical judge and she 
herd, appointed by the counsel of the great Jupiter, sold hi 
first judgement for a little pleasure, which was the caus 
afterwards of the ruin of all his kin? By like manner o| 
mean was another sentence given between the noble Greeks! 
for the wise and excellently learned personage Palameda 
was convicted and attainted of treason by false persuasio! 
and accusation, and Ulysses, being but of moderate valour 
was preferred above great Aiax of most martial prowess 
What judgement was there likewise amongst the Athenia 
lawyers, sage and expert in all sciences? Was not the ollf 
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nan Socrates of divine wisdom, who was preferred by the 
od of Delphi above all the wise men of the world, by envy 
nd malice of wicked persons empoisoned with the herb 
emlock, as one that corrupted the youth of the country, 
yhom in truth always he bridled and kept under by cor- 
ection? Thus did he leave to the men of Athens a stain 
nd dishonour that shall never fade, for we see nowadays 
aany excellent philosophers greatly desire to follow his sect, 
nd for their perpetual study for happiness to swear by his 
ame. But to the end I may not be reproved of indignation, 
y any one that might say: “What, shall we suffer an ass to 
lay the philosopher to us?” I will return to my former 
urpose. 

After the judgement of Paris was ended, Juno and Pallas 
leparted away sadly and angrily, shewing by their gesture 
hat they were very wroth and would revenge themselves on 
aris; but Venus, that was right pleased and glad in her 
eart, danced about the theatre with much joy, together 
vith all her train. This done, from the top of the hill 
hrough a privy spout ran a flood of wine coloured with 
affron, which fell upon the goats in a sweet-scented stream, 
nd changed their white hair into yellow more fair: and 
hen with a sweet odour to all them of the theatre, by 
ertain engines the ground opened and swallowed up the 
ill of wood. Then behold there came a man of arms 
hrough the middle of the space, demanding by the com- 
nandment of the people the woman who for her manifold 
rimes was condemned to the beasts, and appointed for me 
9 do in wedlock withal. Now was our bed finely and bravely 
repared, shining with the tortoise-shell of Ind, rising with 
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bolsters of feathers, and covered with silk and other thin 
necessary; but I, beside the shame to commit publicly thi 
horrible fact and to pollute my body with this wickee 
harlot, did greatly fear the danger of death; for I though 
in myself, that when she and I were together, the savag 
beast appointed to devour the woman was not so instructec 
and taught or would so temper his greediness as that h 
would tear her in pieces at my side and spare me with z 
regard of mine innocency. Wherefore I was more carefa. 
for the safeguard of my life than for the shame that ] 
should abide; and in the mean season, while my master dili4 
gently made ready the bed, and all the residue did prepare 
themselves for the spectacle of hunting and delighted in the 
pleasantness of the triumph, I began to think and devise fon 
myself; and when I perceived that no man had regard tc 
me, that was so tame and gentle an ass, I stole secretly out 
of the gate that was next me, and then I ran away with all 
my force, and came after about six miles very swiftly passe 
to Cenchreae, which is the most famous town of all the 
Corinthians, bordering upon the seas called Aegean an 
Saronic. There is a great and mighty haven frequente 
with the ships of many a sundry nation, and there because 
I would avoid the multitude of people, I went to a secret! 
place of the sea-coast, hard by the sprinklings of the waves, 
where I laid me down upon the bosom of the sand to ease 
and refresh myself; for now the day was past and the 
chariot of the sun gone down, and I lying in this sort 
the ground did fall in a sweet and sound sleep. 


BOOK XI 


_ Apour the first watch of the night, when as I had slept 
my first sleep, I awaked with sudden fear, and saw the 
moon shining bright as when she is at the full, and seeming 
as though she leaped out of the sea. Then I thought with 
myself that this was the most secret time, when that goddess 
had most puissance and force, considering that all human 
things be governed by her providence; and that not only all 
beasts private and tame, wild and savage, be made strong 
by the governance of her light and godhead, but also things 
‘nanimate and without life; and I considered that all bodies 
in the heavens, the earth, and the seas be by her increasing 
motions increased, and by her diminishing motions dimin- 
ished: then as weary of all my cruel fortune and calamity, 
I found good hope and sovereign remedy, though it were 
very late, to be delivered of all my misery, by invocation 
and prayer to the excellent beauty of this powerful goddess. 
Wherefore shaking off my drowsy sleep I arose with a joy- 
ful face, and moved by a great affection to purify myself, I 
plunged my head seven times into the water of the sea; 
which number of seven is convenable and agreeable to holy 
and divine things, as the worthy and sage philosopher 
Pythagoras hath declared. Then very lively and joyfully, 
though with a weeping countenance, I made this oration to 
the puissant goddess: 

“© blessed queen of heaven, whether Thou be the Dame 
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Ceres which art the original and motherly nurse of all! 
fruitful things in the earth, who, after the finding of Thy 
daughter Proserpine, through the great joy which Thou 
didst presently conceive, didst utterly take away and abolish 
the food of them of old time, the acorn, and madest th 
barren and unfruitful ground of Eleusis to be ploughed and! 
sown, and now givest men a more better and milder food; 
or whether Thou be the celestial Venus, who, in the begin 
ning of the world, didst couple together male and female 
with an engendered love, and didst so make an eternal pro- 
pagation of human kind, being now worshipped within the 
temples of the Isle Paphos; or whether Thou be the sister 
of the god Phoebus, who hast saved so many people by 
lightening and lessening with thy medicines the pangs of! 
travail * and art now adored at the sacred places of Ephesus;; 
or whether Thou be called terrible Proserpine, by reason 
of the deadly howlings which Thou yieldest, that hast power: 
with triple face to stop and put away the invasion of hags 
and ghosts which appear unto men, and to keep them down 
in the closures of the Earth, which dost wander in sundry 
groves and art worshipped in divers manners; Thou, which 
dost luminate all the cities of the earth by Thy feminine: 
light; Thou, which nourishest all the seeds of the world by; 
Thy damp heat, giving Thy changing light according to the: 
wanderings, near or far, of the sun: by whatsoever name or 
fashion or shape it is lawful to call upon Thee, I pray; 
Thee to end my great travail and misery and raise up my’ 
fallen hopes, and deliver me from the wretched fortune: 
ote 


1 Diana was the goddess called upon by women in childbirth to) 
help them and assuage their pains, as St. Margaret in later days. 
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vhich so long time pursued me. Grant peace and rest, if it 
lease Thee, to my adversities, for I have endured enough 
abour and peril. Remove from me the hateful shape of 
nine ass, and render me to my kindred and to mine own 
elf Lucius: and if I have offended in any point Thy 
livine majesty, let me rather die if I may not live.” 

-When I had ended this oration, discovering my plaints to 
he goddess, I fortuned to fall again asleep upon that same 
ed; and by and by (for mine eyes were but newly closed ) 
ppeared to me from the midst of the sea a divine and ven- 
able face, worshipped even of the gods themselves. Then, 
y little and little, I seemed to see the whole figure of her 
ody, bright and mounting out of the sea and standing 
efore me: wherefore I purpose to describe her divine 
emblance, if the poverty of my speech will suffer me, or 
er divine power give me a power of eloquence rich enough 
o express it. First she had a great abundance of hair, flow- 
ng and curling, dispersed and scattered about her divine 
yeck; on the crown of her head she bare many garlands 
nterlaced with flowers, and in the middle of her forehead 
was a plain circlet in fashion of a mirror, or rather resem- 
ling the moon by the light that it gave forth; and this was 
yorne up on either side by serpents that seemed to rise from 
he furrows of the earth, and above it were blades of corn 
et out. Her vestment was of finest linen yielding divers 
-olours, somewhere white and shining, somewhere yellow 
ike the crocus flower, somewhere rosy red, somewhere flam- 
ng; and (which troubled my sight and spirit sore) her 
Joak was utterly dark and obscure covered with shining 
slack, and being wrapped round her from under her left 
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arm to her right shoulder in manner of a shield, part of 
it fell down, pleated in most subtle fashion, to the ski ij 
of her garment so that the welts appeared comely. Here 


and there upon the edge thereof and throughout its surface 
the stars glimpsed, and in the middle of them was placedk 
the moon in mid-month, which shone like a flame of fire; 
and round about the whole length of the border of that 
goodly robe was a crown or garland wreathing unbroken, 
made with all flowers and all fruits. Things quite diverses 
did she bear: for in her right hand she had a timbrel of: 
brass, a flat piece of metal curved in manner of a girdle, 
wherein passed not many rods through the periphery of it; 
and when with her arm she moved these triple chords, the | 
gave forth a shrill and clear sound.. In her left hand shez 
bare a cup of gold like unto a boat, upon the handle whereof, 
in the upper part which is best seen, an asp lifted up hi : 
head with a wide-swelling throat. Her odoriferous feet werey 
covered with shoes interlaced and wrought with victoriousd 
palm. Thus the divine shape, breathing out the pleasant 
spice of fertile Arabia, disdained not with her holy voiced 
to utter these words unto me: 

“Behold, Lucius, Iam come; thy weeping and prayer} 
hath moved me to succour thee. I am she that is the natural] 
mother of all things, mistress and governess of all thed 
elements, the initial progeny of worlds, chief of the powers} 
divine, queen of all that are in hell, the principal of the 
that dwell in heaven, manifested alone and under one for ‘i 
of all the gods and goddesses. At my will the planets of the 
sky, the wholesome winds of the seas, and the lamentable! 
silences of hell be disposed; my name, my divinity is adored 
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hroughout all the world, in divers manners, in variable 
uustoms, and by many names. For the Phrygians that are the 
irst of all men call me the Mother of the gods of Pessinus; 
he Athenians, which are sprung from their own soil, 
Secropian Minerva; the Cyprians, which art girt about by 
he sea, Paphian Venus; the Cretans which bear arrows, Dic- 
ynian Diana; the Sicilians, which speak three tongues, in- 
fernal Proserpine; the Eleusians their ancient goddess 
Ceres; some Juno, other Bellona, other Hecate, other 
Rhamnusia, and principally both sort of the Ethiopians, 
which dwell in the Orient and are enlightened by the morn- 
ng rays of the sun, and the Egyptians, which are excellent 
n all kind of ancient doctrine, and by their proper cere- 
monies accustom to worship me, do call me by my true 
name, Queen Isis. Behold I am come to take pity of thy 
fortune and tribulation; behold I am present to favour and 
sid thee; leave off thy weeping and lamentation, put away 
ll thy sorrow, for behold the healthful day which is or- 
jained by my providence. Therefore be ready and atten- 
ive to my commandment; the day which shall come after 
this night is dedicate to my service by an eternal religion; 
my priests and ministers do accustom, after the wintry and 
‘tormy tempests of the sea be ceased and the billows of his 
waves are still, to offer in my name a new ship, as a first- 
fruit of their navigation; and for this must thou wait, and 
not profane or despise the sacrifice in any wise. For the 
sreat priest shall carry this day following in procession, by 
my exhortation, a garland of roses next to the timbrel of 
his right hand; delay not, but, trusting to my will, follow 
chat my procession passing amongst the crowd of the people, 


ST 
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and when thou comest to the priest, make as though thou 
wouldst kiss his hand, but snatch at the roses and thereby pu 
away the skin and shape of an ass, which kind of beast I) 
have long time abhorred and despised. But above all things: 
beware thou doubt not nor fear of any of those my things 
as hard and difficult to be brought to pass; for in this same 
hour that I am come to thee, I am present there also, and 
I command the priest by a vision what he shall do, as here 
followeth: and all the people by my commandment shall be 
compelled to give thee place and say nothing. Moreover, 
think not that amongst so fair and joyful ceremonies, and 
in so good company, that any person shall abhor thy ill- 
favoured and deformed figure, or that any man shall be: 
so hardy as to blame and reprove thy sudden restoration to. 
human shape, whereby they should gather or conceive any. 
sinister opinion of thee; and know thou thjs of certainty, , 
that the residue of thy life until the hour of death shall 
be bound and subject to me; and think it not an injury to 
be always serviceable towards me whilst thou shalt live, | 


be a man. Thou shalt live blessed in this world, thou shalt: 
live glorious by my guide and protection, and when after: 
thine allotted space of life thou descendest to hell, there: 
thou shalt see me in that subterranean firmament shining} 
(as thou seest me now) in the darkness of Acheron, and! 
reigning in the deep profundity of Styx, and thou shalt| 
worship me as one that hath been favourable to thee. And 
if I perceive that thou art obedient to my commandment} 
and addict to my religion, meriting by thy constant chastity | 
my divine grace, know thou that I alone may prolong thy 
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ays above the time that the fates have appointed and or- 
lained.” 

When the invincible goddess had spoken these words and 
nded her holy oracle, she vanished away. By and by when 
’ awaked, I arose, having the members of my body mixed 
vith fear, joy, and heavy sweat, and marvelled at the clear 
yresence of the puissant goddess, and when I had sprinkled 
nyself with the water of the sea, I recounted orderly her 
,dmonitions and divine commandments. Soon after the 
darkness was chased away and the clear and golden sun 
arose, when behold, I saw the streets replenished with peo- 
ple, going in a religious sort, and in great triumph. All 
things seemed that day to be joyful, as well all manner of 
beasts and the very houses, as also even the day itself seemed 
to rejoice. For after the hoar frost of the night ensued the 
hot and temperate sun, whereby the little birds, weening 
that the springtime had been come, did chirp and sing melo- 
diously, making sweet welcome with their pleasant song to 
the mother of the stars, the parent of times, and mistress of 
all the world. The fruitful trees also, both those which re- 
joiced in their fertility and those which, being barren and 
sterile, were contented at the shadow which they could give, 
being loosened by the breathing of the south wind, and 
smiling by reason of their new buds now appearing, did 
gently move their branches and render sweet pleasant shrills; 
the seas were quiet from the roaring winds and the tempests 
of great waves; the heaven had chased away the clouds, and 
appeared fair and clear with his proper light. 

Behold, then more and more appeared the beginnings of 
the pomps and processions, every one attired in regal man- 
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ner, according to his proper habit. One was girded about the 
middle like a man of arms; another bare a spear, and had a| 
cloak caught up and high shoes as a hunter; another was « 
attired in a robe of silk, and socks of gold, with fine orna- - 
ment, having long hair added and fixed upon his head, and } 
walked delicately in form of a woman; there was another 

which ware leg harness and bare a target, an helmet and = + 
spear, like unto a gladiator, as one might believe; after him 

marched one attired in purple, with the rods borne by ver- 

gers before him, like a magistrate; after him followed one - 
with a mantle, a staff, a pair of pantofles, and with a beard 
as long as any goat's, signifying a philosopher; after him 
went one with reeds and lime, betokening him a fowler, 
and another with hooks, declaring a fisher. I saw there a 
meek and tame bear, which in matron habit was carried on | 
a stool; an ape with a bonnet of woven stuff on his head, 
and covered with saffron lawn, resembling the Phrygian } 
shepherd Ganymede, and bearing a cup of gold in his hand; 
an ass had wings glued to his back and went after an old | 
man, whereby you would judge the one to be Pegasus and | 
the other Bellerophon, and at both would you laugh well. , 
Amongst these pleasures and popular delectations, which | 
wandered hither and thither, you might see the peculiar f 
pomp of the saving goddess triumphantly march forward. | 
The women attired in white vestments, and rejoicing in that | 
they bare garlands and flowers upon their heads, bespread | 
the way with herbs, which they bare in their aprons, where 

this regal and devout procession should pass. Others carried | 
shining mirrors behind them which were turned towards the 
goddess as she came, to shew to her those which came after 
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s though they would meet her. Others bare combs of ivory, 
ind declared by their gesture and motions of their arms and 
fingers that they were ordained and ready to dress and adorn 
he goddess’s hair. Others dropped in the ways, as they went, 
yalm and other precious ointments. Then came a great num- 
ber, as well of men as of women, with lamps, candles, 
torches, and other lights, doing honour thereby to her that 
was born of the celestial stars. After that sounded the 
musical harmony of instruments, pipes and flutes in most 
pleasant measure. Then came a fair company of youth ap- 
parelled in white vestments and festal array, singing both 
metre and verse with a comely grace which some studious 
poet had made by favour of the Muses, the words whereof 
did set forth the first ceremonies of this great worship. In 
the mean season arrived the blowers of trumpets, which 
were dedicate unto mighty Sarapis, who, holding the same 
reed sidelong towards their right ears, did give forth a ditty 
proper to the temple and the god: and likewise were there 
many officers and beadles, crying room for the goddess to 
pass. Then came the great company of men and women of 
all stations and of every age which were initiate and had 
taken divine orders, whose garments, being of the whitest 
linen, glistened all the streets over. The women had their 
hair anointed, and their heads covered with light linen; but 
the men had their crowns shaven and shining bright, as be- 
‘ing the terrene stars of the goddess, and held in their hands 
‘timbrels of brass, silver, aye and gold, which rendered forth 
a shrill and pleasant sound. The principal priests, leaders of 
the sacred rites, which were apparelled with white surplices 
drawn tight about their breasts and hanging down to the 
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ground, bare the relics of all the most puissant gods. One 
that was first of them carried in his hand a lantern shining 


forth with a clear light, not very like to those which we use | 
in our houses and light our supper withal at evening-time, - 
for the bowl of it was of gold and rendered from the mid- - 
dle thereof a more bright flame. The second, attired like th= 
other, bare in both hands those pots to which the succouring : 
Providence of the high goddess herself had given their 
name. The third held up a tree of palm, with leaves cun- - 
ningly wrought of gold, and the verge or rod Caduceus of * 
Mercury. The fourth shewed a token of equity, that was a 
left hand deformed in every place and with open palm, and 
because it was naturally more sluggish, and that there was : 
no cleverness nor craft in it, it signified thereby more equity © 
than by the right hand: the same priest carried a round vessel _ 
of gold, in form of a breast, whence milk flowed down. 
The fifth bare a winnowing fan, wrought with sprigs of | 
gold, and another carried a vessel for wine. 

By and by after, the gods deigned to follow afoot as men 
do, and specially Anubis, the messenger of the gods infernal | 
and supernal, tall, with his face sometime black, sometime 
fair as gold, lifting up on high his dog’s head, and bearing 
in his left hand his verge, and in his right hand the green 
branch of a palm-tree. After him straight followed a cow 
with an upright gait, the cow representing the great goddess 
that is the fruitful mother of all, and he that guided her 
supported her as she leaned upon his shoulder, and marched. 
on with much gravity in happy steps. Another carried after 
the secrets of their glorious religion, closed in a coffer. An- 
other was there that bare in his bosom (thrice happy he!) 
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he venerable figure of the godhead, not formed like any 
yeast, bird, savage thing, or human shape, but made by a 
1ew invention, and therefore much to be admired, an em- 
lem ineffable, whereby was signified that such a religion 
yas at once very high and should not be discovered or re- 
vealed to any person; thus was it fashioned of shining gold: 
tt was a vessel wrought with a round bottom, and hollowed 
with wondrous cunning, having on the outside pictures fig- 
ared like unto the manner of the Egyptians, and the mouth 
thereof was not very high, but made to jut out like unto a 
long funnel; on the other side was an ear or handle which 
came far out from the vessel, whereupon stood an asp hold- 
ing out his swelling and scaly neck, which entwined the 
whole as in a knot. 

Finally came he which was appointed to my good for- 
tune, according to the promise of the most puissant goddess. 
For the great priest, which bare the restoration of my 
human shape, by the commandment of the goddess ap- 
proached more and more, carrying in his right hand both 
the timbrel and the garland of roses to give me, which was 
in very deed my crown to deliver me from cruel fortune 
which was always mine enemy, after the sufferance of so 
much calamity and pain, and after the endurance of so 
many perils. Then I, not running hastily by reason of sud- 
den joy, lest I should disturb the quiet procession with my 
beastly importunity, but going softly as a man doth step 
through the press of people, which gave me place by the 
divine command on every side, I went after the priest. Then 
the priest, being admonished the night before, as I might 
well perceive, and marvelling that now the event came Op~ 
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portunely to fulfil that warning, suddenly stood still, and 
holding out his hands thrust out the garland of roses to my 
mouth: which garland I (trembling and my heart beating, 
greatly) devoured with a great affection. As soon as I had 
eaten them, I was not deceived of the promise made unto 
me: for my deform and assy face abated, and first thes 
tugged hair of my body fell off, my thick skin waxed soft! 
and tender, my fat belly became thin, the hoofs of my feet 
changed into toes, my hands were no more feet but returned ¢ 
again to the work of a man that walks upright, my neck]! 
grew short, my head and mouth became round, my long ears’ 
were made little, my great and stony teeth waxed less, like / 
the teeth of men, and my tail, which before cumbered me « 
most, appeared nowhere. Then the people began to marvel, | 
and the religious honoured the goddess for so evident ar 
miracle, which was foreshadowed by the visions which they | 
saw in the night, and the facility of my reformation, 
whereby they lifted their hands to heaven and with one = 
voice rendered testimony of so great a benefit which I re- 
ceived of the goddess. 
When I saw myself in such state, I was utterly astonished | 
and stood still a good space and said nothing; for my mind | 
could not contain so sudden and so great joy, and I could || 
not tell what to say, nor what word I should first speak with || 
my voice newly found, nor what thanks I should render to }/ 
the goddess. But the great priest, understanding all my for- |} 
tune and misery by divine advertisement, although he also 
was amazed at this notable marvel, by gestures commanded 
that one should give me a linen garment to cover me; for as 
soon as I was transformed from the vile skin of an ass to my 
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uman shape, I hid the privities of my body with my hands 
s far as a naked man might do. Then one of the company 
ut off his upper robe, and put it on my back; which done, 
he priest, looking upon me with a sweet and benign coun- 
enance, began to say in this sort: “O my friend Lucius, 
fter the endurance of so many labours and the escape of so 
nany tempests of fortune, thou art now at length come to 
he port and haven of rest and mercy. Neither did thy noble 
ineage, thy dignity, neither thy excellent doctrine anything 
vail thee; but because thou didst turn to servile pleasures, 
y a little folly of thy youthfulness, thou hast had a sinister 
-eward of thy unprosperous curiosity. But howsoever the 
lindness of fortune tormented thee in divers dangers, so 
t is that now by her unthoughtful malice thou art come to 
his present felicity of religion. Let fortune go and fume 
with fury in another place; let her find some other matter 
9 execute her cruelty; for fortune hath no puissance against 
-hem which have devoted their lives to serve and honour the 
majesty of our goddess. For what availed the thieves? The 
beasts savage? Thy great servitude? The ill, toilsome, and 
dangerous ways? The fear of death every day? What 
availed all those, I say, to cruel fortune? Know thou that 
now thou art safe, and under the protection of that fortune 
that is not blind but can see, who by her clear light doth 
lighten the other gods: wherefore rejoice, and take a con- 
venable countenance to thy white habit, and follow with 
joyful steps the pomp of this devout and honourable pro- 
cession; let such, which be not devout to the goddess, see and 
acknowledge their error: ‘Behold, here is Lucius that is de- 
livered from his former so great miseries by the providence 
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of the goddess Isis, and rejoiceth therefore and triumpheth 
of victory over his fortune.’ And to the end thou mayest 
live more safe and sure, make thyself one of this holy order, , 
to which thou wast but a short time since pledged by oath, , 
dedicate thy mind to the obeying of our religion, and take : 
upon thee a voluntary yoke of ministry: for when thou be: - 
ginnest to serve and honour the goddess, then shalt thou fee’ | 
the more the fruit of thy liberty.” 

After that the great priest had prophesied in this manner ° 
with often breathings, he made a conclusion of his words. , 
Then I went amongst the company of the rest and followed _ 
the procession: every one of the people knew me, and point- | 
ing at me with their fingers, or nodding with their heads, — 
they said in this sort: “Behold him who is this day trans- | 
formed into a man by the puissance of the sovereign god- 
dess; verily he is blessed and most blessed that by the 
innocency of his former life hath merited so great grace 
from heaven, and as it were by a new generation is reserved 
straightway to the obsequy of religion.” In the mean season, 
jamid all these loud cries and prayers, by little and little we 
approached nigh unto the sea-coast, even to that place where 
I lay the night before being an ass. There, after the images 
and relics were orderly disposed, was a boat cunningly 
wrought and compassed about with divers pictures according 
to the fashion of the Egyptians, which the great priest did 
dedicate and consecrate with certain prayers from his holy 
lips and purified the same with a torch, an egg, and sulphur, 
dedicating it unto the name of the goddess. The sail of this 
blessed ship was of white linen cloth, whereon was written 
certain letters which should testify the navigation of the 
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new season to be prosperous; the mast was of a great length, 
made of a pine-tree, round, and very excellent, with a shin- 
ing top seen of all eyes; the poop was covered over with 
plates of gold, being in shape like unto a goose’s neck, and 
all the ship was made of citron-tree very fair. Then all the 
people, as well religious as profane, took a great number 
of winnowing fans replenished with odours and pleasant 
smells, and poured libation of milk into the sea, until the 
ship was filled up with large gifts and prosperous devotions, 
when as with a pleasant wind the ropes of the anchor were 
let go and it launched out into the deep while a breeze blew 
fair for that ship alone. And when they had lost the sight 
of the ship, by reason that it was afar off, every man of 
them that bore the holy things carried again that which he 
brought, and went towards the temple in like pomp and or- 
der as they came to the seaside. 

When we were come to the temple, the great priest and 
those which were deputed to carry the divine figures, but 
specially those which had long time been initiate in the re- 
ligion, went into the secret chamber of the goddess, where 
they put and placed the lively images according to their or- 
der. This done, one of the company which was a scribe or 
interpreter of letters, in form of a preacher stood up in a 
chair before the place of the holy college of the Pasto- 
phores* (for so are they named) and calling together their 
whole assembly, from his high pulpit began to read out of a 
book, praying for good fortune to the great Prince, the 
Senate, to the noble order of Chivalry, and generally to all 
the Roman people, and to all the sailors and ships such as be 


1The “shrine-bearers”—the highest order of the Isaic priests. 
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under the puissance and jurisdiction of Rome, and he pro- 


nounced to them in the Grecian tongue and manner this 
word following, “Ploiaphesia,” which signified that it was 
now lawful for the ships to depart; whereat all the people 
gave a great shout, and then replenished with much joy, 
bare all kind of leafy branches and herbs and garlands of 
flowers home to their houses, kissing and embracing the feet 


of a silver image of the goddess upon the steps of the temple. . 
Howbeit I could not do as the rest, for my mind would nos: 
suffer me to depart one foot away, So earnest and attentive - 


was I to behold the beauty of the goddess, with remembrance 
likewise of my great travail and misery which I had en- 
dured. 


In the mean season news was carried throughout the 


country (which goeth as swift as the flight of birds, or as 
the blast of wind) of the grace and benefit which I had re- 


ceived of the goddess, and of my fortune worthy to be had 


in memory. Then my parents of close blood, friends, and | 
servants of our house, understanding that I was not dead as _ 
they were falsely informed, laid by their grief and came 
towards me with great diligence to see me, bearing to me 
gifts, as a man raised from death to life. And I likewise, | 
which did never think to see them again, was as joyful as 1 
they, but would receive none of the honest gifts and obla- | 


tions which they gave, inasmuch as my servants had taken 
care to bring with them enough of such things as was neces- 


sary for my body and my charges. After that I had greeted | 


each according to his kindness, and made relation unto them 
of all my pristine misery and present joys, I went again be- 
fore the face of the goddess, and hired me a house within 
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the cloister of the temple, since I had been set apart for the 
service of the goddess that hitherto had been kept private 
from me, so that I might ordinarily frequent the company 
of the priests, whereby I would wholly become devout to 
the goddess, and an inseparable worshipper of her divine 
name: nor was there any night nor sleep but that the god- 
dess appeared to me, persuading and commanding me to take 
the order of her religion whereto I had been long since fore- 
ordained. But I, although I was endued with a desirous 
good-will, yet the reverend fear of the same held me back, 
‘considering that as I had learned by diligent enquiry her 
obeisance was hard, the chastity of the priests difficult to 
keep, and the whole life of them, because it is set about with 
many chances, to be watched and guarded very carefully. 
Being thus in doubt, I refrained myself from all those 
things as seeming impossible, although in truth I was hasten- 
ing towards them. 

On a night the great priest appeared unto me in a dream 
presenting his lap full of treasure, and when I demanded 
what it signified, he answered that this portion was sent me 
from the country of Thessaly, and that a servant of mine 
named Candidus was thence arrived likewise. When I was 
-awaked, I mused in myself what this vision should portend, 
considering I never had any servant called by that name: but 
whatsoever it did signify, this I verily thought, that such 
offerings of gifts was a foreshew of gain and prosperous 
chance. While I was thus anxious and astonished at my com- 
ing prosperity, I went to the temple, and tarried there till 
the opening of the gates in the morning: then I went in, 
and when the white curtains were drawn aside, I began to 
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pray before the face of the goddess, while the priest pre- 
pared and set the divine things on every altar with solemn 
supplications, and fetched out of the sanctuary the holy | 
water for the libation. When all things were duly per- 
formed, the religious began to sing the matins of the morn- 
ing, testifying thereby the hour of prime. By and by behold | 
arrived my servants which I had left at Hypata, when Fotis | 
entangled me in my maze of miserable wanderings, whe . 
had heard my tale as it seemed, and brought with them even 
my horse, which they had recovered through certain signs 
and tokens which he had upon his back. Then I perceived 
the interpretation of my dream, by reason that beside the 
promise of gain, my white horse was restored to me, which 
was signified by the argument of my servant Candidus. 
This done, I retired the more diligently to the service of © 
the goddess in hope of greater benefits, considering I had re- 
ceived a sign and token, whereby my courage increased every 
day more and more to take upon me the orders and sacra- 
ments of the temple: in so much that I oftentimes com- 
muned with the priest, desiring him greatly to make me 
initiate in the mysteries of the holy night. But he, which was 
a man of gravity and well-renowned in the order of priest- 
hood, very gently and kindly deferred my affection from 
day to day with comfort of better hope, as parents com- 
monly bridle the desires of their children when they attempt 
or endeavour any unprofitable thing, saying that the day 
when any one should be admitted into their order is ap- 
pointed by the goddess, the priest which should minister the 
sacrifice is chosen by her providence, and the necessary 
charge of the ceremonies is allotted by her commandment; 
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ll of which things he willed me to attend with marvellous 
atience: and that I should beware both of too much for- 
jwardness, and of stubborn obstinacy, avoiding either dan- 
rer, that if being called I should delay, or not called I 
thould be hasty. Moreover he said that there was none of 
his company either of so desperate a mind, or so rash and 
hardy unto death as to enterprise receiving this mystery 
without the commandment of the goddess, whereby he 
Thould commit a deadly offence: considering that it was in 
1er power both to damn and to save all persons, and that the 
aking of such orders was like to a voluntary death and a 
‘lifficult recovery to health: and if anywhere there were any 
fit the point of death and at the end and limit of their life, 
jo that they were capable to receive the dread secrets of the 
roddess, it was in her power by divine providence to make 
them as it were new-born and to reduce them to the path 
Hf health. Finally he said that I must therefore attend and 
jvait for the celestial precept, although it were evident and 
Slain that the goddess had already vouchsafed to call and ap- 
Hoint me to the happy company of her ministry, and that 
i! must refrain from profane and unlawful meats, as those 
Yoriests which were already received, to the end I might 
j:ome more apt and clean to the knowledge of the secrets of 
he religion. 

’ Then when he had thus spoken I was obedient unto these 
iwords, and fretted not my duty with lack of patience; but I 
jwas attentive with meek quietness and taciturnity to prove 
ine. I daily served at the temple: and in the end the whole- 
some gentleness of the goddess did nothing deceive me, for 
‘she tormented me with no long delay, but in a dark night 
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she appeared to me in a vision, declaring in words not dark} 
that the day was come which I had wished for so long; she. 
told me what provision and charges I should be at for the 
supplications, and how that she had appointed her principal | 
priest Mithras, that was joined unto my destiny (as she said) | 
by the ordering of the planets, to be a minister with me ir 
my sacrifices. When I had heard these and the other divine : 
commandments of the high goddess, I greatly rejoiced, and | 
arose before day to speak with the great priest, whom I for- 
tuned to espy coming out of his chamber. Then I saluted - 
him, and thought with myself to ask and demand with a. 
bold courage that I should be initiate, as a thing now due; 

but as soon as he perceived me, he began first to say: “O | 
Lucius, now know I well that thou art most happy and | 
blessed, whom the divine goddess doth so greatly accept » 
with mercy. Why dost thou stand idle and delay? Behold | 
the day which thou didst desire with prayer, when as thou | 
shalt receive at my hands the order of most secret and holy | 
religion, according to the divine commandment of this god- 
dess of many names.” Thereupon the old man took me by 
the hand, and led me courteously to the gate of the great |} 
temple, where, after that it was religiously opened, he made 
a solemn celebration and after the morning sacrifice was 
ended, he brought out of the secret place of the temple cer- | 
tain books written with unknown characters, partly painted | 
with figures of beasts declaring briefly every sentence, partly | 
with letters whose tops and tails turned round in fashion of 
a wheel, joined together above like unto the tendrils of a | 
vine, whereby they were wholly strange and impossible to _ 
be read of the profane people; thence he interpreted to me 
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such things as were necessary to the use and preparation of 
mine order. This done, I diligently gave in charge to certain 


| of my companions to buy liberally whatsoever was needful 
jand convenient; but part thereof I bought myself. Then 
he brought me, when he found that the time was at hand, 


to the next baths, accompanied with all the religious sort, 
and demanding pardon of the gods, washed me and purified 
my body according to the custom: after this, when two parts 
of the day was gone, he brought me back again to the temple 
} and presented me before the feet of the goddess, giving me 
a charge of certain secret things unlawful to be uttered, and 
commanding me generally before all the rest to fast by the 
I space of ten continual days, without eating of any beast or 
# drinking of any wine: which things I observed with a mar- 
Tvellous continency. Then behold the day approached when 
as the sacrifice of dedication should be done; and when the 
# sun declined and evening came, there arrived on every coast 
|a great multitude of priests, who according to their ancient 
§ order offered me many presents and gifts. Then was all the 
| laity and profane people commanded to depart, and when 
they had put on my back a new linen robe, the priest took 
4 my hand and brought me to the most secret and sacred place 
‘of the temple. Thou wouldest peradventure demand, thou 
| studious reader, what was said and done there: verily I 
9 would tell thee if it were lawful for me to tell, thou 
wouldest know if it were convenient for thee to hear; but 
}) both thy ears and my tongue should incur the like pain of 
) rash curiosity. Howbeit I will not long torment thy mind, 
| which peradventure is somewhat religious and given to some 
| devotion; listen therefore, and believe it to be true. Thou 
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shalt understand that I approached near unto hell, even t 
the gates of Proserpine, and after that I was ravishe 
throughout all the elements, I returned to my proper place: 
about midnight I saw the sun brightly shine, I saw likewis 
the gods celestial and the gods infernal, before whom i 
presented myself and worshipped them. Behold now have 
I told thee, which although thou hast heard, yet it is neces- 
sary that thou conceal it; wherefore this only will I tell, 
which may be declared without offence for the understané- 
ing of the profane. 

When morning came and that the solemnities were fin 
ished, I came forth sanctified with twelve stoles and in 
religious habit, whereof I am not forbidden to speak, con- 
sidering that many persons saw me at that time. There I w. 
commanded to stand upon a pulpit of wood which stood in! 
the middle of the temple, before the figure and remem- 
brance of the goddess; my vestment was of fine linen, cov-: 
ered and embroidered with flowers; I had a precious cope! 
upon my shoulders, hanging down behind me to the ground,, 
whereon were beasts wrought of divers colours, as Indian’ 
dragons, and Hyperborean griffins, whom in form of birds 
the other part of the world doth engender: the priests com-4 
monly call such a habit an Olympian stole. In my right 
hand I carried a lighted torch, and a garland of flowers was 
upon my head, with white palm-leaves sprouting out ony 
every side Like rays; thus a was adorned like unto ae sun,i 


drawn aside and all the people Ae about to behold | 
me. Then they began to solemnise the feast, the nativity of} 
my holy order, with sumptuous banquets and pleasant meats: ; | 
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‘the third day was likewise celebrate with like ceremonies, 
} with a religious dinner, and with all the consummation of 
ithe adept order. Now when I had continued there some 
| days, conceiving a marvellous pleasure and consolation in 
| beholding ordinarily the image of the goddess, because of 
* the benefits, beyond all esteem or reward, which she had 
| brought me, at length she admonished me to depart home- 
ward, not without rendering of thanks, which although 
| they were not sufficient, yet they were according to my 
power. Howbeit I could hardly be persuaded to break the 
) chains of my most earnest devotion and to depart, before I 
had fallen prostrate before the face of the goddess and 
' wiped her feet with my face, whereby I began so greatly to 
weep and sigh that my words were interrupted, and as de- 
) vouring my prayer I began to say in this sort: “O holy and 
blessed dame, the perpetual comfort of human kind, who 
) by Thy bounty and grace nourishest all the world, and bear- 
} est a great affection to the adversities of the miserable as a 
} loving mother, Thou takest no rest night or day, neither art 
Thou idle at any time in giving benefits and succouring all 
men as well on land as sea; Thou art she that puttest away 
| all storms and dangers from men’s life by stretching forth 
Thy right hand, whereby likewise Thou dost unweave even 
the inextricable and tangled web of fate, and appeasest the 
| great tempests of fortune, and keepest back the harmful 
/ course of the stars. The gods supernal do honour Thee? the 
| gods infernal have Thee in reverence; Thou dost make all 
| the earth to turn, Thou givest light to the sun, Thou gov- 
| ernest the world, Thou treadest down the power of hell. 
By Thy mean the stars give answer, the seasons return, the 


296 THE GOLDEN ASS OF APULEIUS 


gods rejoice, the elements serve: at Thy commandment the: 
winds do blow, the clouds nourish the earth, the seeds pros-- 
per, and the fruits do grow. The birds of the air, the beasts: 
of the hill, the serpents of the den, and the fishes of the sea 
do tremble at Thy majesty: but my spirit is not able to give 
Thee sufficient praise, my patrimony is unable to satisfy 
Thy sacrifices; my voice hath no power to utter that which | 
I think of Thy majesty, no, not if I had a thousand mouths : 
and so many tongues and were able to continue for ever. 
Howbeit as a good religious person, and according to my ° 
poor estate, I will do what I may: I will always keep Thy 
divine appearance in remembrance, and close the imagina- | 
tion of Thy most holy godhead within my breast.” 

When I had ended my oration to the great goddess, I 
went to embrace the great priest Mithras, now my spiritual | 
father, clinging upon his neck and kissing him oft, and de- | 
manding his pardon, considering I was unable to recompense | 
the good which he had done me: and after much talk and 
great greetings and thanks I departed from him straight to | 
visit my parents and friends, after that I had been so long | 
absent. And so within a short while after, by the exhortation 
of the goddess I made up my packet and took shipping to- 
wards the city of Rome, and I voyaged very safely and 
swiftly with a prosperous wind to the port of Augustus, and 
thence travelling by chariot, I arrived at that holy city about 
the twelfth day of December in the evening. And the great- 
est desire which I had there was daily to make my prayers 
to the sovereign goddess Isis, who, by reason of the place 
where her temple was builded, was called Campensis,* and 


* The temple of Isis was in the Campus Martius. 
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ontinually is adored of the people of Rome: her minister 
d worshipper was I, a stranger to her church, but not un- 
nown to her religion. 

‘When now the sun had passed through all the signs of 
jeaven and the year was ended, and that the goddess warned 
ine again in my sleep to receive a new order and consecra- 
lion, I marvelled greatly what it should signify and what 
Jhould happen, considering that I was most fully an initiate 
lind sacred person already. But it fortuned that while I 
artly reasoned with myself, and partly examined the per- 
lexity of my conscience with the priests and bishops, there 
ame a new and marvellous thought to my mind: that is to 
say, that I was only religious to the goddess Isis, but not yet 
tsacred to the religion of great Osiris, the sovereign father 
Jof all the gods; between whom, although there was a re- 
ligious concord or even unity, yet there was a great differ- 
tence of order and ceremony, and so I thought that I should 
‘likewise believe myself to be called to be a minister unto 
Osiris. There was no long delay of doubt: for in the night 
j after appeared unto me one of that order, covered with 
| linen robes, holding in his hands spears wrapped in ivy, and 
) other things not convenient to declare, which he left in my 
1 chamber, and sitting in my seat, recited to me such things 
| as were necessary for the sumptuous banquet of my religious 
) entry. And to the end I might know him again, he shewed 
| mea certain sign, to wit, how the heel of his left foot was 
) somewhat maimed, which caused him a little to halt. After 
| that I did manifestly thus know the will of the gods, and 
1 all shadow of doubtfulness was taken away, when matins 
». was ended I went diligently from one to another to find if 
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there were any of the priests which had the halting mar 
of his foot, according as I learned by my vision. At len 

I found it true; for I perceived one of the company of the 
Pastophores who had not only the token of his foot but the! 
stature and habit of his body resembling in every point as he 
appeared in the night, and he was called Asinius ? Marcellus, 
a name not much disagreeing from my transformation. 
By and by I went to him, which knew well enough all the 
matter, as being admonished by like precept to give me the 
orders: for it seemed to him the night before, as he dressed 
the flowers and garlands about the head of the great god 
Osiris, he understood by the mouth of his image, which told 
the predestinations of all men, how he did send to him a 
certain poor man of Madaura, to whom he should straight- 
way minister his sacraments, whereby through his divine 
providence the one should receive glory for his virtuous: 
studies, and the other, being the priest himself, a great re- 
ward. When I saw myself thus deputed and promised unto 
religion, my desire was stopped by reason of poverty; for I 
had spent a great part of my patrimony, which was not very 
large, in travel and peregrinations, but most of all my | 
charges in the city of Rome were by far greater than in the || 
provinces. Thereby my low estate withdrew me a great | 
while, so that I was in much distress betwixt the victim and | 
the knife (as the old proverb hath it), and yet I was not i} 
seldom urged and pressed on by that same god. In the end, | 
being oftentimes stirred forward and at last commanded, | 
and not without great trouble of mind, I was constrained | 


\ 


1 Adlington’s note: “Asinius by taking away the letter i is made 
Asinus.” 
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b sell my poor robe for a little money; howbeit, I scraped 
‘p sufficient for all my affairs. Then thus it was particularly 
boken unto me, saying: “How is it that for a little pleasure 
thou wouldest not be afraid to sell thy vestments, but enter- 
hg into so great ceremonies, dost fear to fall into poverty? 
But such poverty thou shalt never repent.” I did therefore 
repare myself, and for ten other days abstain from all ani- 
aal meats, and did shave my head: then was initiate into 
he ceremonies of the great god, which were done in the 
fight, and I did frequent his services and sacrifices the more 
fonfidently because I did already know well the like re- 
igion of this. This thing gave me great comfort in my per- 
jgrination abroad, and likewise ministered unto me more 
blentiful living, considering by the favour of good fortune 
¥ gained some money in haunting to the courts of law, by 
eason I did plead causes in the Latin tongue. 

Not very much after I was again called and admonished 
ry the marvellous commands of gods, which I did very 
Jittle expect, to receive a third order of religion. Then 1. 
was greatly astonied, and I pondered doubtfully in my 
lnind, because I could not tell what this new vision signified, 
\,, what the intent of the celestial gods was, or how any- 
Shing could remain yet lacking, seeing that twice already i 
l,ad entered the holy orders. And I doubted lest the former 
riests had given me J] counsel or not enough, and fearing 
that they had not faithfully entrusted me, being in this 
jnanner as it were incensed. Then while I was in this great 
oubt and consideration, being driven almost unto madness, 
che gentle image appeared to me the night following, and 
\ziving me admonition said: “There is no occasion why thou 
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shouldest be afraid with so often order of religion, as 
though there were somewhat omitted: but thou shouldesty 
rather rejoice because the gods have found thee so worthy 
since as it hath pleased them to call thee three times, when 
as it is hardly given to any other person to achieve to the 
order but once; and from that number thou mayst think 
thyself ever most happy for so great benefits. And know 
thou that the religion which thou must now receive is righti 
necessary, if thou do but consider that the garment of the 
goddess which thou tookest in the province doth still remains 
in the temple there, and so that thou canst not persevere i 
the worshipping of her in Rome and in making solemni 
of the festival day with thy blessed habit. Let then this thingy 
be a glory and blessing and health to thee, and once more,’ 
the great gods being thy helpers, be initiate with glad mindk 
into holy orders.” | 

After this sort the divine majesty persuaded me in myj 
sleep what should be to my profit. Whereupon I forgat not 
nor delayed the matter at all, but by and by I went towards 
the priest and declared all that which I had seen. Then | 
fasted again from all flesh according to the custom, and off 
mine own proper will I abstained longer than the ten days: 
which I was commanded, and I bought at my own chart 
all that was necessary, considering rather the measure off 
my piety and zeal than that which was ordained. And verily, 
I did nothing repent of the pain which I had taken and o 
the charges which I was at, considering that the divine provi- 
dence had given me such an order that I gained muc 
money in pleading of causes. Finally after a few days the} 
great god Osiris appeared in my sleep, which is the more: 
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owerful god of the great gods, the highest of the greater, 
re greatest of the highest, and the ruler of the greatest, to 
jne in the night, not disguised in any other form, but in his 
wn essence and speaking to me with his own venerable 
oice, commanding me that I should now get me great 
blory by being an advocate in the court, and that I should 
ot fear the slander and envy of ill persons, which bare me 
omach and grudge by reason of my doctrine which I had 
Fotten by much labour. Moreover he would not that I 
Should serve his mysteries mixed with the rest of the number 
Hf his priests, but he chose me to enter the college of the 
astophores, nay he allotted me to be one of his decurion 
d quinquennial priests: wherefore I executed mine office 
great joy with a shaven crown in that most ancient col- 
ge which was set up in the time of Sylla, not covering or 
jhiding the tonsure of my head, but shewing it openly to all 


yersons. 


THE END 
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